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Volunteers Needed to
Keep Our Library Open!
With the close of the year comes
the retirement of John Hutchcraft,
who has volunteered his time with
the NWMGS for many years.
We’ve also lost a few of our
Saturday volunteers. Unless new
volunteers come forward, there is a
real chance that we may have to
curtail library hours.
We are in need of volunteers on
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
and on the first Saturday of each
month from noon to 4 p.m. If you
are able to assist with these, or any
other times, please let us know.
No special skills are necessary!
For safety, we require two people to
be at the library during open hours,
but only one of them needs to be
able to assist other researchers.
Please help us keep our library
open for your continued use. 

Memorial Fund
Do you know of somebody who
is interested in genealogy but is not
able to afford the yearly dues? If
so, please remember that we have a
special fund, the Leona Bell
(Goucher) Tunks Fund that was
established to assist those in need.
We award yearly memberships
from this fund based solely on the
recommendations of our members.
Please contact us by email or
phone to submit your genealogist to
receive the award for 2015.

President’s Corner
Where does the time go? I remember hearing that as
a child and thinking that grown-ups were very strange
to ask such a thing. And yet, here I am, many years
later and the thought occurs to me at least once a week.
The end of the year always seems to bring out a bit of
nostalgia as we look back and recall, with fondness or
regret, the events that shaped our individual lives. With that in mind, I’d like
to take a minute to review the events of the past year at the NWMGS.
In January we held our first All Night Research Event, which was a great
success. Our Family Tree Maker class has made great progress in teaching
the intricacies of the program. The library collection has grown by over 1,000
items. We’ve held a genealogy-based trivia contest and treasure hunt. The
conference in July – our first in over a decade – brought dozens of members
together. A portion of the basement flooded when the sewer backed up, but
we were lucky, no records were damaged. A lot of miscellaneous items were
cleaned out of the basement, with many going to recycle, but a truck load
going to the dump. MoSGA awarded us a $900 grant towards our
preservation efforts. A new sign graced our library in August. The website
was completely overhauled. And we are blessed that over 2,500 hours were
donated by our volunteers in making all of this, and more, happen.
Next year promises to bring many more challenges and opportunities for the
organization. It is my sincere hope that our many members will choose to
become involved with and support the activities planned for 2015!

Recommendations are reviewed as
they arrive.

Our Many Thanks
A book of stamps, a box of
envelopes, a ream of paper . . . each
gift we receive is greatly
appreciated. We’d like to take a
moment to thank the members who
have remembered the NWMGS this
Christmas, and throughout the year,
with their generous support. It takes
a village to raise a child, and it takes
many dedicated people to keep a
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nonprofit running. Thank you!

Upcoming Board Election
At the April 2015 general meeting,
the NWMGS membership will vote
for new officers to hold the positions
of President, Member-At-Large,
Recording Secretary and
Corresponding Secretary. If you are
interested in holding one of these
positions, please submit your name
for consideration to the library (PO
Box 382, St. Joseph MO 64502) no
later than February 1, 2015.
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Board Members
President .................. Kelly Alvarado
Vice President .......... Jean
BettyMartin
Williams Anslinger
Recording Secretary.. Sandi Baker
Corresponding
Secretary ................... Carol Almanza
Treasurer ................. Doni Mollus
Member At Large ..... Deann
Ivana Calhoun
Woodbury
Member At Large ..... Ivana
Jean Martin
Calhoun
Past President .......... John Hutchcraft
Committee Chairpersons
Internet...................... Kelly Alvarado
The Journal .............. Pamela Montgomery
Librarian .................. Connie McCoy
Maintenance ............. John Hutchcraft
Membership ............. Kelly Alvarado
Newsletter Editor ..... Pamela Montgomery
Public Relations ........ Open to a volunteer
Activities ................... Amy Bryson
General Meetings:
4th Thursday of April, June, September; 3rd
Thursday of November. Time and place vary;
please see the website for details of each meeting.
Executive Meetings:
Second Thursday each month, 5:30 p.m., at the
Genealogy Library, 412 Felix, St. Joseph, MO.
The Journal is published two times a year
(March and October) by the Northwest Missouri
Genealogical Society to provide its members
with useful information on genealogical research and member experiences. Readers are
encouraged to submit articles, photos and other
materials. All contributions will be considered.
The editors reserve the right to make editorial
changes in manuscripts, which they believe will
improve the material without altering the intended meaning. The opinions expressed in this
periodical do not necessarily represent the
views of the Northwest Missouri Genealogical
Society or its officers. Articles represent the
authors’ opinions and ideas and do not necessarily have official sanction, nor does inclusion
here imply approval or recommendation.
Annual dues:
$20 in the USA
$30 in Canada and Mexico
$40 in all other countries
Library Hours:
Tuesday .................... 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed./Thurs./Fri. ........ 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
1st & 3rd Saturday & 4th Sunday
of the Month ............. Noon to 4:00 p.m.
Closed January and February.

