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Announcements
The Journal — Uh Oh….
Every once in awhile, we make
really big mistakes that make us
cringe and kick ourselves. Such a
mistake was made on the October
2017 Food Journal.
The issue that was posted online,
and the issue that was printed and
mailed to members was not the finished product. It was a preliminary
draft that was four pages short and
did not contain the last group of submissions that we received from generous members who stepped up to
the plate and submitted food stories
after our plea for additional material
went out in the last newsletter. Its
surname index is incorrect, and it
contains serious errors that were corrected for the final version.
A small number of corrected copies will be printed and sent to those
who submitted stories. While we
would love to reprint the entire edition, we cannot justify the $500 expense. The correct version is available in the Members Only section of
the website and we encourage you to
register and view the error-free edition, even print it out to slip into
your inaccurate hard copy.
Humans plus technology can lead
to unpredictable consequences, but
we certainly hope that we never do
this again! Please forgive this grave
error. Steps have been taken to prevent its repetition. Thank you for
your continued support of The Journal!
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President’s Corner
I cannot believe it is already 2018. The older I get, the
faster days and years go by, that is for certain. I am sure
that most of you already know from personal experience
that every year we have fewer people to talk to about our
genealogy questions. In 2017, I lost two great-uncles.
Although I had asked them questions, I had a lot more to
ask, and just assumed I had more time.
When I was born I had all my grandparents and seven
out of eight great-grandparents. Most of my life, I thought that was normal
and now I realize how lucky I was. However, I asked very few questions and
do not have very many heirlooms.
If you are blessed enough to still have older relatives, please talk to them
today and if you are the older relative maybe “kindly force” your relatives to
listen to the answers that only you know. I wish I had asked and I wish they
had talked to me about more than the weather or the last episode of Golden
Girls (although I am thankful for those conversations as well). Bless you all
and see you when the library reopens in March!


Lights
After months of discussion and
planning by our Maintenance Chairperson Bud Coker, the Board has
approved a measure to replace all the
old fluorescent fixtures with LED
lights, greatly enhancing the brightness and dispersion of light in the
library.
Our current lights were installed in
the early 1990’s when the library
first opened, which means most of
the ballasts are many years past their
prime. In addition to better light, we
will realize a slight savings on electrical usage and bulb replacement
costs. We are also adding new electrical outlets to some rooms, which
will greatly improve our ability to
utilize the space we have.
Ongoing maintenance and building
improvements continue to be one of
the greatest financial challenges for

the Society. The project is slated to
be complete by the end of January.

Address changes
Please remember to send updated
address information to the NWMGS
in order to continue receiving your
newsletters and copies of The Journal. As a non-profit on a very tight
budget, the NWMGS is very careful
to avoid unnecessary expenditures
whenever possible. One way we do
this is by using bulk mail in order to
reduce costs. However, one of the
USPS rules for using bulk mailing
services requires us to pay for return
service, so if your item cannot be
delivered, it will be returned to
us. The USPS charges full price for
the return postage, so we pay to send
it to you and pay to get it back. If
the Post Office provides us with your
(Continued on page 2)
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Genealogy in Probate Court
On November 22, 2017 the NWMGS welcomed Judge David Bolander to
the library as our featured speaker. Judge Bolander did a great job of explaining the various types of documents that are found in probate records, and what
each type of document is used for within the probate process. The attendees
walked away with a much greater understanding of the probate process and
more than a few humorous stories. Our sincere appreciation is extended to
Judge Bolander for sharing his time and expertise with us!
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Left to right, Janet Allison, Lana Smith, Judge Bolander, and Sandi Baker discuss using probate
records in genealogy.
(Continued from page 1)

new address, we then send the item
out again, paying a third time and at
full price.
Over the past year, we’ve incurred
hundreds of dollars in costs to return
and re-mail, and this does not include
the extra envelopes and time involved.
Please remember us when you
change your mailing address!

