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Now Just a Number...

Old Mug Shots
by Vivien Robison
About a year ago, while cleaning out a storage facility, St. Joseph Police Department personnel came
across several boxes of old forgotten wanted posters
(examples on pages 41 and 44), and mug shots.
Since I am the Custodian of Records for the SJPD,
the mug shots came to my office, the Records Division,
where I have worked for 42 years. These pictures look
like they come from the 1940’s and 1950’s. They
brought to mind an old file cabinet I recalled from the
early 1970’s where mug shots had been stored. The
cabinet drawers were narrow, pulling out and down to
from the 1972 Police Benefit
display the pictures. Each mug shot was attached to a
Ball Pension Fund booklet.
card with name, date of birth, and other information on
them. I speculated that these newly arrived old mug shots had probably come
from that long-gone cabinet.
I was pretty excited about the mug shots until I realized that they had no names
on them, just a number. But still hopeful, I thought that the number might lead to
an old criminal jacket kept on microfilm. A criminal jacket was a file that may
contain fingerprints, mug shots, descriptive sheets of the person arrested, newspaper clippings and sometimes statements. However, I’ve searched several of the
numbered mug shots and, so far, cannot find identities to go with them. I now
suspect that these pictures were boxed up because they were mug shots that no
longer had criminal jackets, which may have been lost when they were housed at
the police department’s second location at 710 S. 9th St., where the basement had
flooded several times.
Over the 42 years I’ve worked in the Records department, I have had only
about half a dozen genealogy requests, but I’m hoping for more. The Central
Records Division was created in 1973, and it consolidated all the records that
came from detectives, patrol, identification, and traffic, all of which originally
kept their own records. Now, however, all records are housed at the Central Records Division, which keeps several different kinds of records,
detailed below.
Our case report files, which
are reports of crime made by victims of burglary, theft, etc., extend
back only to the 1970’s and forward to 1995, and they are on film
in chronological order with no
index, so researching the film requires a definite timeframe. We
also have arrest records, which
span the 1920’s forward, but some
First St. Joseph Police Station, 6th and Messanie.
of these records are not complete;
some of their contents may have
been lost in the floods. The Records Division also has some miscellaneous records such as taxi driver applicant cards and other various bits of information.
What we can release is regulated by state statute chapter RSMO 610.100 commonly known as the Sunshine Law. Fees for copy and research are set in accordance with Section 2-1306 of the Code of Ordinances. Our research fee is $24.00
per hour and 10 cents per copied page. Requests for records do come to
the Records Division, and I am the one who would handle them.
Since I am a genealogist myself, I look forward to helping anyone whose re-

search falls within the timeframe for
the records we have. First, call me at
(816) 271-4704 to see if we have anything you can use and to arrange for
research, which must be prepaid by
check or money order (we are not set
up for debit or credit cards). You can
also mail your requests to me at Police Department, Records Division,
501 Faraon St., St Joseph, MO
64501; include your phone number
and/or email address so we can iron
out the details. If I am able to locate
information on your ancestor, the results will be mailed to you.
I look forward to hearing from
you! 
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Memories of Mame Nester
by Jack Quinn

We are often touched in life
by someone who leaves a deep
impression on us. This was the
case for me and the affect of my
grandmother’s cousin, Mame
Nester. (Our family members
pronounced her name as May mee.) “Mame” was a very mild,
trusting and rather naive person.
Mame and her four brothers frequently hosted square dances at
their house near the town of Nodaway in Andrew County, Missouri. She played the organ, and
two of her brothers played the
fiddle. With my older family members, I would sometimes
attend the square dance parties at their house.
I wish to relate a short episode about “Mame” Nester,
something that I did not think much about until just a few
years ago. Perhaps it came to mind when I was at the St.
Joseph Public Library, reading old newspaper accounts
about the horrible fate that befell her in August 1953, that I
will present below to illustrate her kindness.
When I was about eight to ten years old, my family and I
were visiting “Mame” Nester and her brothers at their farm
house near Nodaway, Missouri. Several of us were sitting
around their kitchen table and talking. Even at that early
time in my life I was very interested in the subject of science, and I had been reading about molecules and atoms,
about how small they were. At the table, I was parroting
some of the information that I had read, about how many
atoms would fit in a small container, such as a thimble. It

was, perhaps, a rather unusual audience for the delivery of
a scientific presentation, but I enthusiastically rambled on.
“Mame” could have ignored me - or laughed at me - or
have put me down for my rather arrogant attitude in attempting to show how learned I was. However, “Mame”
said to me, “It must be wonderful to be so smart!” That
really made me feel good! I remember her words quite
well, even to this day; and it still makes me feel good to
recall that this gentle, sweet lady had the sensitivity to
make a foolish young kid feel so happy.
“Mame” had one particularly poor habit. She would
carry relatively large sums of money - like several hundred
dollars - on her person; and she would ride in a taxicab
from their house near the town of Nodaway to St. Joseph, a
distance of about 15 miles, to go shopping. On August 19,
1953, she did not return home from her shopping in the
evening and a search was initiated. A few days later, on
August 27, her severely beaten body was found in the Missouri River near Lake Contrary south of St. Joseph. The
killer or killers were never identified.
Murder of Mame Nester
My wife and I were living in southern California at the
time of the murder, and generally were not kept informed
of the status of the investigation. It must have been a difficult time for my grandmother, who had been quite close to
her cousin, Mame. Even worse, it must have been a complete upheaval of the world of Mame’s brothers, John and
Dave Nester. They were unable to care for themselves
and wound up in an Andrew County nursing home.
The details of her beating were gruesome. The left side
of her head had been crushed. The body was found by a
fisherman and his daughter. Experts disagreed about
where the body most likely entered the river. It was really
not known if Mame died in Andrew County, or in Buchanan County. Whether or not this resulted in a police
jurisdictional dilemma, and adversely affected the investigation, is not known.
Some of the articles speak of Mame being “wealthy.”
She apparently had several hundred dollars hidden around
the house, maybe even a few thousand; however, it would
be a “stretch” to call her “wealthy.” Rumors of hidden
hoards of gold also circulated. While it makes for interesting reading, the stories probably wouldn’t pass a fact test.
I found it interesting to note that my uncle by marriage,
Elmer Reital, had been appointed as the Administrator of
the Estate of Mame Nester. Elmer certainly was not a
blabber-mouth as Fred Wampler had been. Wampler had
declared to the St. Joseph News Press, “It was well known
in Andrew county that there was money about the home.
Miss Nester did a lot of buying with the old style, large
size bills of yesteryear. In 1950, the Nesters had more
(Continued on page 2)
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than $13,000 in old currency, according to Fred Wampler,
administrator of the estate. He said earlier this week that
only $8,800 of that had been deposited.” In spite of Wampler’s calculations, “only a couple cans of pennies and
some old bills and papers” were found. (St. Joseph News
Press August 27, 1953)
There was much talk about offering a reward for information leading to the arrest of the killer; however, I do not
see that any action was taken. That is unfortunate; it may
have worked. Many suspects were arrested and questioned, including five taxi drivers, but nothing was gained
and eventually the police investigation came to a halt.
Editor’s Note:
The Buchanan County Prosecutor’s Office did follow
another line of investigation. In 1953, soon after Mame
Nester’s disappearance, a taxi driver was caught and later
convicted of killing six-year-old Bobby Greenlease, son of
a wealthy Kansas City car dealer. The boy was abducted
from Kansas City by the cab driver’s girlfriend, and used to
extract a $600,000 ransom from his family, although the
boy was shot soon after his abduction.
The abductors were Carl Austin Hall and his girlfriend
Bonnie Emily Brown Heady, who lived in St. Joseph.
The boy’s body was found in the yard of the girlfriend’s
home at at 1201 S. 38th St. in St. Joseph, Missouri. The suspects had fled to St. Louis where they were apprehended.
Hall had recently been released from prison when Mame
Nester was killed. He was interrogated in connection with
Mame Nester’s death by the Buchanan Prosecuting Attorney’s Office the day before his execution in Jefferson City,
Missouri; his response was, “I know what you want me
say, but I cannot say it.”
Any connection between this convicted murderer and
Mame Nester is speculative, since neither evidence nor a
confession was ever obtained from either Hall or Heady.
For more information on the Greenlease murder, visit
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/history/famous-cases/
greenlease-kidnapping. 

St. Joseph Daily Herald, April 23, 1896
St. Joseph
News and
Press
February 6,
1904

St. Joseph
News and
Press
February 6,
1904
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Hatfields and McCoys?
No, Parkers and Montgomerys
by Diana Reynolds

Our family like most others has its share of rumors and
stories that have been passed down through the years. One
of ours is the Montgomery/Parker story. The Parkers
were relatives on my grandmother’s side; they lived close
to Agency, Missouri, and were distantly related to the
Montgomery family.
D. G. Parker and D. C. Montgomery were both farmers
living about a mile apart seven miles southeast of St.
Joseph. A dispute had erupted between the two men and
had been carried on for a couple of years or more. What
the disagreement was about was never officially revealed,
but the family story revolved around some pigs getting
loose.
In the Monday May 24, 1886 St. Joseph paper, Parker
stated that the original problem was “not of a serious
nature but numerous things had transpired to widen the
breach between us.” Evidently the last incident was that
Montgomery wanted Parker to move a fence between the
farms. Parker said he happened to meet D. C. Montgomery’s son Joe and tried to reason with him to see if the
current disagreement could be settled. This was
undoubtedly a very troublesome family situation.
Later Parker and Montgomery ran into each other and
according to newspaper accounts, Parker stated,
“Montgomery brought up the conversation between Joe
and me, stating that I had started a quarrel. I told him that
Joe’s statement was untrue as there had been no quarrel
and that Joe was a liar. I had scarcely uttered the last word
when Montgomery struck me, felling me to the ground

and gouging his thumbs in my left eye. I called to my son,
Frank, and he came running to my assistance. Frank hit at
him and Montgomery started hitting at both of us.
When he let go of me I pulled my pistol and fired 2 shots
at him. He threw up his hands and said you have killed
me. I asked him what better he could expect when he had
been pounding me almost to death?” Then Parker and son
Joe got on the train and went to the city where he was later
arrested.
Parker at one time stated he had no idea the shots had
taken effect until being informed of Montgomery’s death.
Parker was arrested and the local newspaper states that the
two families have had bad feelings and it is feared
retribution will be exacted by Montgomery’s family.
After the arrest Parker was treated for wounds suffered
during the fight and a physician certified that he would be
unable to attend the court hearing due to his injuries.
The case was bound over for trial but was put off for
quite some time.
At this point in my research, I went to the Northwest
Missouri Genealogical Library and one of the volunteers
graciously helped me look up trial information. Parker
was found guilty and sent to prison but was granted an
early release by the Governor. His booking information
available at the Library told his physical description as well
as how many children he had and the disposition of his
case.
The majority of the Montgomery family moved to
Kansas because they never wanted to live near the Parker
family again.
Note: Some of this information I got from a relative who
attributes much of the information to research done by
Laura Bailey, Rushville, Missouri. 

