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Old Mug Shots 
by Vivien Robison  

 About a year ago, while cleaning out a storage facil-

ity, St. Joseph Police Department personnel came 

across several boxes of old forgotten wanted posters 

(examples on pages 41 and 44), and mug shots.  

 Since I am the Custodian of Records for the SJPD, 

the mug shots came to my office, the Records Division, 

where I have worked for 42 years.  These pictures look 

like they come from the 1940ôs and 1950ôs.  They 

brought to mind an old file cabinet I recalled from the 

early 1970ôs where mug shots had been stored.  The 

cabinet drawers were narrow, pulling out and down to 

display the pictures.  Each mug shot was attached to a 

card with name, date of birth, and other information on 

them.  I speculated that these newly arrived old mug shots had probably come 

from that long-gone cabinet. 

 I was pretty excited about the mug shots until I realized that they had no names 

on them, just a number.  But still hopeful, I thought that the number might lead to 

an old criminal jacket kept on microfilm.  A criminal jacket was a file that may 

contain fingerprints, mug shots, descriptive sheets of the person arrested, newspa-

per clippings and sometimes statements.  However, Iôve searched several of the 

numbered mug shots and, so far, cannot find identities to go with them.  I now 

suspect that these pictures were boxed up because they were mug shots that no 

longer had criminal jackets, which may have been lost when they were housed at 

the police departmentôs second location at 710 S.  9th St., where the basement had 

flooded several times.    

 Over the 42 years Iôve worked in the Records department, I have had only 

about half a dozen genealogy requests, but Iôm hoping for more.  The Central 

Records Division was created in 1973, and it consolidated all the records that 

came from detectives, patrol, identification, and traffic, all of which originally 

kept their own records.  Now, however, all records are housed at the Central Re-

cords Division, which keeps sev-

eral different kinds of records, 

detailed below.   

    Our case report files, which 

are reports of crime made by vic-

tims of burglary, theft, etc., extend 

back only to the 1970ôs and for-

ward to 1995, and they are on film 

in chronological order with no 

index, so researching the film re-

quires a definite timeframe.  We 

also have arrest records, which 

span the 1920ôs forward, but some 

of these records are not complete; 

some of their contents may have 

been lost in the floods.  The Records Division also has some miscellaneous re-

cords such as taxi driver applicant cards and other various bits of information.  

 What we can release is regulated by state statute chapter RSMO 610.100 com-

monly known as the Sunshine Law.  Fees for copy and research are set in accor-

dance with Section 2-1306 of the Code of Ordinances.  Our research fee is $24.00 

per hour and 10 cents per copied page.  Requests for records do come to 

the Records Division, and I am the one who would handle them.   

Since I am a genealogist myself, I look forward to helping anyone whose re-
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search falls within the timeframe for 

the records we have.  First, call me at 

(816) 271-4704 to see if we have any-

thing you can use and to arrange for 

research, which must be prepaid by 

check or money order (we are not set 

up for debit or credit cards).  You can 

also mail your requests to me at Po-

lice Department, Records Division, 

501 Faraon St., St Joseph, MO 

64501; include your phone number 

and/or email address so we can iron 

out the details.  If I am able to locate 

information on your ancestor, the re-

sults will be mailed to you.   

I look forward to hearing from 

you!  ́   

Now Just a Number... 

First St. Joseph Police Station, 6th and Messanie. 