In Memoriam
Judy Hammond was a member of
the NWMGS since 2012. She joined
during a visit to St. Joseph from her
home in Colorado. A generous person, she sent several donations to the
library over the past several years,
and was faithful in her yearly Christmas card to all the volunteers.
Last year she sent a note in our
Christmas card notifying us that she
had been diagnosed with cancer and
would be dying soon, so could we
please discontinue mailing anything
to her, as she didn’t want to burden
her mailman once she had passed.
She called and left a message on our
answering machine too. And wrote a
separate letter, asking that we be sure
to add her obituary to our files. It
seems as though she was well pre-

Left to right, Bud Coker, Kelly Alvarado, and
Sharon Auxier. Present but not pictured:
Dan and Jerre Moore.

pared for the end of her life and was
facing it with a great deal of pragmatism.
Judy passed away December 27,
2017. She had the forethought to instruct the funeral home to forward a
copy of her death certificate to be
placed in our records—a genealogist,
through and through. Unfortunately,
we’ve been unable to locate an obituary for her – neither here in St. Joseph
newspaper, nor near her home in
Colorado, nor on the funeral home
website. Our heartfelt condolences
are extended to Judy’s family. She
will be missed.
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Donations
Monetary
Mark & Carol Kemper
Brad Vincent
Kristen Lyons
Kathy Phillips
Melanie Thomson
Sandy Fry
Yearbooks:
 Salina Junior High - 1956-1958
 Salina High - 1960
 Midwestern Music and Art Camp,
1965
 University of Kansas, 1962, 1963
Kelly Alvardo
 Book: Dare to Dream: The Remarkable Story of American Family Insurance
Darlene Stallsworth
 Used ink cartridges for recycle

Nancy Bradford
 Buchanan County History - 2 volume set

Nancy Stobaugh
Yearbooks:
 Lafayette High School, 1957-1961

Amy Coats
 Picture: 12th Annual Arson Conference, University of OK, October
1966
 Book: Pictorial of St. Joseph
(reprint)
 3 Directories: First Baptist
Church (Savannah)
Yearbooks:
 Missouri Western State College/
University, 1979, 1980, 1983,
1985, 1998, 2013, 2014
 Lafayette High, 1945 and 1946
class reunion booklets

Jeni Swopes
Yearbooks:
 Missouri Western State University,
1998, 2009-2016

Stacy Gerhardt
Yearbooks:
 Forrest City High School
 Pickett High School, 1954

Mary Bailey
 Notebook: Hudspeth Cemetery
 Atchison Globe records: Births,
Deaths, and Marriages (December
1877 - July 1882)

Annie Yoder
 Books: The Royal Ancestry Bible
of 300 Colonial Families, Vol. 1, 2
and 3
Molly Horner
 Book: Missouri Nurses
Mike Summers
 CD: Buchanan County History
and Genealogy
Chuck Vestal
 Book: Rise of Industrial America,
Vol. 6


Welcome New Members
Jo Andrews
Grant City, MO
David Bolander
St. Joseph, MO
Nancy Bozarth
Rushville, MO
LeeAnn Egger
Leawood, KS
Larry Pulley
Lewiston, ID
Kelly Shavnore
Milton, FL
Rhonda Allen
St. Joseph, MO

NWMGS has 12 of these beautiful historic lithographs of Ellis Island from a
painting by Thomas R. Colletta for sale for $5 each when picked up at the library, $5 plus shipping to mail. The size of the lithograph is 20 7/8 inches by
27 3/8 with a one inch white border.
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Kathy Phillips
St. Peters, MO
Gina Fox
St. Joseph, MO
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Can Anyone Identify
These People?
As a member and genealogist, I’d
love to know who those people were.
It looks like they were having fun! If
you know these folks, please contact
me: Sheryl Hullings,
shullings@twc.com.
The outdoor scenes were taken in
St. Joseph, Easton, or Saxton in 1920
or 1921, just before my grandmother
and her sisters left for California. The
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others taken in a photography studio
are not dated.
My genealogy may provide some
clues: My grandmother, Anne Holloran (1896 Easton, MO - 1960 Los
Angeles) is one of 10 children of Patrick Holloran (1856 Ireland-1915 St.
Joseph) and Mary Kelly Holloran
(1863 Payson, Adams County, IL March 21, 1902 St. Joseph). Other
children: Margaret (1884 -1955 CA),
Mary “Mayme” (1888 - 1959 CA),
John Joseph (1886-abt 1894),