St. Joseph Daily News
October 23, 1885
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Blackmail and Murder in a Small Town
by Linda Ellis Benedetti

Every family has a scandal
hidden in the
folds of the curtain dropped
down over the
evil deed at the
time it happened. My family scandal
eventually made
its way to a
book I published in 2011,
Blackmail and
Murder in a
Small Town.
My greatEthel Jesse Hine, or “Auntie”
grandfather,
Caleb Guthrie Jesse, a pharmacist in Maryville, Missouri,
shot and killed the editor of a local newspaper on April 7,
1899. He did not conceal his crime. He shot Frank Griffin in front of a store on the town square directly across the
street from the Nodaway County Court House. It was a
clear day and the town was full of shoppers. Everyone in
the vicinity saw it happen. Even Jesse’s six-year-old son
Joe, who was standing in front of Signs Store, saw his father commit the murder.
I know this to be true now but at the time I started my
quest for information, I was not even sure that it wasn’t
one of those family stories handed down for 100 years that
proves to be just that, a story. I was lucky enough to count
my 82-year-old great aunt as a friend. She was Auntie to
me. She was one of the only people I knew in Kansas City
when I left KU with a degree in Journalism in 1965.
Auntie lived on the Plaza in a third floor apartment and
often when I finished my work day I would spend evenings
with her. Her memory was still good and she told me family stories about her life as a teenager in Maryville, Missouri. She never mentioned the murder committed by her
father in April, 1899 or the newspaper editor who was
blackmailing him. It was much later that I found out the
true story and her part in it.
In looking for family information, libraries and books
and film are very helpful, but the words of the person who
experienced the event are the best, so I tried to get the information from Auntie, to no avail. I also tried calling my
great-aunt Agnes Jesse (widow of Joe Jesse who witnessed
the murder), who lived in Nashville, Tennessee at the time.
Great Aunt Agnes was not cordial to me and with much
screaming and threats she made it clear that the story
should never see the light of day. She then hung up on me
and I never was able to speak with her again. So much for
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

first person stories.
But one bitter cold January night, Auntie inadvertently
gave me two of the diaries she had kept as a teenager.
They were inside one of the envelopes of old pictures that
she gave me from time to time. The diaries were actually
school theme booklets. They were old and fading and the
pages were beginning to fray but they gave me my first
clue that a murder did happen. I still have the diaries and
plan to publish them eventually.
The clues I found in the diaries were pages that had been
partially cut out. A date showed above the scissors marks
and that’s how I decided to find out why she had not only
clipped out partial pages but had written other pages in a
code of her own making. These were not actual words
from Auntie’s mouth, but close enough.
Only one partial reference stumped me. “The man came
and told me that Pa was not acquitted. We were all so
shocked. I cried all afternoon,” wrote my aunt on the day
my great-grandfather was convicted. But, what was his
crime? My experience as a newspaper reporter made me
question these omissions and the code (which is still unbroken). I was sure that newspapers of that era included much
society news and gossip. That’s where I started my search.
But the newspaper in Maryville had burned down early in
the new century and I had made a trip there for naught.
I later wrote to the Missouri State Historical Society in
Jefferson City asking if they had newspaper on microfilm
from that era. They did. They, however, did not lend it
out. Some unfortunate employee had to scan many rolls of
film for me. She had nothing to go on except that a crime
had been committed in early April, 1899.
I was amazed when a fat, brown envelope arrived stuffed
with photocopies of article after article and page after page
of news reports about the crime. I could not believe my
luck. But I did not stop there. I went to Maryville and
found out that no one had ever heard of this crime. Newspapers from the time had burned in a fire and the only access to them was in Jefferson City.
To my surprise, this was a major case in Missouri. It
remained a big story for more than two years while two
trials came and went. I still used the diaries as a source
and wondered why my aunt (who was 16 at the time),
“went down to see Papa” every day. Papa had a drugstore
on the square but that’s not where she saw him. It was
later reported that his middle daughter walked from home
every day to see her “Papa.”
I eventually gathered what I thought was enough information to start writing my story. I was wrong. I did not
have factual evidence, only the “he said, she said” statements that would never hold up in court.
So, in order to verify what I thought I knew and the actual truth and then craft it into a readable story, I took a
(Continued on page 5)
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class. Not just any class, but the Writer’s Block class at
the Midwest Genealogy Library in Independence, Missouri. I sharpened my writing skills there and found the
resources I needed to prove my story. Getting feedback
from the class as my story progressed was invaluable. We
met once a month and the instructor started every class
with information about resources housed in the library and
in other locations.
Because of this information I was able to stitch my story
together with reliable information.
The form the story took was my own, with a few prods
from class members. Questions arose regarding other people in the story and that sent me off on another search for
information in other states.
I cannot imagine doing this research any other way but
online. So many databases are available from my home
computer that I saved valuable time doing a lot of my
searches at home.
Once I had the basic information of the crime and why it
happened, I was ready to write, or so I thought. The “why”
of the crime was the only thing I did not have. I knew that
Frank Griffin, editor of Griff’s Daily Review (by 2014,
standards it read like the tabloids of today) had been blackmailing my great-grandfather for two years and that he had
demanded $10 a month. But on April 7, 1899, Griffin demanded $100, a sum my great-grandfather did not have
and could not get as his pharmacy building had burned
down a couple of weeks earlier.
In order to save the ‘honor of his family,’ Grandpa Jesse
went home, got his pistol out of a steamer trunk, loaded it
and went back into town to await Griffin’s arrival from the
Maryville Depot where he had just put his wife on a train.
The honor he was trying to save was that of my then 16year-old great aunt. Because of the times, whatever she
did or was accused of doing was never published. It could
have been an event so innocent by today’s standards that
we would laugh at the possibility of someone being killed
over it.
But someone was
killed and the two trials
that ensued caused a bitter division among
townspeople. Many people had been affected by
Griffin and his newspaper. Unlike today, the
past crimes of defendants
and plaintiffs were part
of the court record.
Frank Griffin’s record
included several charges
of blackmail on other
prominent people in
Maryville.
The story is one that
is still of interest today
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

Say It Ain’t So, Grandpa!
by Linda Landes

One day, I took my daughter
with me to the NWMGS to find a
divorce decree for my grandparents, Otto and Iva Howell. Otto
Howell was born on November 2,
1901 in St Joseph, Missouri, to
Lemuel and Mary (Roney) Howell. With the help from one of the
great volunteers there, I was given
my grandfather’s arrest records for
Burglary and Larceny. Talk about
a person’s jaw hitting the floor!
Here is the story that I learned at
Otto Howell
the NWMGS Library:
On August 6, 1921 Edward Reintinger, Otto Howell, and Roy Bridges were arrested for
breaking into a dwelling that was owned by Elmer C.
James of Halls, MO. The three suspects took numerous
items including men and women’s jewelry and money.
Then, on August 9, 1921, the three suspects broke into a
store owned by James F. Gallagher located at 6108 King
Hill Avenue in St. Joseph. During this robbery, they stole
numerous items such as a percolator, food, money and
cigarettes. Looks like they planned on hitting the road!
According to the arrest records the three were tried and
convicted of the robberies in November 1921 and were
sentenced to two years in the Missouri penitentiary. 
because of the participants and how their lives were impacted by the whole bizarre episode.
Auntie died at the age of 102 in 1985. I never revealed
to her how much I knew about this awful episode from her
past. The only reference she made to me about those times
was when she referred to the fire that burned down her father’s drugstore. She told me it was especially awful for
her. Hoping for more information, I asked her what made
it so awful. Well, she said, my wheel was in the store
when it burned, and I never got another one. Her “wheel”
was her bicycle and that was all she would say about it.
When I published the book in 2011, I had no idea that I
would be marketing and selling it myself. I have had the
book reprinted three times and it is selling at the local
Brass Armadillo in Grain Valley, Missouri. I have done
numerous book signings and talks about how I found the
information about the skeleton in my family’s closet. I tell
them that you have to have something factual to go on and
then follow every lead until you are satisfied that you have
the best information you can get. If I were writing the
book today, I would do more intensive research and expand the story to tell more about the town of Maryville in
the 1890’s. As it stands, it is an explanation to my children
and grandchildren of what really happened in that long ago
time. 
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Sources for Police Officer Ancestors
by Connie McCoy

In the collection of Northwest Missouri Genealogical
Society are some materials that might be of interest to researchers who had policemen in the family. A 1903
Greater St. Joseph Police Department Souvenir publication
contains photographs of members
of the police department. In addition, the Library has a series of
booklets from the Police Benefit
Ball Pension Fund that also contain
photographs of members of the police department. One is a 1931
book, but most are for the 1940’s
through the 1960’s.
A binder of St. Joseph Police Officers Killed in the Line of Duty
contains newspaper clippings about
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the death of each officer as well as photographs of their
graves. The binder also contains information about Law
Enforcement Memorials in Washington D.C., Jefferson
City, and St. Joseph. The binder contains photographs of
the memorial plaques for each St. Joseph officer killed in
the line of duty.
St. Joseph Police Department
1887-2001 contains a list of St. Joseph policemen giving dates of appointment and resignation, and
highest rank achieved. The Library
also owns trading cards that police
officers distributed in 1999, and a
newspaper clipping that lists the
men who served in St. Joseph as
police chiefs. 
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From 1903 Greater St. Joseph Police Department Souvenir publication

St. Joseph Daily News
January 2, 1891
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Circuit Court Records and Missouri Penitentiary Index
by Connie McCoy

Sometimes in our research on Buchanan County residents, we encounter an ancestor who ended up in court;
those records can be found at the Northwest Missouri Genealogical Library in circuit court records of Buchanan
County, the only place to find the earliest court proceedings. In addition to the court record books, the Library has
case files for many cases, beginning around 1887. In those
days, Buchanan County had Circuit Courts One, Two, and
Three; it was Court Three that usually dealt with criminal
cases. The NWMGS Library has some Court Three record
books and some criminal case files, but it has many more
Court One and Two record books and case files.
People went to court for many reasons, and checking
the indexes to the Circuit Court for the years your ancestor

resided in the county may reveal that he or she was involved in a criminal or civil court case. Early court record
books record charges of gaming, stealing horses, selling
liquor on Sunday, assault and battery, trespassing, selling
without a license, arson, unlawful assembly, burglary, and
larceny, as well as divorces and suits over debts. Other
Missouri counties’ court records can also be found at the
NWMGS Library on microfilm.
A convicted ancestor may have been sentenced to the
Missouri State Penitentiary. The Library has on microfilm
an index of prisoners from 1836 to 1902 and microfilm of
Registers of inmates from 1836 to 1946. The earlier records contain a physical description of the inmate. Later
records give only the dates of arrival at the penitentiary and
the date of release. 

Index to Early Missouri State Penitentiary Records

Early Missouri State Penitentiary Records

Information Recorded on Missouri State Penitentiary Records

“Name of convict:
William Zeke
Williamsifen”

Age
of
convict:
33

“Place of nativity:
Kentucky ?”

“Height of
convict:
5 ft 4
large”
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“Length “Comof foot: plexion:
10 ?” fair and
hair
black.”
Vol. 34

“Scars and natural marking:
Several moles on the back. A
small round scar on the right arm
— small scar on the left eyebrow
and large scar on the right foot.”
No. 1
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A Young Communist
by Patrice R. Fatig and John S. Grimes

“A young communist” is how the
obituary of Amanda
Plumb Gump described the person
who murdered her
daughter, Rebeca
(obituary published
2 February 1939 in
Sheldon Enterprise,
Sheldon, MO).
Finding information
about the crime and
Rebeca’s death
would take some detective-style research. While the research was undertaken to find information about Rebeca, I
could not help but find out more about the person who pled
guilty to the murder.
Rebeca Ann Gump, as listed in the 1900 U. S. Federal
census, was the fourth surviving child of Amanda and Benjamin Franklin Gump (26 November 1845 – 15 July
1900). Amanda was the third wife of Benjamin Gump, the
great-great-grandfather of John Grimes through his first
wife, Sabina Drusilla Norton (1847 – 1907). Rebeca was
born in September 1897 according to this census. When
her father died later in 1900, Rebeca along with her mother
and two brothers, Harrison and Charles, were placed in the
Vernon County, Missouri Almshouse. According to her
mother’s obituary, a Miss Nancy Pine of Barton County,

Missouri adopted the girl. Rebeca
eventually married and moved to the
St. Louis, Missouri area, where she
was murdered. Unfortunately, her
mother’s obituary did not list Rebeca’s married name or where or
when she was murdered which made
a search of the online Missouri death
certificates impossible.
The obituary did, however, list
the name of the person serving time
in the Missouri penitentiary for the
murder – Clara Fish. Internet research provided information that
prison records are available through
the Missouri State Archives and
might contain information, such as
the prisoner’s name, prison number,
some background information (place
of birth, education, family),
crime committed, and date of
release. As this information might help me backtrack to
information on Rebeca, I requested a copy of the records
from the Missouri State Archives.
We learned that Clara was sentenced to life imprisonment on April 20, 1932 in the court in St. Louis County.
With this information, John requested the microfilm rolls
of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch from the St. Joseph Public
Library, who acquired them through interlibrary loan and
began his fieldwork of reading the newspapers. After
some searching, John found the first of several articles.
The largest story appeared on the front page of the April
20, 1932 issue of the newspaper with the headline Clara
Fish Gets Life For Murder on Guilty Plea, an article that
also provided Rebeca’s married name of Maddux (also
spelled “Maddox”) and her shortened first name of
Reba.
Details of the murder were not contained in the trial
articles, but could be found in the newspaper articles
published around October 30, 1931, the date of the murder that was found on Reba’s death certificate, for the
details. While her death certificate indicated multiple
lacerations of neck caused by a cutting instrument
(Continued on page 10)
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(razor), we learned from the articles that Reba was killed
with slashes so severe that she was almost decapitated.
We learned that her body was left a short distance from
Sugar Creek Lane on the outskirts of Kirkwood, Missouri.
As I searched various on-line newspapers for information about the crime and the trial, I found articles in newspapers from coast to coast—New Hampshire, Connecticut,
Florida, Arizona—often on the front page of the paper.
Through these articles (and verified through the 1930 and
1940 U.S. Federal censuses), we learned that Reba had two
children, a son Thomas (age 5 in 1931) and a daughter,
Martha (age 17 months in 1931 and listed as Wilma Mae
in the 1940 U.S. Federal census). According to the 1930
U.S. Federal census, she had been married about five
years. We know that the family employed Mary Simms as
a live-in cook. Reba was a member of the First Methodist
Episcopal Church of Webster Grove and Clara had attended services with her.
We learn that Reba’s husband, Walter Maddux, age 35
in 1931, was a crippled laborer in a local chemical plant.
Following the funeral, he was taken in for questioning
about the death of his wife and released.
The facts surrounding the crime are cloudy as Clara
made multiple confessions when she finally admitted to
the crime. At first, Clara claimed Reba committed suicide
in her presence. Later, she said she slashed Reba’s throat
at Reba’s request after Reba was unable to slash her own
throat. Later, Clara implicated Walter in the crime, which
led to Walter being arrested and again released. It seems
to be undisputed that Walter and Clara had an intimate
relationship that began shortly after Clara came to the area
and rented a room in the Maddux home. Other articles
reported that Clara was a maid in the Maddux home.
The April 1932 trial is also intriguing. With the court
packed and waiting over four hours to hear opening statements, Clara pled guilty to second degree murder and was
sentenced to life imprisonment after facing a possible
death penalty for the original charge of first degree murder. Shortly after the trial, Walter was again taken into
custody for the murder of his wife on a warrant based upon
an affidavit filed by Clara’s father, Joseph Fish.
Later newspaper articles indicate that, after an early
June 1932 preliminary hearing, the judge dismissed the
murder charges against Walter. The judge cited the unreliable testimony of Clara as supporting the dismissal of the
charges.
We learned the following about Clara from the newspaper and her prison records: From the newspaper, we
know that Clara came from a prominent family who lived
in the Zalma-Arab community in Bollinger County, Missouri where they farmed. She had eight years of education, having graduated the previous spring. She recently
moved (May 1931) to the St. Louis area where at least two
(John and Maude) of her numerous siblings lived. She
lived with the Maddux family.