The Journal
Two years ago we radically overhauled the appearance and content of our
biannual publication The Journal to nearly unanimous applause. We have
received many positive comments and feedback not only from our members,
but from others in the wider genealogical community as well. Focusing on a
single theme for each edition helps researchers think about their family
history in a very specific way. The Journal is a lot of work, and we are very
fortunate to have the talents of Pamela Dandurant Montgomery to pull it all
together. More than anything, though, we need the continued help from our
valuable members to keep it going.
One of the most common inquiries we receive is “how long does my article
have to be?” And the answer is – whatever length you need to tell your story.
If a single paragraph does it, then that’s great. If you need 10 pages, then
that’s great too. Don’t worry about your writing skills either. Pamela can
help with whatever you submit.
Another common misconception is that items have to be about family
members who lived pre-1900. But believe it or not, articles about yourself
and your parents in the 20th Century are already historical, and will be gems in
the years to come when your grandchildren and great-grandchildren come to
our library to research.
We need submissions for the Spring 2015 edition, which is entitled Home
Sweet Home, and will focus on homes of all kinds. Pictures and stories of
family dwellings/farms, the neighborhood, maps, construction, and migration
are all a part of what makes a home. As yet, we have not received a good
cover photo. If you have one you think might work, please submit it by
email.
Many kinds of articles would fit the Home Sweet Home edition. Do you
have a diary of ancestors who traveled to a completely new part of the
country to establish their new family home? Letters back home? Postcards?
Do you have research tips that relate to finding ancestral homes? And don’t
forget that almost every edition contains at least one article that is completely
off topic—we are interested in whatever you find interesting. We would love
to share your family’s history with a larger audience and preserve it for
generations of the future to enjoy.
The deadline for submissions for the winter issue is ordinarily January 15,
but the holidays have gotten us behind, so for the Home Sweet Home edition,
we are moving the deadline to January 31. We are always a little flexible, as
long as Pamela has time to work in your submission, so don’t hesitate to
submit your story even if the deadline has passed.
Looking to the future, the Fall 2015 edition of The Journal will explore
Military topics. This is, of course, a very broad range and can include
ancestors from any branch of the armed forces at any time in history. We
expect this to be a rather large edition, so get your submissions in early!
For 2016 we are planning editions that explore Family Heirlooms and Small
Town Histories, so start planning now! Our members are The Journal. Let us
share your story!

Harry Dandurant, uncle of Pamela Dandurant
Montgomery, moved from Missouri to Hawaii
after WWII, married a native Hawaiian woman,
and had what the family always called “our
Hawaiian cousins,” one of whom is watching
her father make poi in this photo. Harry and his
wife Elizabeth were buried in the veteran’s
Punchbowl Cemetery, located in the crater of an
extinct volcano. Home relocations like this are
a great topic for the upcoming Home Sweet
Home issue of The Journal.
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Books for Sale

Volunteer Spotlight
This quarter we shine the
spotlight on Larry Payne, who
has dedicated his time and
efforts to sharing all of our
cemetery photographs on
FindAGrave.com. For over a
year Larry has been adding
memorials and uploading
pictures, linking spouses and
children, and maintaining the
thousands of memorials entered
on behalf of the NWMGS. He
has also been instrumental in obtaining additional smoke detectors for the
library and helps remind us to keep the batteries changed in them.
Larry has been married to his wonderful wife Audrey for 51 years. Besides
genealogy, his other hobby is woodworking. Larry served 37+ years in the
Army and is also involved with the American Legion, the Red Cross (over 20
years) and the VFW, among others. Join us in thanking Larry for his many
hours of dedication to the NWMGS!