Johanna (1891-1891), Bernard (18921893), Ellen “Nellie” (1894- 1914 St.
Joseph), Ryan (about 1897-about
1897), Elizabeth (1898-1966 CA),
Francis Patrick (1902-1902). Patrick
worked for the Hannibal & St Joseph
RR as a foreman/flagman/switchman.
Patrick’s siblings in St Joseph:
Bridget Holloran Loftus Flynn (d.
1891 St. Joseph), Mary Holloran Fox
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

(d. 1936 St. Joseph), and Ellen Holloran
O’Brien (d. 1923 Easton). He had two
other siblings (James and Margaret) who
died in St. Joseph in 1875.
Patrick’s wife Mary had two uncles
living in St Joseph: Judge John Kelly (d.
1904), James Charles Kelley (d. 1898 St.
Joseph) and Peter Kelly, deputy sheriff.
Mary’s parents were Cornelius Kelly (d.
1895 St. Joseph) and Margaretha Curry
(d.1899 St. Joseph). The outdoor photos
are not John Kelly’s family. Peter had no
children. There were many cousins living
in St. Joseph but I may not have identified
all of them. I
also know they
are not the
O’Brien family
because I have
been able to
identify them
with the help
of a greatgrandson of
Ellen.
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NWMGS Calendar
Upcoming Events
Family Tree Maker Users Group from 10:00 a.m. to noon, at the NWMGS library.
Beginning Family Tree Maker classes will begin in March if enough people express interest. If you are interested
in joining the class, please notify Sharlene Miller at 816-233-7241 or by e-mail at smiller@stjoelive.com for more
information.
The DNA Interest Group is on hiatus for the winter break and will therefore not meet in January or February. It is
tentatively planned to resume the second Saturday in March at 10:30 a.m. Note: As always the schedule could
change due to weather or other unforeseen circumstances. The schedule may be revised to suit the needs of the
group leader and members of the group; therefore, it is best to ask to be added to the e-mail list to receive a reminder notice of when the meeting will be held. To be added to the list, please contact the group leader, Sharlene
Miller, by e-mailing at smiller@stjoelive.com or by calling 816-233-7241.
Saturday, February 3, 2018: All Night Research Event from 6 p.m. to 2 a.m. The library will be open to all
those who want to have a fun time and interact with fellow researchers, ask questions, and use the full resources of
the NWMGS library. You can pay at the door, but please email us and let us know if you plan on attending so that
we can plan for space and enough volunteers to help! Cost is $15 per person and includes a sandwich or pizza supper, depending on what the group requests.
June 23, 2018 Conference: Remington Nature Center, all day. Watch the newsletter for emerging details.



Submissions for The Journal,
Spring 2018
Deadline for submissions for The Journal is
February 15, 2018, but you can send your
submissions anytime before that to
thejournal@nwmogenealogy.com.
The theme is Transportation: Trains, planes,
cars, boats, river ferries, buggies, bicycles,
tricycles, scooters and motorcycles, horses and
mules and other animal rides, walking, running,
wagons, goat and dog carts, transcontinental
migration, hot air balloons, submarines,
battleships, rickshaws, bridges, tunnels, highways,
riverboats, bus travel, ancestral migration, taxis,
toy cars/trains etc., police cars and fire trucks,
farm tractors, semi-trucks, school buses, hearses,
airports and train stations, coaches, baby buggies,
pedal cars, bumper cars, circus wagons, trolley
cars, covered wagons, road trips, harvest grain
transport, etc.
Remember, you don’t have to be a professional
writer. Your stories are important. We are
looking forward to your submission!
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