From her prison records, we learned that
she was of fair complexion with auburn hair with
medium brown eyes, was
5 feet, 6 3/8 inches tall,
weighing 136 pounds.
She had been a housemaid before her incarceration. Her middle
name was Mildred. She
was twenty years old
when she entered prison,
which calculates 1912 as
her birth year. Her
mother was Mae Fish.
After serving 23
years, Clara was granted
parole and lived with her
brother, Norman, in
Zalma, Missouri. She
met and was given permission (because of her
parole status) to marry
Marion Pittman on November 10, 1956. They
had a daughter, Rhonda,
on March 16, 1960.
Newspaper stories
published between December 1935 and April
1936 inform us that
Rhonda was not Clara’s
first child. In December
1935, a story broke that
Clara, while still a prisoner, became pregnant. She was the first prisoner of the
state penitentiary to become a mother while an inmate. She
alleged that the father was a prison guard who was suspended and later reinstated to his job after an investigation
exonerated him. Clara’s daughter, unfortunately, died on
April 2, 1936, two days after her birth due to a heart malformation. One wonders if this had any part in Clara’s four
-month stay at the Fulton Asylum in late 1939 to early
1940, recorded in her prison record.
Her prison record also tells us that upon recommendation of her Parole Officer and the Board of Probation and
Parole, on December 30, 1960, Governor J. T. Blair, Jr.,
(term: 1957- 1961) commuted her life sentence to a term
ending the same day.
Having read so much about her, I could not let Clara’s
story end in 1960; so, I conducted some additional internet
research to see if I could find out what happened with the
rest of her life. I located her obituary and learned that she
lived to age 91, dying on July 9, 2003. Her daughter
(presumably Rhonda), one grandson and three great(Continued on page 11)
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granddaughters survived her. She retired from working at
a nursing home and was a member of a local Baptist
church. She seemed to have turned her life into one of
which to be proud.
We located Walter’s death certificate. Walter died on
March 3, 1947 of cancer in Webster County, Missouri. We
located the death certificate of Reba’s daughter, Wilma
Mae Maddux Gintz, also a resident of Webster County,
who died on March 16, 1955 due to complications during
pregnancy. Her birthday is listed as April 14, 1930.
As with many historical events, many questions remain
that we would like to answer. While some questions about
the crime were not answerable then, they would be today
with modern forensics: was Reba’s mental capacity that of
a child; were there any fingerprints on the razor or ether
can or on the bloody paper found beside the body; if so, to
whom did they belong; was there any DNA on the bloody
coveralls found in the woods near the scene of the murder,
and was the blood human or animal; were the coveralls
present at the time the body was discovered or were they
planted at the scene. The question about the identity of the
father of Clara’s daughter would also be determinable today with a simple DNA test. Some questions, such as why
was Clara described as a “young communist” or was Walter involved with the murder, will probably never be answered. The search goes on. 

Getting Files from the Missouri State Archives
by Patrice Fatig

In my research of the Fish story, I requested a copy
of Clara’s prisoner records from the Missouri State
Archives (www.sos.mo.gov/archives/resources/
faq.asp#postal). The website provides a Genealogical
Request Form that I printed out, completed and mailed
to the address on the form. Requests can also be made
by email, but not by telephone. Only one type of record can be requested at a time, and penitentiary records are one type of record the staff researcher will
research.
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

Once the staff located Clara’s file, they replied with
a long letter informing me of what was available and
the cost for providing a copy of each different type of
document (register, commutation, mug shot, etc.) and
what form I could receive my results in (photocopies,
DVD, transcription, and high resolution color digital
scan, depending on the type of document). I received
a scan of the register book and three mug shots on
DVD for $23.50. 
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Bullets Fly on Frederick Avenue
by Margaret Hendon

Drunk Runs Amuck,
Two Are Killed and Two
Deaths
Follow Battle With Pistols

These were the front page headlines on August 1, 1922 in the St. Joseph Gazette and the St. Joseph News
Press. The two deceased persons
were Dr. William W. Wertenberger
and Charles Haynes. Dr. Wertenberger was my great-great uncle.
During my family research, I had
found a copy of the doctor’s death
certificate online and it stated that his
cause of death was an “accidental”
gunshot wound to the head. I was
having a hard time reconciling how a
gunshot wound to the head could be
deemed accidental and that started my
search. I was not able to find information about Dr. Wertenberger
online and I had not heard anything
about him from my family. Since I
was also trying to research other
members of the family, I made a genealogy road trip to St. Joseph in
2011. Since I had a date of death, I
went to the old newspapers from that
time and found detailed stories of
what had transpired.
On the evening of July 31, 1922, it
appears that Charley Haynes decided
to kill his wife. His cousin Jim
Haynes drove him to the apartment
that Charley had shared with his wife
and dropped him off. From the newspaper accounts, Charley was under
the influence and carrying a .44 caliber gun. He burst into the apartment
and shoved the gun into his wife’s
chest. Due to his inebriated state, she
was able to escape, but Charley
started shooting. A watchman employed on Frederick Avenue reached
the building and he and Charley exchanged gunfire. According to the
newspaper accounts, Charley got a
second gun from his cousin Jim and
continued his rampage. By this time
several policemen had arrived, and
the gun battle continued. Eventually

Charley was struck twice in the chest
and fell.
The newspaper articles relate that
bullets were flying up and down Frederick Avenue shattering windows
and ricocheting around the street. Dr.
Wertenberger and his wife were
standing in front of the Foster-Penney
tire shop talking with Mr. and Mrs.
Penney when Dr. Wertenberger was
struck by a stray bullet. The tire shop
was located on the northwest corner of
12th Street and Frederick Avenue
about a half block west of the rooming
house. Dr. Wertenberger was rushed
to Noyes Hospital but died a few
hours later.
Later that evening, Jim Haynes,
who had dropped Charley off to commit his offense, was found and taken
into custody along with another person suspected of being involved. I do
not know if a court case was filed
against Jim Haynes or what was the
outcome of his arrest.
Charley Haynes was a veteran of
World War I and had served in France
and had led a platoon during the
Muese-Argonne offensive. He was
also in the St. Mihiel offensive. Information on these offensives can be
found online. The newspapers related
that Charley had been promoted to
sergeant at the front and also decorated for bravery. I suspect that in
today’s world he probably would have
been diagnosed with post traumatic
stress disorder. He came from a large
family as two brothers and seven sisters survived him. He is buried in
Mount Auburn cemetery.
Dr. Wertenberger was born on the
family farm in the Easton area of Buchanan County. His parents were
Daniel and Mary Wertenberger. He
graduated from the University of
Michigan School of Medicine in 1892
and was an eye, ear nose and throat
specialist. He returned to St. Joseph
in 1892 to start his practice. A short
biography written in1898 (The Daily
News History of Buchanan County
and St. Joseph, Missouri From the
Time of the Platte Purchase to the End
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Dr. Wertenberger
Photo from The Daily News History of
Buchanan County and St. Joseph, Mo.
From the Time of the Platte Purchase to
the End of the Year 1898.

of the Year 1898) states that he had
also received a PhD from Northwestern University in Chicago in 1898. I
have not been able to corroborate that
information. He had owned the Empress movie theater for ten years prior
to his death and had purchased the
Olive movie theater the year before.
He had discontinued his practice a
few months before his death and was
concentrating on the theaters. He
also owned a good deal of property in
St. Joseph. He married Helen Edith
Brittain in 1916 when he was fiftyfour. He and Helen are buried in the
Mount Mora Cemetery. Helen was
almost thirty years his junior and did
not pass away until 1974.
I continue to try and find information about his parents, Daniel and
Mary. They lived in an area of Buchanan County called Boyers Settlement. William has become one of
my favorite subjects and seems to
have been a fascinating person.
There are parts of his life that beg to
have the “why” answered. Why did
he go to medical school in Michigan
rather than Missouri and why did he
marry so late in life? The search goes
on. 
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Murder in the Missouri River
contributed by Marla Hathhorn

My great-greatgrandfather John Hughes murdered his brother-in-law David
Fitzwater, the brother of
John’s wife. The murder occurred in Holt County near Big
Lake on June 15, 1872. John
Hughes was tried, found guilty
of manslaughter, and served
two years and three months at
the Missouri State Penitentiary
in Jefferson City, MO. After
serving his time, he returned to
Mary Elizabeth
his wife Mary Elizabeth
Fitzwater Hughes
Hughes and they had four
children (all this AFTER he murdered her brother!).
John lived until January 16, 1906 and is buried in the
Sunbridge/City Cemetery in St. Joseph, Missouri. His wife
Mary is buried at Mt. Mora Cemetery, St. Joseph, Missouri. David Fitzwater is buried in Easter Cemetery, Holt
County, Missouri.

During the day Hughes had been heard to make frequent
threats against Fitzwater, saying he would take his life If
he ever met with him again.
Fitzwater was In bed when Hughes returned home, but
was soon awakened by the loud and noisy threats which
Hughes was making. He remained quiet however, thinking that Hughes would retire shortly, and the trouble
would then be over. But Instead of this the storm increased. Hughes passed to the door of Fitzwater, demanding an entrance, and at the same-time telling him his
purpose. He was armed with a heavy bludgeon, about two
feet long, which he flourished around in a threatening man(Continued on page 14)

St. Joseph Gazette, April 24, 1914

Transcript from The Kansas Chief Newspaper,
June 20, 1872
A deliberate and cold-blooded murder was perpetrated
over in the Missouri Bottom in the Big Tarkio neighborhood, a few miles above here on last Saturday night. A
man named John Hughes had a spite against a young man
named Fitzwater, whose sister he had married. Hughes
had threatened to kill Fitzwater and on Saturday he got
drunk, with the killing intent uppermost. Sometime during
the night, he went to Fitzwater’s house and called him out;
and when the latter appeared, struck him a heavy blow in
the side with a large club, causing his death in a few minutes. One report says that Fitzwater exclaimed, as he fell,
“You have killed me!” to which Hughes replied” “By G-d,
I intended to kill you!” Hughes hastily rode up to the opposite bank of the river on a mule, early on Sunday morning and the ferry boat not being over, he left the mule at
Moyn’s mill and crossed to this side in a skiff. Parties are
in pursuit of him and if they catch him, it is the impression
that they will make short work of him.
Transcript from The Holt County Sentinel, June 21, 1872
Last Saturday night about 11 o’clock, one of the most
bloody and villainous tragedies occurred In Holt county
that has ever been recorded In the history of this section.
The murder took place at Rush Bottom, about four miles
west of Bigelow. A fiend by the name of John Hughes,
came home partly under the Influence of liquor, and made
Inquiries for his brother-in-law, David Fitzwater, who was
residing at the same place.
Continued on page 18
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ner. In the mean time the members of the family were aroused and were endeavoring to pacify Hughes and get him to bed. He turned a deaf ear to their entreaties, and said that he must see this Fitzwater and that he intended to kill him.
Fitzwater had come out from his room and was then seeking protection behind
his mother, trying to shield himself from sight. It was but a short time however,
until Hughes started in the direction of the two. He tore the mother away, and
with one blow from his club he felled poor Fitzwater to the floor, where he expired in a few minutes. The blow fell upon the left side of Fitzwater, breaking
several of the ribs and causing a rupture of the main blood vessel. A post mortem
examination was afterwards made and it was ascertained that the injuries were
sufficient to cause instant death.
After the blow was struck and before he could raise to strike another the family
caught him and pinned him to the floor. They then secured him and he was held
in duress until next morning. Meanwhile messengers had been dispatched for
officers to hasten to their assistance, and in the morning the constable from Bigelow arrived, in company with H. C. Long, Justice of the Peace, prepared to take
the murderer in custody. He was brought out from his temporary prison and a
guard placed over him while the necessary papers were being prepared. He managed to give his guard the slip, however, and made good his escape. All efforts
to recapture him proved unavailing and he is still at large. On Sunday everybody
joined in the efforts to find him, but no trace that is likely to lead to his discovery
was found. Hughes, we are informed by ‘Squire Long, was looked upon as a
desperate character, and had the good will and friendship of no one. For three
years he had been lounging around the residence of Fitzwater, and in that time
never made an effort to maintain his family. Fitzwater, on the contrary, was an
Industrious and law-abiding man, and universally esteemed. He was engaged to
be married the Sunday following to a Miss McCrady, who takes his tragic death
very hard. The citizens of Rush Bottom and Bigelow have offered a large reward
for the apprehension of Fitzwater’s murderer, and It is devoutly to be hoped that
he will be captured and arraigned and punished for the foul deed.