Donations

Welcome New Members

Larry Young
 Call Family history

Larry Singer
St. Joseph MO

Gary Schaefer
 Altrusa Club scrapbooks

John Wood/Herbie O’Keefe
St. Joseph MO

Paul Karlin
 Huffman Memorial Church
newsletters

Michael Hovey
Savannah MO
Jan Powell
St. Joseph MO

Lois Trautman
 Ancestry magazines from
various years
Ivana Calhoun
 Pershing Elementary yearbooks
1989, 1991-1993
Doni Mollus
 NW Missouri College
yearbooks 2013 and 2014

Roxanna Deane
Canyon Lake TX
Lois Trautman
St. Joseph MO
Gerald Fry
Kansas City MO

Monetary Donations
Ray Huffstutter
Judith Palmer

Thomas Miller
Denver CO



Lia Mueller
Mesa AZ
Michele Nielsen
St. Joseph MO
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NWMGS Calendar
Upcoming Events
Saturday, January 17, 2015 (bad weather date is January 24): Library work day. While the Board members
usually do this activity, all members and their families are invited to join in. Some tasks involve physical labor
while others involve only office work, so we have something for everyone to do. Many hands make light work!
Saturday, January 31, 2015: All Night Research Event from 6 p.m. to 2 a.m. The library will be open to all
those who want to have a fun time and interact with fellow researchers, ask questions, and use the full resources of
the NWMGS library. This is dedicated time for you to concentrate on your genealogy work, organize your
thoughts and papers, digitize those old slides, or any number of other activities. You can pay at the door, but please
email us and let us know if you plan on attending so that we can plan for space and enough volunteers to help!
Cost is $15 per person and includes pizza, which we order about 8:00 p.m., or whenever everybody gets hungry.
Webinars: These webinars are free and open to the public. No need to RSVP; just show up and enjoy! The
NWMGS is happy to begin joining more and more webinars to bring you quality educational material. We are pursuing several different avenues and have already begun the series that is held on the first Saturday of each month
from noon to 1 p.m. The speaker and topic will be announced on our Facebook page and website each month.
Saturday, March 7, Noon - 1:30: Webinar J. H. Fonkert, CG, Fish and Chips Genealogy: Finding Your
Common English Ancestors; FREE at the library.
Saturday, April 4, Noon - 1:30: Webinar Nancy Waters Lauer, She Has the Same Name. Is She Her Sister?;
FREE at the library
Tuesday, March 3, 2015: The Library reopens.



Roll Up Your Sleeves!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

On Saturday, January 17 (or the 24th, in case of snow or ice), from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., NWMGS will hold a Work
Day at the library. We hope to put a major dent in the following tasks:
We have stacks of paper data that need to be entered into the database and then shelved.
We have boxes and boxes of collections that have been donated that we need to integrate into our holdings, but
first they need to be sorted through and identified.
We would like to reorganize the front/entrance room a bit, and that involves moving the book cases, etc., so we
need some muscle for this.
We need to get all the old computers and equipment out of the office.
The visitors’ log needs to be updated.
Various old newspapers and files sitting around on the shelves and tops of the file cabinets that need a home.
The contents of some of the file cabinets are a mess and need organizing/purging.
The shelves of the family books need to be alphabetized.
The kitchen area has big spots of flaking paint. This is a bit of a bigger project in a small space, but two people
could probably get it done in a day. We’d have to pull out the table, microwave, shelves, etc., and scrape, prime
and paint that area.
The bathroom could really use a little sprucing up. The old 80’s border and decor needs to come down and a fresh
coat of paint applied.
All the snippets of paper taped and pinned to various walls need to be removed and all the small pin holes repaired.
We have a lot of decrepit notebooks holding valuable information. New notebooks have been donated to replace
them, so all that content needs to be transferred.
One person can be kept busy on the copier doing a whole bunch of scanning all day!
If you have the time, the muscle, and/or the fortitude, please join us for a day of reorganization and sprucing up.
Let us know if you can help, or just drop by for any time you can devote. Every little bit helps!
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