St. Joseph Daily News
January 2, 1891

Transcript from The Holt County Sentinel, July 5,1872
Hughes, the Murderer: John Hughes, the
murderer of David Fitzwater, is still at large.
He was last seen at the residence of Mr. Odell near Rulo ferry. He told Odell
that he had killed his brother-in-law, and that he was trying to leave the country,
and that he intended to have one of Jonathan Sapp’s horses or his (skin) that
night. Sapp was notified and he watched his horses all night with his loaded gun.
It is supposed he crossed over into Kansas near the mouth of the Tarkio, as John
Hancock’s skiff was missing that night. Neither the murderer nor the skiff have
been seen or heard of since. All this took place Sunday evening and Sunday
night. And if this statement is true, the other statements, that he was seen in the
bottom near Bigelow, are untrue. Why is there no reward offered by the authorities of the county for his arrest? It is said the reward offered by the citizens, $250,
is insufficient, and as the money was not put up, and no one seems to be pledged
for the payment of the same, it is uncertain whether it could be obtained if the
murderer was arrested.
Transcription from The Kansas Chief Newspaper, August 22, 1872
John Hughes, who murdered his brother-in-law Fitzwater in Rush Bottom,
Holt County, Missouri, some time ago, has been captured and is now confined in
the Oregon jail. 

Continued on page 19
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100 Years Ago:
Shootout at Saxton!
by Doni Mollus

St. Joseph Gazette
April 23, 1914

I am a novice genealogist, and this
is the story of the first brick wall I
managed to break through…also exciting because it introduced me to the
first skeletons in my collective family
closets!
I was just beginning to research my
maternal line, and had very little to go
on. My mother’s grandfather was
John Serocki, and he died when she
was only a year old. My mother’s
living aunts and uncle were very
closed-mouthed about their father and
his family, and absolutely refused to
talk about the past. Then one day my
mother happened to mention a family
rumor that one of the Serocki brothers had killed another, but no one
would talk about it.
I had luckily found a copy of the
will of Alexander Serocki (my greatgreat-grandfather) at the Northwest

Missouri Genealogical Library, and it
named all ten of his children: five
boys (Charles, Joseph, Frank, John,
and Conrad) and five girls (Anna,
Mary, Pauline, Clara, and Josephine).
I set about collecting copies of their
death certificates to see if any had
died of other than natural causes (this
was before Missouri death certificates
were available online).
One problem generally leads to another, and I soon found a discrepancy
in surnames. It seems at one time
most of the children had been using
their father’s given name, Alexander,
as their surname, because of the discrimination faced by Polish immigrants. I even found
my great-greatgrandfather listed
variously as
“Alexander Alexander” and “Serocki
Alexander.”
Eventually I did
find death certificates for all of the
boys, and, voila!
Conrad Alexander’s cause of death
was “homicide…
gunshot wound of
chest.” His date of
death was given as
April 22, 1914.
That led me to the
St. Joseph public
library, and the microfilmed newspapers.
Sure enough, on
April 23, 1914, a
front page headline
read “Slays Brother,
Gives Self Up.”
The Serocki/
Alexanders were a
notoriously hottempered bunch,
and John and Conrad had apparently
carried on a feud
and exchanged
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threats between each other for some
time. They lived on adjoining farms
in Saxton, just outside of St. Joseph,
and apparently things came to a head
on April 22, when Conrad drove by
in his buggy and found John working
alone.
According to the newspaper account, they argued, John believed
Conrad was reaching to draw a gun,
and John shot first. Conrad’s horse
lurched forward, and ran for home,
while John apparently walked to the
street car line, rode downtown, and
turned himself in; he thought he had
wounded Conrad, but did not believe
(Continued on page 16)

Conrad S. Serocki
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he had killed him.
I plowed through a year’s worth of newspapers, searching for articles related to the trial and outcome. The trial
was often front-page news. Conrad’s widow, Mary Glahn
Alexander, had been fast friends with John’s wife, Frances
Brozowski Alexander. At the time, Conrad had five children, and John had seven; at one point the judge had to
order the women to remove the children from the courtroom, saying, “This is no kindergarten…”
Many of the “facts” reported in the paper were incorrect,
including the report that John was living on a farm which
belonged to Conrad…the property actually belonged to the
oldest brother Charles; Conrad merely collected the rent
and sent it to Charles, who later sued Conrad’s estate to get
the rent Conrad had collected, but not paid over. (Charles
was also later involved in a lawsuit with Conrad’s widow
regarding the proceeds of a life insurance policy on Conrad.)
The trial dragged on for months, during which time John
remained in jail, partly because the authorities feared for
his safety if he were to be released. John pled self-defense,
and the coroner’s testimony was that the location of the
wound corroborated John’s story that Conrad had been
reaching to draw.
On November 11, 1914, the St. Joseph News Press reported that John had been acquitted by the jury, and he was
freed.
After the trial and publicity, John changed his surname
back to Serocki, as did several of his siblings. Some of
them apparently used both surnames, sort of randomly…
which, of course, complicates things for those of us working on the family history.
Since discovering the “truth” of the family rumor, I have
been in contact with descendants of Conrad and Clara and
shared my findings. Some of them shared other family

Conrad and Mary (right)

rumors indicating that Conrad did indeed arrive home alive
though severely wounded, and his wife Mary and friend P.
C. Pryor (a law enforcement officer) who just happened to
be there at the time, finished Conrad off. Shortly afterwards, the widow Mary and P. C. Pryor married.
No one will ever really know what happened between the
brothers on that day in April, 1914, since only the two of
them were there…but the family rumors and newspaper
hoopla furnish a plot worthy of a dime-novel Western! 

Call for Submissions
To produce The Journal, we need contributions from
our membership, submissions of any and all genealogical articles, photos, sketches, letters, profiles, research
tips, your story of a research incident—anything that
you think will be of interest to other genealogists. This
is the place for us all to share what we have learned and
discovered. We look forward to submissions from all
nine counties in the NWMGS community. Email submissions to admin@nwmogenealogy.com. Mail to P.O.
Box 382, 412 Felix, St. Joseph, MO, St. Joseph MO
64502. We can’t wait to hear from you!
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Chip Off The Old (Cell) Block…
A Valuable Source of Information
by Doni Mollus

Every now and then in genealogy
we get lucky…an accidental piece of
information pops up that gives an unexpected peek into an ancestor’s life
that might otherwise have gone unseen.
I had been researching my greatgrandfather John Serocki’s brush
with the law in the shooting death of
his brother. After scanning nearly a
year’s worth of micro-filmed newspapers to piece together the story, I decided to write to the St. Joseph, Missouri, Police Department to see if they
had any information that they would
be willing to share with me. I also
mentioned Joseph and Frank Serocki,
John’s brothers, who had also had
some experience with the local justice
system.
I received a very nice reply, telling
me that many of their older records
had been stored in the basement of the
old police station at 9th and Locust,
and were destroyed by a flood, so
there really wasn’t anything available.
However, the clerk responding to my
letter said that she’d also been working on her family history, and while
she hadn’t found any references to the
names I’d listed, she had found two
minor pieces of information for men
whose surname was Serocki, and she
sent me copies of those.
One was an application for a taxi
driver’s license for Paul Serocki.
Paul was one of John Serocki’s seven
sons, so although it really didn’t give
much information that was genealogically significant, it was a fun bit of
data to add to my growing file.
The other was a file card with a
small clip from the St. Joseph, Missouri, paper (June 1926) which read
Two Face Charge. It seems a Charles
Serockie (sic) and a buddy, William
Barkowski, had decided to steal a tire
from a car parked in front of a restaurant at Sixth and Messanie streets,
later determined to be Lyons Restaurant at 512 S. 6th. Unfortunately for

the two boys, the car happened to
belong to a policeman who was
lunching there. Deputy Roland
Erickson caught them red-handed
and promptly arrested them for
petty larceny.
Charles Serocki, the tire thief,
was also one of John Serocki’s
sons…and my grandfather! After
I had read about the shootings that
the older generation of Serocki
boys had been involved in,
Grandpa’s teenage escapade
seemed pretty funny.
He died when I was 10 years
old, and I didn’t really remember
him that well, so it was great to
have something to flesh out his
character and make him seem
more real as a person rather than
just another name in the database.
Hopefully his ineptness at
crime also proves that that particular family trait was petering
out. 
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John Serocki and bride Frances
Brozowski Alexander
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Seek Car Thief continued from page 13

Bad Apples
by Pamela Dandurant Montgomery

Everybody has a bad apple in the family, a black sheep, a gnarled limb on the
family tree. In fact, you may be surprised to find Uncle George or Aunt Genevieve listed in criminal indexes at the NWMGS Library.
Some of the indexes will provide only the file number, name, and date, but others will tell you the criminal’s name, his or her crime, the penalty, the file number, and the date. Just reading the indexes can be a hoot.
Lizzie King is listed in the more complete index, fined $1,000 in 1914 for
“keeping a bawdy house.” But while she may have been the most famous
“madam” of the era, don’t imagine she was the only one. A quick glance will
show us Nannie Alderson, Laura Buckley, Lou Campbell, Hazel Carr, Elizabeth Chapman, and many many more—it was the original cottage industry.
And bawdy houses were not the only crime of the time. Ethel Clark
“flourished a deadly weapon,” while Julius Clemens was accused of using
“offensive language” but was found not guilty. J. T. Clinton stole some chickens, and Landora Coleman “used a hammer to kill.” Fred Devero “let a minor
play pool” and was sent to the workhouse for it. Clarence Dyer was fined $100
and given 90 days in jail for bigamy.
Dewey Felch got three years for “cheating.” Frank Hauber admitted being
“angry with a gun.” Fred Hoffman was fined for “selling watered milk.” Andrew and John Holtsclaw created “mayhem.” Joseph Lastero got 15 years for
“highway robbery.” Claude Root “stole Studebaker car.” Mrs. O. B. Stigers
was fined $5 for “putrid matter.” J. H. Sutton was fined $5 when he “stole a barrel of apples.”
In addition to the indexes, NWMGS Library also holds a set of three books
called Murder: Book 1-3, Nodaway County Missouri1886-1899, Tales of Violent, Mysterious and Suspicious Deaths, compiled by Janet Hawley. Here you
can find some gruesome tales indeed, and not just the index of the perpetrators,
but the entire story transcribed from newspapers.
Here find the story of “Omaha Charley”: “On Wednesday, December 3, 1884,
at about four o’clock p.m. Hubert Kremer was dangerously shot, in Hilgert’s
saloon, in this city, by Charles F. Stevens, better known as Omaha Charley,” who
was eventually stolen from his jail cell and “Hanged Till Dead…And Swung to a
Bridge not far from the Jail Until Life was Extinct.”
Or read about a murdered man returned from the dead when “Jacob Funk
Showed up in Skidmore. An unlooked for and extraordinary surprise was sprung
on the people of Skidmore Wednesday afternoon at 2 o’clock, when Jacob A.
Funk, who disappeared from his home in that town about fourteen years ago and
supposed to be long since dead walked calmly up the
street from the railway station.”
Or read about the “Cane and Abel” story of the
Mulock brothers of 1905, when John killed his
brother D. M. with a shotgun: “The murdered man
leaves three children by a former wife who are said
to be very respectable people. He was married
nearly a year ago to a deaf and dumb woman of
Maryville [Miranda Maines] who has one child—
the boy who saw the shooting. The two brothers
have been at ‘outs’ for a number of years and have
caused no end of trouble to the courts and citizens of
Worth County.”
So visit the library and spend some time with the
area’s ruffians. You might just find that long lost
St. Joseph Weekly Herald
cousin your grandmother never talked about. 
February 13, 1896
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Continued from page 14

The Police Career of Ernst Veregge
My Great-Grandfather
1885-1886, St. Joseph, Missouri
by Monica Schirmer

Ernst Veregge was born
near Hanover, Germany in
1848. After his mother’s
death, his father took another
woman to live with him, because his children would not
allow him to remarry, for fear
that their inheritance would
have to be shared with halfsiblings. Ernst, a teenager, did
not get along with his “stepmother,” nor did he want to
serve in the German military,
so he left for America in 1868,
and ended up in St. Joseph in
1872.
His family’s business at
home in Germany was running
a gast hus or tavern/hotel, and
he worked in saloons in St.
Joseph for a time, as well as
working as a watchman for the
railroads. But for two years,
starting in 1885, he served on
the St. Joseph Police Force.
No doubt he had many interesting tales to tell of cases
Ernst Veregge
he worked on during his time
on the force. On one occasion,
he and another officer went to see a man at home who had been wounded in a
gun brawl near the gas works. The wounded man informed the officers that he
would have been more seriously hurt if he hadn’t been carrying a “French
harp” (a harmonica) in his pocket, which was struck by the bullet. On another
occasion, Officer Veregge helped find a little girl who had run away from home,
claiming that her parents were cruel to her.
Veregge was often on the night watch, which must have been increasingly hard
on his home life, as he had a wife and several small children. In October of 1885,
he was punched by a man named John Kleer, who was fined $5 for the assault.
Newspaper accounts several times note that Veregge was a respected officer, and
in 1886, when there was something of a shake-up in the department, Ernst was
retained on the force, when others were let go.
But perhaps the assault and night duty took its toll, either on Ernst or on his
young wife, expecting yet another baby in 1886. In July of 1886, Ernst resigned
from the police force, giving no particular reason for his resignation, and it was
accepted by the police chief.
He went back to his “family business” and ran a boarding hotel, The Johnson
House at 6th and Locust in St. Joseph, just three blocks from where a new police
headquarters would be built in 1939 (http://www.stjoepd.info/sjpdhistory.html),
but danger seemed to follow him. In 1887, one of his boarders committed suicide
by shooting himself at the Johnson House.
Not long after that, Veregge got out of the boarding house business, too. 
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“A Fatal Shot….”
by Doni Mollus

That was the title of an article appearing in the morning
edition of the St. Joseph Daily Gazette on Monday, August
11, 1890, announcing yet another run-in with the law by
one of the sons of Alexander Serocki. The Serocki clan,
Alexander, his wife Frances, and their ten children
(Charles, Mary, Anna, Joseph, Frank, John, Conrad,
Pauline, Josephine, and Clara) had immigrated to the US
from German-occupied Poland circa 1882. One family
rumor was that the move to the US was to keep the boys
from being conscripted into the army, but another rumor
was that the move helped the boys evade the law…and
given the frequency with which their names appear in the
St. Joseph criminal court records, the latter is more believable. When they first came to St. Joseph, the family decided to drop the original surname, Serocki, and use their
father’s given name, Alexander, so as to avoid the prejudice against Polish immigrants.
In 1890, Joseph S. Alexander (most of the boys used “S”
as their middle initial, for “Serocki”), then 23 years old,
ran a butcher’s shop at 18th and Olive Streets (various
members of the Serocki family ran a grocery store on that
corner for many years; it’s now a parking lot for the post
office). On the night of August 10th, Joseph and some of
his friends were having a drunken party in the shop…that
much is clear, thanks to testimony from neighbors. What
happened after is less clear, as all of the immediate witnesses were intoxicated. Frank Bratak, one of the revelers, apparently went to a local saloon (on a Sunday night?)
and bought another bucket of beer, after which the party
got even rowdier. Joseph drew a .38 pistol and began
pointing it at people for fun. At some point the pistol fired,
striking Frank Bratak in the chest. Police were called, and
the wounded man was carried upstairs, to rooms which
conveniently housed Dr. Charles Dreis. The doctor pronounced the wound likely to be fatal, and Joseph Alexander was arrested. According to the article, “Alexander is
well known, having been mixed up in the justice courts a
number of times.”
The next day’s newspaper continued the story: Frank
Bratak was still clinging to life, but fading rapidly; the
young man’s parents were at his bedside. It also contained
more juicy details about the party, saying that “a first-class
racket had taken place previous to the shooting in Alexander’s shop, as pieces of clothing, neckties, and collars littered the floor.” Joseph was taken before a judge, and arraigned on a charge of felonious assault with intent to commit murder, and bail was fixed at $1,520. Joseph tried to
make bail, but failed; according to the report he “had little
to say only that he was drunk and did not know what he
was doing.” The paper also told its readers that “he is the
possessor of a rather bad reputation in the neighborhood
where he conducted business.”
Frank Bratak died early in the morning of August 12,
1890; but, before sinking into a coma, he had given an ante
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mortem statement to police, clearing Joseph Alexander of
murderous intent. At the inquest, the jury found that
“Frank Bratak came to his death from the accidental discharge of a revolver in the hands of Joseph Alexander, and
we further censure Joseph Alexander for the careless use
of his revolver.” Upon hearing of Bratak’s death, Joseph,
in his cell, apparently expressed no remorse or even sorrow
at the passing of his friend. Many were dissatisfied with
the verdict, and thought that Joseph should have been
charged with murder.
On Friday morning, March 13, 1891, the St. Joseph Daily
Gazette ran the following story: “Found Guilty: Alexander Convicted of Criminal Carelessness. After wending its
way through the court system, the case was resolved with
Joseph’s conviction; he was fined $100 and sentenced to
three months in the county jail. The paper further opined
that the sentence was “calculated to discourage a reckless
and unnecessary display of firearms.”
I realize times have changed, but I found it hard to believe that the judge and/or jury thought that a fine of $100
(about $2,600 in today’s money) and three months in the
county jail would discourage the reckless use of firearms…
it seemed more like a slap on the wrist, especially given
Joseph Alexander’s history with the courts. I thought they
could have made a much more emphatic statement with a
more stern punishment. Joseph married Marie Miaskouski
in July 1894; they had no children. He died in 1907, and is
buried at Mount Olivet, in St. Joseph. 
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1877 James Tracy, Robber, Finds His Wife Remarried
Researched, Transcribed and Submitted by Monica Schirmer

Source: St. Joseph Daily Herald, 5 Dec 1877, p. 3
Nodaway Station, a point on the Bluffs road, about fourteen miles from St. Joseph, has a real sensation and no mistake. Living about a mile and a half north of that place, is
a family, the subject of the sad story about to be related.
For many years, James Tracy, with his wife and two children there resided. Peace and quiet reigned in that household, and the married life of Mr. and Mrs. Tracy was all
that could have been asked for. That accursed thing, drink,
which has lowered many a family to the brink of shame
and degradation, and too often broken up happy households, was James Tracy’s ruling passion. When sober and
at himself, all was well, but the moment he became overpowered by the excessive use of strong drink, he was a perfect demon, as it were, and would commit crimes of which
he would repent when over his spree; but, alas, too late.
About eight years ago, while on one of his tantrums, he
committed a robbery at Amazonia, for which offense he
was sent to the penitentiary for two years. Regaining his
liberty at the expiration of his imprisonment, he resolved to
drink no more. He only too well knew his failing and was
cognizant of what it was bringing him to. The habit had
become so strong with him that he could not resist the
temptation, and it was not long before he was sent back to
his old quarters for two years more, for committing a robbery at Elwood. Shortly after being placed in the penitentiary, he killed a fellow convict and was given two years
and a half more.
Tracy is a marble cutter by trade, and his skill in that line
is recognized by all who know him. While in the peniten-

tiary, he got up a model piece of workmanship, which was
forwarded to Philadelphia, and took the premium at the
Centennial. For this, he had six months of his time commuted.
Let us now, for a while, turn back to that quiet little
household in Andrew county. What was Mrs. Tracy doing
these long, weary years? Grieved as she was, and justly
incensed, as she might have been, she remained constant
and true, and was awaiting the time when her husband
might return to her, and reform, and spend the remainder of
his days in sobriety and happiness. This she continued to
be until hearing of his last crime. Under the mistaken apprehension that he was to be imprisoned for life, she married again.
Last week James Tracy, for the first time in four years,
placed his feet upon the threshold of his old home. Imagine, if you can, the meeting of the husband and wife, under
the circumstances; she still ignorant, up to that time, of the
length of his sentence, and he of her second marriage. Sad
and tearful was the scene. They both took a sober,
thoughtful view of the situation, and recognizing the fact
that, “What had been done could not be undone,” he told
her to live as she had been, and try to forget that he had
ever returned. He made his children several presents, gave
his wife some money, and took his departure for St. Joseph, telling his wife to give the children a good education
and if they wanted anything write to him.
James Tracy is engaged at work in St. Joseph, and it is to
be hoped, late as it is, that he has come to his right senses
and will hereafter lead a sober and industrious life. 

Family Rumors…. Are They True?
by Diana Reynolds

My brother always said that our
great-grandfather had shot and killed
a man but I never believed it because,
after all, great-grandfather was blind.
He had been blinded while working at
the foundry in St. Joseph. But the
supposed murder incident kept going
through my mind as I did other family
research so I decided to look into it.
I looked for a death certificate on
the Missouri Digital Heritage pages
for the man my brother had said was
the victim. Sure enough, there it was,
Ben Albertson; he had been shot and
killed on August 12, 1918. This gave
me a date to start with.
I went to the St. Joseph Public Library and looked at microfilmed

newspapers for the date of Mr. Albertson’s death. The results were
there in black and white: greatgrandfather Simon Hawkins had
killed Ben Albertson. And details of
the story were told.
Simon had a twelve-year-old son
Claude who was epileptic. At that
time it was customary to commit
someone plagued with seizures to the
state hospital, and that’s where he
went. Eventually, Claude was paroled
from the State Hospital, but Albertson circulated a petition trying to have
Claude returned to the hospital.
As a result of this petition drive,
Claude and Mr. Albertson were fighting in the street in Agency, Missouri.
Great-grandpa Hawkins “with a re-
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volving pistol loaded with gun powder and leaden balls held in his hand
wounded in a vital part said Ben Albertson.” The shooting occurred on
August 9, 1918 and Mr. Albertson
“languished until the mortal wound
killed him on August 12, 1918.”
Simon admitted that he had fired
the shot attempting to protect his
young son Claude. He and Claude
were both arrested but Claude was
shortly released.
During court proceedings, the blind
Simon Hawkins was led around the
courthouse by his young son. Simon
was released on bond until the trial,
and the family moved from Agency.
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1870 Bigamy Case of Cynthia (Fields) Hollman Hockaday
Researched, Transcribed, and Submitted by Monica Schirmer

St. Joseph Daily Morning Herald
15 January 1870, p. 5
Wm. R. Brown yesterday swore out two warrants before
Justice Warner, by which he seems determined to play the
very smash with the family relations of one Thomas E.
Hockaday and wife. The two affidavits state, substantially, that in the year 1862, in Buchanan county, said
Hockaday married Cynthia C. Hollman, and the warrants
are for the arrest of both parties. Hockaday who lives just
beyond the Buchanan county line in Andrew county, was
yesterday arrested in this city, and being unable to fill the
required bail bond, was sent to jail. The woman, being a
resident of Andrew, and the offence having been committed in Buchanan, cannot be arrested by any process the
prosecutor seems willing to assume, and he seems to be
waiting his chance to catch her on this side of the line. Mr.
Brown, it seems, is a relative by marriage to the lady in
this case. The affidavit states that the parties have lived
(peacefully, we infer) ever since their marriage, as man and
wife. One not acquainted with the whole of the circumstances might inquire, Why not let ‘em alone? But it’s not
our funeral.
St. Joseph Daily Morning Herald
18 January 1870, p. 4
On Saturday Wm. R. Brown, who swore out warrants for
the arrest of Mr. and Mrs. Hockaday, (living on an island
above Bentown, in Andrew county) proceeded, in company
with a constable, to procure the arrest of Mrs. Hockaday,
having safely hived the man in the Buchanan county jail.
His efforts to arrest Mrs. Hockaday were not successful, if
our information is correct, for she was surrounded by a
company of women who made fight, and the mother of
Mrs. Hockaday made a positive demonstration against Mr.
Brown with an ax when the latter defended himself so successfully as to cut a serious gash on the neck of the woman.
Like all truly brave me, esteeming valor not unmixed with
discretion, Brown retreated, leaving the wounded in the
hands of the enemy. Yesterday this woman and her husband, Mr. Field, appears at ‘Squire Warner’s office in
search of means to procure the arrest of Brown on charge
of assault.
It was stated in a former account of this rumpus, that the
Hockadays had been married since 1862; and as it does
not appear that L. Hollman, the original husband of Mrs.
Hockaday, has ever made any demonstration against the
nuptials of the Hockaday’s [sic], one naturally inquires
what Brown has to do with it, also why he has so long delayed the prosecution of these parties. The latter fact is
explained by a statement of Deputy Sheriff McConnell
that Brown has recently been released from a five years
forcible enlistment in the service of the State of Kansas, on
charges similar to those upon which he has instituted proNorthwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

ceedings against the Hockadays. This fact might explain
the interest of Brown in this matter and the long delay of
his action. By waiting we may see.
St. Joseph Daily Morning Herald
19 January 1870, p. 4
George [sic] Hockaday, who was imprisoned Saturday
last on the charge of marrying another man’s wife,
(whatever the technical charge may be) was yesterday admitted to bail in the sum of $500, Mr. Fields, his father-inlaw, going on his bond. It is now stated that Mrs. Hockaday admits that she was married to Leonard Hollman
when she was fourteen years old, and states that she ran
away from home to marry him against her father’s will;
that Hollman was afterwards convicted of passing counterfeit money and sent to the penitentiary, and that she had
not heard from him for so long a time that she deemed him
dead. Hockaday is represented as a worthy man and of
good report among his neighbors.
St. Joseph Daily Morning Herald
20 January 1870, p. 4
The case of Thomas E. Hockaday, arrested and imprisoned on the affidavit of one Wm. H. Brown, of Kansas,
charged with marrying (willfully, maliciously and with
malice prepense and aforethought) one Cynthia Hollman,
nee Fields, knowing her at the time to be a married
woman, was yesterday examined before Justice Warner.
The prosecution was very ably conducted by Mr. M. A.
Reed, of the firm of Everett & Reed, the defence [sic] by
Messrs. Zimmerman & Jones. Justice Warner discharged the prisoner on the grounds that the offense
charged was not made out because the first marriage of
Mrs. Hockaday was not proved. Mr. Reed, in his argument, said the admission of the accused that he knew his
wife had a husband when he married her, proved his criminality in espousing her. This and many other arguments
were very good; but the ‘Squire thought they wouldn’t do.

(Family Rumors continued from page 21)

After obtaining all this information from the Public Library, I went to the Northwest Missouri Genealogical Library to continue research and fill in the blanks. The Library had the list of 62 people who received subpoenas in
the case including 23 witnesses, copies of the charges, and
instructions to the jury. The trial was held in October
1918. Included in the trial materials was a paper with a
short paragraph stating Simon had been found not guilty.
In the St Joseph News-Press on August 12, 1918, Simon
expressed great remorse and said he would give his life if
he could wipe out what had happened. 
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A Dreadful Case of Bull Maiming and Resulting Unfortunate Feud
Researched, Transcribed, and Submitted by Monica Schirmer

~1949~
Maryville Daily Forum
6 November 1949, p. 1
A heavy docket is in store for the September term of the
circuit court of Nodaway county….
Emil Strueby vs. Albert and Leo Henggeler, damages,
Oct. 28….
Maryville Daily Forum
26 October 1949, p. 1
A lot of “bull” probably will be flying in the circuit court
Friday morning as a civil suit against Albert Henggeler of
Clyde goes to trial.
Henggeler allegedly shot off with a shot gun the thing
that makes a bull a bull of an Aberdeen-Angus bull of Emil
Strueby of Conception Junction.
Strueby alleges that Henggeler permanently maimed the
bull and made him useless for breeding purposes. The incident occurred April 28, 1949 [?], when the bull allegedly
wandered onto Henggeler’s land.
Strueby asks $1,175 actual and $3,000 punitive damages
in the case.
Henggeler’s attorney, Gene Thompson, said Tuesday
afternoon that he would ask that the case be transferred out
of Nodaway county on a change of venue. However at 2
o’clock this afternoon, no application for a change had
been filed with Circuit Clerk Floyd Pope, nor had any notation been made in the judge’s docket.
Maryville Daily Forum
27 October 1949, p. 1
The bull maiming case of Emily [sic] Strueby of Conception Junction vs. Albert Henggeler of Clyde has been
transferred to Bethany on a change of venue. Henggeler’s
attorney, Gene Thompson, filed application for the change
this morning and upon request of the Struby’s [sic] attorneys, L. L. Livengood and Harold Hull, Judge Ray
Weightman transferred it to Harrison county.
Maryville Daily Forum
3 November 1949, p. 7
Letters to The Editor
Clyde, Mo.
Nov. 1, 1949
Editor, Daily Forum:
When a change of venue was asked about ten days ago in
the case of Strueby and Henggeler of Clyde in which Albert Henggeler was accused of shooting off what makes a
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

bull a bull, how come that Struby [sic] still had four cows
to calve from that same bull after the shooting and probably would have had more if Struby [sic] hadn’t marketed
the bull about 30 or 40 days after for almost double the
cost price.

X. F. Henggeler
Maryville Daily Forum
14 November 1949, p. 1
A warrant charging common assault has been issued today against Mrs. X. F. Henggeler of Conception. John E.
Giggar, also of Conception, swore out the warrant in connection with an incident near the Conception Parish after
church Sunday morning.
Giggar’s warrant charges that “Evelyn Henggeler, the
wife of X. F. Henggeler, did hit me in the right ribs with
her fist; then with her open hand on the chin; then with her
fist hit me on the jaw.
“I did not hit her nor attempt to, and this was in front of a
great number of people.”
The fracus [sic] was believed to have resulted from some
statements made by Giggar about a letter written to The
Forum by Mr. Henggeler.
The letter concerned certain allegations in connection
with a bull maiming case in which Henngeler’s relatives
are defendants.
The assault charge is a misdemeanor.
Maryville Daily Forum
15 November 1949, p. 1
Mrs. X. F. Henggeler of Clyde was fined $1 and $13.30
in court costs by Magistrate Judge Milton Hull Monday
afternoon after she pleaded guilty to assaulting by fists and
open hand John E. Giggar of the Conception community
after the two families had attended church in Conception
Sunday morning. Giggar, who filed the information, was
not present.
The hearing was incident to the Henggeler-Strueby bull
maiming case now pending. Just prior to and during the
hearing Prosecutor Emmett Bartram took occasion to
mention The Maryville Daily Forum and the Maryville
Ministerial Alliance.
Bartram, assenting Judge Hull’s low fine, said that Mrs.
Henggeler “was a good woman and that she might have
good cause to slap him (Giggar). Chet Krause, editor of
The Daily Forum, is part of the cause of this -- or at least
The Daily Forum.”
Although Bartram did not elaborate on this statement
before the court, he commented to a Daily Forum reporter
before the court proceedings started, that the publication in
(Continued on page 24)
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(A Dreadful Case continued from page 23)

The Daily Forum of certain stories regarding a bull maiming case against Mrs. Henggeler’s relatives had incensed
the parties involved in that case and helped to provoke the
flare-up at the Conception church Sunday.
The incident Sunday is believed to have been started
over some remarks by Giggar about an open letter written
by Mr. Henggeler to The Forum, part of which was published in the Nov. 3 edition. The letter referred to the bull
maiming case.
Bartram went on to say that an earlier story in The Forum, referring in particular to the one published Oct. 26,
had allegedly incensed many other people besides those
connected with the bull case.
The story was printed as routine court news as the case
was set for trial Oct. 28. It was transferred the next day out
of the county on a change-of-venue.
Bartram, in the presence of Mr. and Mrs. Henggeler,
their 5-year-old son, and a Daily Forum reporter, said that
the phrase, “shooting off the thing that makes a bull a
bull,” in that particular story, had allegedly caused much
adverse comment. These people were concerned about the
fact that children might read “such stuff as that,” he said.
Bartram attributed the publication of that phrase as being another factor in the Sunday episode.
He also said that a lot more people have “come to my
office asking if there wasn’t something we could do about
this filth published in The Forum than there are people in
the Ministerial Alliance.”
The prosecuting attorney didn’t elaborate on the latter
statement.
In last Saturday’s Forum reference was made in an editorial column that the Ministerial Alliance had requested the
state liquor supervisor to make an investigation regarding
the sale of beer to minors. This was the follow-up of an
incident involving a fatal accident in which a Maryville girl
was killed in falling off an automobile fender. The Ministerial Alliance letter to the state office stated the Alliance
didn’t expect prosecution by Bartram because Bartram
was the liquor dealer’s brother-in-law.
The bull-maiming case in question was originally filed
on May 4, 1948, against Albert Henggeler by Emil
Strueby. The case was set for trial Nov. 17, 1948. However, from depositions taken of the parties involved, it was
learned that Albert Henggeler’s son, Leo, was also present
in the case and he became a defendant. Mrs. Henggeler is
a sister-in-law and aunt of the defendants of the bullmaiming case.
The letter to which The Forum referred in Saturday’s
edition is as follows:
Supervisor of the
Department of Liquor Control
State of Missouri
Jefferson City, Mo.
Dear Sir:

We are writing concerning a situation in which beer has
been sold to minors. This matter was brought to the public
attention when it resulted in the death of a young lady in
our community. We are enclosing the clippings from The
Maryville Daily Forum for October 1 and October 3 which
tell of the circumstance.
Realizing that the present state administration wants to see
that our state laws are enforced, we are calling to your attention this infraction of the law.
An effort was made by our representative to contact Mr.
Sam Laurie of Hopkins, Missouri, who is your investigator in this area, but Mr. Laurie had just left on his vacation.
To this date Mr. Emmett Bartram, our Prosecuting Attorney, has not to our knowledge taken any action concerning
this infraction of the liquor control law. Inasmuch as Mr.
Bartram is the brother-in-law of the Mr. Sherlock (the
liquor dealer involved) and since it is reported that Mr.
Bartram is also financially interested, we expect that he
may not take any action.
Such a tragic accident has caused considerable public resentment against violators of the liquor laws. Therefore,
we as ministers feel that we should take a personal interest
in seeing that an investigation be conducted and that such
action as you would think advisable be taken immediately.
We hope that you can give some careful consideration to
this matter and make a thorough investigation so that such
a tragic incident will not be repeated.
Thanks you, we are
Yours very truly
D. Franklin Kohl
President, Maryville
Ministerial Alliance
Ottis Sayes
Secretary
Maryville Daily Forum
17 Nov 1949, p. 1
Another episode resulting from the Jefferson township
bull maiming case was concluded Wednesday afternoon in
magistrate court here when John Giggar of Conception
was fined $1 and court costs of $13.30 after pleading guilty
to disturbing the peace of Mr. and Mrs. X. F. Henggeler of
Clyde.
Mrs. Henggeler was fined exactly the same amount
Monday afternoon on a charge of common assault. The
cases grew around an argument before the two families
after church in Conception Sunday. The argument was
over a civil suit between Emil Strueby and Henggeler’s
brother and nephew over the alleged maiming of one of
Strueby’s bulls.
Mrs. Henggeler slapped Giggar and Giggar disturbed
(Continued on page 25)
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(A Dreadful Case continued from page 24)

the peace of the Henggelers, according to the pleadings of
both defendants Monday and Wednesday afternoon.
Judge Milton Hull verbally chastised Giggar, as he did
Mrs. Henggeler Monday afternoon about the neighborhood quarrels that have been going on over in that vicinity
about the civil suit.
He said the quarrels must be stopped before they amount
to something serious. He reminded Giggar that the
Strueby-Henggeler case is a civil matter to be decided by
law over monetary damages, not a criminal case.
The affidavit filed by the Henggelers in connection with
the suit against Giggar gave a clearer light on what happened at the Conception parish Sunday morning. It reads:
“When I came out of the church and got to the foot of the
stairs and was going to the car, John Giggar hollered at me
from a distance. I looked around to see who it was and
then he approached me about the write-up in the paper (a
letter from Henggeler printed in The Forum Nov. 3) and
said, ‘You had better get your dates right.’ I told him the
paper write-up was none of his business. He said it was,
etc.
“Then I started for the car with the boy and he kept following me to the car. As we got near the car my wife met
me going to the car also. She overheard our conversation
and told John to be still and to tend to his own business.
He said, ‘I don’t have to.’ She said, ‘You are just like the
Struebys, looking for trouble.’ She opened the door to get
into the car and he gave a push at the door. She got back
out and said for him to go on and tend to his own business
or he would get slapped. He still said, ‘I don’t have to.’
“He could be heard for quite a distance and came up to
us and in an unusually loud voice, began talking to us as
stated, and while we were talking, he threatened me to
fight and challenged me to come around behind the car and
he would settle up with me there.
“He followed me over to the car still fussing and quarreling. Then Mrs. Henggeler came up to the car where we
were. Mrs. Henggeler told him to keep still. He kept fussing and quarreling with us and was boohed on by people
sitting in cars down the road. After Mrs. Henggeler got
out of the car and slapped at Giggar the second time, he
clapped his hands and boohed. Then the people in the cars
cheered him for his conduct and carrying on as he was doing.
“Several of the witnesses were much provoked at the
indecent action of Giggar there in front of the church and
also the action of the Struebys at that time. All of these
actions were not only provoking to us, but also to the many
people who had attended church and it is our desire to
prosecute for peace disturbance.”
Giggar said, “There’s a dozen lies in that affadavit [sic].
She hit me three times and then he (her husband) caught
her and put her in the car. I never touched their car and
plenty of witnesses saw it.”
Giggar then revealed the cause of the squabble. “I told
him that wasn’t true about the bull calving three calves afNorthwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

ter the maiming (referring to the letter published in the Forum). They said, ‘You’re lying. You can’t prove it.’ I
said, ‘I can, too. I know because the bull was in the pasture with my three cows and he would pass the cows and
wouldn’t serve them.’”
Maryville Daily Forum
23 February 1950, p. 1
Note: Much of this article is illegible, indicated by ellipses.
Bulletin
Bethany, Mo.-- A circuit court jury returned a verdict of
$400 damage for the plaintiff late this afternoon in the suit
of Emil Strueby against Albert and Leo Henggeler of
Conception Junction.
The maimed bull damage case of the Conception went to
a jury shortly before noon today in the Harrison county
circuit court at Bethany.
Arguments were completed this morning in the case …
Emil Strueby of Conception Junction was suing Albert
Henggeler and son Leo for shooting one of his bulls making it unfit for breeding purposes. Total damages of
$4,175 were sought for the incident alleged to have occurred … 28, 1948. The case was taken to Harrison county
on a change of venue.
Leo Henggeler testified that he had … the bull with a .20
gauge shotgun from … 150 to 200 feet and that the shotgun
was loaded … No. 8 [?] shot. He said the reason for shooting the bull was that the Henggelers feared the Strueby
bull would spread contagious abortion among their herd
valued at $10,000.
He told the jury that the Strueby bull had gotten out of
his pasture and was … the Henggeler cattle. It was of the
belief of the Henggelers, he said, that the Struebys herd
had been …gued with abortion … that Strueby had eighteen cows and only twelve calves.
Strueby brought out in his testimony that he had been
fearful of going over to the Henggeler farm to get the bull
because they previously had trouble over a fence line.
Attorneys who … arguments this morning were Harold
Hull and L. L. … of Maryville for Strueby and E… Beavers, former circuit judge of Grant City for the Henggelers. The jury was chosen yesterday. 
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1871 Singular Case of Hiram Jenkins’ Pocket-book
Researched, Transcribed, and Submitted by Monica Schirmer

Holt County Sentinel
6 January 1871, p. 3

L

ast Saturday morning one Hiram Jenkins of Fillmore,
in Andrew county, a stock dealer, who was stopping at the
City Hotel Oregon, missed his pocketbook containing
about $115 in money. He had been intoxicated the evening
before and lost his pocket-book while in that state. From
information which he received he was led to believe that it
was stolen by two men named John L. Messick and Isaac
Boals, who were also from Fillmore, and charged them
with the theft. They denied the charge and required Jenkins to procure their arrest and make the matter a subject
of legal examination. A warrant for their arrest was issued
by ‘Squire Evans and the parties were brought before him
for examination. The testimoney [sic] on the part of the
state developed such a chain of circumstantial evidence
that it seemed impossible that they could escape conviction
on the charge. Not a link was wanting, and every listener
regarded the evidence as conclusive of the guilt of the accused.
When the prosecutor had rested his case, the attorney for
the prisoners produced a pocket-book which Mr. Jenkins
immediately recognized as the one he had lost. He counted
the contents in open Court, after having previously de-
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scribed them, and found them all right. Two of our most
prominent and respectable citizens were called to testify.
One of them swore to having found the pocket-book exhibited by the attorney for the defendants on the previous afternoon, (some hours before it was believed to have been
stolen,) and to having, in company with the other gentleman who was called with him, examined and made a note
of the contents. He was then corroborated by the gentleman who assisted in examining the pocket-book. Of
course the prisoners were immediately discharged, and
none were more rejoiced at their discharge than Mr. Jenkins. This gentleman, it should be said, testified to the previous good character of the accused. Nothing but the
strangely suspecious [sic] circumstances surrounding the
case could have led him to believe them guilty of the crime
charged.
If the pocket-book had not been found by an honest man
these men must have inevitably gone to the penitentiary if
tried by a jury. When such cases can occur many an innocent man must wear out weary years of unjust imprisonment. Too much care cannot be exercised in the enforcement of our criminal laws.
Messrs. Messick and Boals, we are told, have heretofore
sustained an irreproachable character, and their friends in
Andrew county were greatly astonished when they heard of
their arrest and trial. 
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1883 Knifing of Don Dillon
Researched, Transcribed, and Submitted by Monica Schirmer

St. Joseph Daily Gazette
30 September 1883, p. 4
“Yesterday morning, W. W. and Robt. B. Payne, who
reside on what is known as Doctor Logan’s farm, on Platte
river, six miles south of St. Joseph, came to this city, each
in his own wagon, loaded with farm products. After disposing of the articles they had brought in, the brothers took
several drinks, and were beginning to feel the effects of
their liquor, when, after 2 o’clock, they met a neighbor, W.
E. Shaw, at the corner of Felix and Second street, and it
was proposed by one of the trio that they should go into the
Oasis saloon and take a drink. Upon entering the saloon
Robert Payne made some remark concerning the largeness
of his own nose.
“Don Dillon, a man of none the best reputation, was in
the saloon, and also somewhat under the influence of liquor. He took up R. B. Payne’s remark, although he had
never seen him before, and rather impertinently inquired
how much it cost Payne to color his nose. Payne answered that it was none of his ‘d--n business,’ that there
was something behind that nose to back it. One word
brought on another, when Dillon struck Robert Payne in
the face. The men clinched and fought their way back into
a small room, in the north end of the saloon. There is a
pool of blood there to mark the spot where Don Dillon received a cut which entered his vitals. Both men had loosened their hold upon each other, and Dillon as white as a
ghost rushed out of the front door of the saloon, leaving a
trail of blood behind him, and running east on Felix street
entered the Board of Trade saloon, saying to George Hubbard, the proprietor, who was standing in the door, ‘Let
me in, George, I’m gone.’ Hubbard made way for him to
enter, and he at once laid down on the floor, his breast
completely dyed with blood. Dr. Geiger was summoned at
once.
“Robt. Payne also found his way out of the Oasis, and
proceeded easterly at rather a lively pace. He was pointed
out to officer Kessler as the man who did the cutting, and
accompanied by Sanitary Officer Nash, Kessler advanced
upon Payne, and when near him ordered him to halt. He
did so and was placed under arrest. His arms were demanded, and he gave up a rather large sized pocket knife,
having a three inch blade with a dagger point. The knife
was covered with gore, and was taken in charge by Mr.
Nash. Payne was then conveyed to the marshal’s office
and placed under guard.
“Dr. Geiger arrived at the side of the wounded man a
few minutes after he found his way to the Board of Trade
saloon, and immediately made an examination of the
wound, which was a ghastly one, a little to the left of the
center of the breast. The doctor inserted all the fingers of
his hand in the terrible gash, and satisfied himself that
death was only a question of a few minutes. Dillon was in
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

terrible agony and writhed upon the floor like a wounded
snake. Anodynes and stimulants were administered, but
they could only alleviate his sufferings.
“A large crowd pressed into the room and crowded
around the injured man, shutting off all air, and it was determined to remove him to the city hall. He was carried
over and placed on the floor of the main hallway, where he
lingered until a quarter past three, when he expired.
“There were some mutterings of lynch law on the part of
the friends of Dillon, and Justice Dolman informed the
prisoner that he should be taken to jail at once, as his victim was dead. He merely asked that he first be allowed to
see his brother, who had come to town with him, that he
might make arrangements to have his team and wagon
taken home. While the officer was out hunting W. W.
Payne, a Gazette reporter availed himself of the opportunity of having a talk with the prisoner, who still showed the
effects of whisky. He is about 33 years old, and is not a
bad looking fellow, by any means. He stated that he came
to Missouri from Marion county, Kentucky, where he was
born and raised, with his brother, W. W., in March, 1870.
They have lived in Buchanan county ever since, and
farmed together. W. W. Payne is a married man, and the
prisoner being single lived with him. The first year or so
after coming to this county the brothers lived on the
Richardson place, near the old fair grounds. They then
removed to a farm near Jimtown, where they remained until last spring, when they took possession of the Logan
farm, where they now reside. The prisoner said he never
saw Don Dillon, the man he slayed, until he met him in the
saloon. He further said this was the first difficulty anything like a serious character he ever had. He was in the
act of proceeding to tell the particulars of the affray when
Messrs. Spencer & Hall entered the room in company
with W. W. Payne. The attorneys lost no time taking the
prisoner away from the reporter, and after a few minutes’
consultation with his attorneys, Payne was slipped out of
the city hall by a rear door and conveyed to the jail, where
he was locked up in a cell.
“Little can be said in favor of Don Dillon, the man who
(Continued on page 28)
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was killed, although he is respectably connected, in this
city. He is about thirty years old, single and a bricklayer
by trade. He worked but little, however, and spent the
most of his time in saloons and with hard characters. His
highest ambition seemed to be in the acquisition of a reputation as a desperado. He had been involved in innumerable broils, and it was pretty generally predicted that he
would die with his boots on.
“Two remarkable coincidences might be mentioned in
connection with this homicide. In 1864 the father of the
deceased received his death wound in a bar-room fight, not
over a half square from where his son got his death slash.
The father, after being shot through the neck by a man
named John S. Rogers, ran into the same saloon where the
son sought refuge. The old man asked for a drink of
whisky, but the liquor ran out of the bullet hole and he had
to desist. He lingered two days before dying. His murderer entered the southern army and was killed in Tennessee. The other coincidence is that a well-known and
prominent citizen, who was present in the old Charter Oak
saloon where the senior Dillon was shot, was present yesterday in the saloon where the junior Dillon was cut.
“Frank Dillon, an older brother of the deceased, immediately after viewing the corpse of his brother, was siezed
[sic] with a fit, which lasted a half hour, and it was feared
that he, too, would die.
“Deceased, besides the brother referred to, has two married sisters, one of whom lives in Fairbury, Neb., and the
other in this city.
“Coroner Kirchner presided at the inquest. Prosecuting
Attorney Ryan appeared in behalf of the county, and Lawyer O. M. Spencer for the defense, and questioned witnesses at their pleasure. This is a new innovation at coroner’s inquests, and something not usually granted.
“Edward Nash, who was the first witness examined, testified that he was sitting on the steps of the City hall, on
Felix street, and saw Hubbard in front of the Board of
trade saloon. Hubbard beckoned for him to come down.
He hesitated, and Hubbard said, ‘Come down, quick.’ He
and Officer Kessler went into the saloon and saw a man in
a chair with blood flowing from his left side. Hubbard
told me to get a doctor. Met Henry Grannis ont the street.
He said, ‘There goes the man that did the work.’ Officer
Kessler and myself arrested the man indicated, and took
him to the marshal’s office. He was searched, and a knife
found in his righthand breeches pocket. Took hold of his
arm and asked, ‘What did you do this for?’ He answered,
‘He struck me and I had to do it.’ The officer held him
while I searched him. There was blood on the right leg of
his pantaloons. The large blade of the knife was bloody.
Wrapped it in paper and gave it to the coroner. The man
was arrested by Myer & Co.’s store. He was walking rapidly, and offered no resistance.
“W. E. Shaw testified that he met Payne in front of the
saloon, and went and drank with him. He asked me to go
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somewhere and sit down and have a talk. A boy was with
him. Don’t recollect his name. He said he would go to the
wagon yard and get the wagon, and would be back in half
an hour. Payne’s brother came in and asked him to have a
drink. As we stepped to the bar Payne was behind. He
said, ‘My nose is big, and I know it, and it takes a good
man to paint it.’ Did not understand what the deceased
said. Told Payne to take his drink, and we would leave
before there was a fuss. Payne repeated that it took a good
man to paint his nose, and Dillon struck him. Wallace
Payne and another man then began a fight. Dillon ran
across the room. I wanted to get out of the way of the officers, and said to Wallace Payne, ‘Let’s get out before the
officers get after us.’ Saw a policeman arrest Bruce
Payne, and told Wallace. Did not know Dillon was hurt
until Bruce was arrested. Did not see Dillon in the saloon
when I went in the last time, until the row began. We were
standing near the middle of the bar. Dillon stood about
eight feet from Payne when Payne spoke about his nose.
Don’t know whether or not Payne struck Dillon after Dillon hit him. Believe Dillon struck Payne on the head.
They clinched, and backed into a little room on the north
side of the saloon. Saw Wallace Payne enter the fight, but
did not see him strike or clinch with either party. Saw no
knife in Payne’s hand at any time, nor did I see a knife at
any time during the difficulty. Did not see blood on
Payne; have not spoken to him since his arrest. As we left
the saloon, after the row, he said, ‘I will go this way,’ and
started up Felix street, and Wallace Payne and myself went
up Second street. Ullman, the bartender, with two others,
were in the saloon at the time of the row. The blood on my
coat-sleeve was caused by a nose-bleed to-day. Bruce
Payne got through the door of the room first; Dillon followed immediately behind; did not see anybody strike at
Payne, or grasp him at the time; my nose bled about half
past 2 o’clock this afternoon; was at Brightman’s cooper
shop at the time; my brother and some of the workmen
were there; don’t know which side of my nose bled. The
witness had blood on left coat sleeve between shoulder and
elbow.
“Dr. Geiger testified that he was called to see the deceased shortly before 3 p.m. Deceased was lying on the
floor in a saloon, in an unconscious condition, in a state of
collapse, pulseless and cold, and gasping for breath. Upon
examination found a wound in left side of chest extending
from near the middle of the sternum penetrating between
the fifth and sixth ribs, and about six inches in length;
could see heart pulsating through the ribs; the pericardium
was cut; there was also a wound on the anterior portion of
the left side of the heart; a wound also extending through
the upper portion of the lobe of the left lung; air and blood
escaped at each respiration; recognized wound as mortal
and prescribed an anodyne stimulant and compressed bandage. Ordered him removed where he could get air; he
was brought to city hall, and died about thirty minutes
later. Had bled profusely; clothing was saturated, and there
(Continued on page 29)
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was a pool of blood on the floor; immediate cause of death
was loss of blood. Wound was inflicted with a sharp cutting instrument.
“David Clow, proprietor of the saloon, testified that he
saw nearly all of the affray. Dillon asked Payne what it
would cost to paint his nose. Payne replied that it was his
own nose; that he had paid for painting it, and that he had
something behind it to back it; ordered such talk stopped.
Proceeding with several details, witness said he did not
know who struck the first blow, but believes it was Dillon;
blows came close together. Payne’s brother clinched Dillon after first blows had been struck. Saw no knife at any
time during the affray. The men were not drunk but were
under the influence of liquor. Payne was drunker than Dillon.
“Mr. Wallace Payne testified that he went into Clow’s
saloon with Shaw and took a drink. Heard my brother say
something about his nose. Shaw asked Bruce to take a
drink, saying, ‘take a drink and let up on your nose.’ Dillon struck Bruce Payne and Bruce gradually backed into a
small room at the end of the saloon. Laid my hand on Dillon’s shoulder and somebody pulled me away. Saw Dillon
go out but did not know he was cut. On cross-examination
witness testified that he did not see Bruce Payne with a
knife at any time during the day. Have had no conversation of any consequence with my brother since the fight.
Told him his lawyers thought it best for him not to say anything. The knife in the coroner’s possession looks like my
brother’s knife. Don’t think my brother ever met Dillon
before to-day.
“Henry Grannis testified minutely as to where he had
met Dillon, and the number of times they had drank. Did
not see Dillon cut. Saw him sitting in a chair and covered
with blood. Told somebody to get a doctor. Lon Payne
put his hand in his right-hand pocket. Saw no weapon in
Dillon’s hands at any time during the difficulty. Saw no
knife at any time. The balance of his testimony did not
differ materially from that of previous witnesses.
“Deputy Marshal Langdon testified that he took charge
of the prisoner, and asked him how the affair happened.
He stated that he went into the saloon to take a drink; he
did not know Dillon, but Dillon shoved himself up to the
bar and said, ‘What’ll you take to let me paint your nose?’
Payne replied, ‘Damn you, what do you mean?’ And at
that Dillon hauled off and struck him, and that was about
all there was to it. That was all prisoner said to witness.
This was about five minutes after the murder. Witness
searched him, and found no weapons on him. Saw no
knife on him. Prisoner said he met Dillon to-day to-day
[sic] for the first time, and I said that he’d made up his
mind he’d let nobody run over him after this. He showed
bruises on his head where he said he’d been hit.
“The case was given to the jury at 11:15, and after being
out half an hour they brought in the folloing [sic]:
“Verdict: We the jury, from the evidence find that the
deceased came to his death by a knife wound inflicted by
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the hand of R. B. Payne, by stabbing in the heart. F. S.
Schmidtt, Foreman. H. Herbst. E. F. Wetrich. Geo. S.
Holden. S. B. Cutler. Peter Steele.”
“The funeral of Don Dillon will take place from the residence of G. W. Morris, Seventh and Isidore streets, at 10
o’clock Monday. Friends of the family respectfully invited
to attend.”
St. Joseph Daily Gazette
2 October 1883, p. 2
“The funeral of Don Dillon, the young man killed last
Saturday, took place yesterday, from the residence of Mr.
G. W. Morris. The remains were encased in a handsome
casket, and were followed to their last resting place by a
large concourse of friends. As stated in Sunday’s Gazette,
the relatives of the deceased are highly respectable and in
good circumstances. They left nothing undone to manifest
their sorrow on this sad occasion.”
St. Joseph Daily Gazette
4 October 1883, p. 4
Robert B. Payne, the man who killed Don Dillon last
Saturday, was arraigned yesterday before Justice Dolman
on the charge of murder in the second degree. ExGovernor Woodson and O. M. Spencer appeared as his
attorneys, and waiving examination asked that their client’s
bond be fixed, which it was, at $5,000.
St. Joseph Daily Gazette
16 March 1884, p. 5
The trial of Robert Payne, indicted for murder in the second degree, for having killed Don Dillon with a knife, in
Clow’s saloon last fall, was commenced in the criminal
session of the circuit court yesterday, when the following
jurors were summoned to hear the case: Joseph Arthur,
Warren Davis, John Weir, Wm. Page, John A. Ross, J. W.
Carpenter, G. F. Bombeck, H. H. Dumpke, A. C.
Hensley, Eli Garrett, Felix Brown and E. J. Whiskeson.
Messrs. Ben Ullman, Dan Clow, Henry Granniss and
Chas. Vance, the witnesses for the state, were examined
and gave the same testimony as before the coroner’s inquest, and the state rested. Two or three witnesses, who
testified to the good character of the defendant, were examined for the defense when an adjournment was taken to
Monday morning.
St. Joseph Daily Gazette
19 March 1884, p. 4
State vs. Robert Payne, charged with murder in the second degree; evidence and argument concluded and jury
brings in verdict of not guilty. 
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An Uncontrollable Urge
by Ivana Calhoun

“A broken hammer handle, presumably hidden somewhere in St. Joseph, may identify the murderer of John A
Frank, Sexton at Christ’s Episcopal Church at 207 North
7th on Tuesday April 1, 1947.” (St. Joseph Gazette, April
4, 1947)
Transcription of April 4, 1947 St. Joseph Gazette: Investigators determined that Mr. Frank died from at least six
heavy blows to the head, the worst to the top of the skull.
The autopsy revealed the skull had been split from front to
back and also from side to side. The coroner said the brain
had not been penetrated and the electric drill, which had
punctured the body in several places, had not penetrated
any of the head wounds. The greatly bruised right eye,
which was also cut slightly, was said by Doctor Tadlock,
the coroner, to have been struck with the hammer. “A
mere blow of the fist would not have caused so much of a
bruise, said the coroner. Mr. Frank’s left ear also as
bruised and the coroner asserted this injury might have
been suffered when he fell to the floor.
Probing of the three holes in the torso showed they varied from one-half to one inch in depth. The coroner said he
believed they resulted when the drill either fell against or
onto Mr. Frank during a scuffle. However, he admitted,
the drilled hole in the lower part of the body, could have
been caused by the portable drill in the hands of the murderer.
Captain Burke said he was convinced the drill had been
used deliberately by the slayer to mutilate his victim. No
explanation could be found however for the
fact that blood, flesh and hair covered the
length of the three-inch drill and covered a
portion of the shoulder holding it in the device…. Police were more and more convinced yesterday the slaying was the work
of a psychopathic personality. ‘Any normal
person, in a burst of anger or premeditatively, might commit murder.’ Said Captain
Burke. ‘However, this killer not only
smashed his victim’s skull, but proceeded to
mutilate the body with the drill. I believe the
killer was the type of psychopath who
would have used any available tool to mutilate the body.’
The city was horrified to read of this murder with no clues as to who among them
could have done such a horrific deed to one
of their own. Mr. Frank was known to be a
kind, gentle man, whose previous professions were listed as a chauffeur for the
Wyeths, policeman, a WWI soldier, and a
truck driver for some time at the State Hospital #2. The police worked passionately
interviewing all those who had seen this
gentle man during the day on Tuesday and
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vehemently followed his footsteps that fatal day to determine who could have done such a thing.
A description of the crime scene suggests that this man
was working at his workbench making a new towel rack
for the church, fresh sawdust and bore holes in the rack
showed that it was ready for the reinforcing wooden pegs.
His body was found lying on the floor, with a chair set over
the top of his body, with his unbroken eyeglasses hung
from the bottom rung of the chair, as if the slayer wanted to
be careful as to not break them. The police recovered several items from the crime scene: a one-pound ball peen
hammer head, minus its handle, a flashlight which had not
been seen in the church before, a heavy blood stained pipe,
and an electric drill with a quarter inch drill bit set in it,
covered with blood, tissue, and hair.
Friday April 4, 1947 the police had discovered a man in
a Kansas City hotel who had two one way bus tickets, one
for coming to St Joseph on the date Mr. Frank was slain
and one for returning to Kansas City the following day.
The unnamed suspect was seen talking to Mr. Frank earlier in the day Tuesday, and had been released from State
Hospital #2 just three weeks prior to the murder. While he
was being questioned, he appeared to be slightly confused
but wanted desperately to clear up the fact that he had
nothing to do with the murder. He admitted to being at the
church that day, that he used the restroom but wasn’t sure
(Continued on page 31)
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as to which restroom he had used but would gladly take
detectives to the church to retrace his steps there. The man
also admitted to having been drinking in the meantime. He
claimed that the only reason he stopped to talk to the sexton was to get directions to the Masonic Temple and use
the restroom. That was all he could remember.
In the meantime however, the hammer handle is found!!
According to the St. Joseph Gazette April 5, 1947, the
hammer handle was found by detectives who conducted a
second search of the scene: “Prosecuting Attorney O.R.
Newcomer, who with eight other persons, examined the
work shop carefully Thursday afternoon, said the room had
been found ‘clean as a whistle.’ The officers who found
the missing handle said it was in plain sight of anyone entering the room and must have been placed there during
Thursday night. The person who replaced the handle
would have had two keys in order to accomplish his mission. One key would have been necessary to open an outside door of the church and another to turn the lock on the
door leading into the shop…. “Examination of the handle
of the death weapon showed it splattered with blood in several places and the bottom four inches clean, indicating this
was the portion held by the killer as he swung the heavy
hammer against the head of his victim.”
St. Joseph Gazette, April 8, 1947: “A
charge of murder in the first degree was
filed last night, Monday April 7, 1947,
against Stuart Buckner Allen, 16 year old
adopted son of the rector of Christ Episcopal Church. Young Allen, who told
police he often suffered an
“uncontrollable urge to kill someone”
yesterday confessed the hammer slaying
of John A. Frank, sexton of his father’s
church, on April 1 in the workshop in the
undercroft of the building.”
Allen is quoted as saying, “I’m glad
now that it is cleared up and that I’ve
been arrested because otherwise this urge
might have driven me to kill some other
person. I don’t know how this will end
up, but I think it would be all right to
send me to an institution of some kind
for mental patients.”
He added, “I liked Mr. Frank very
much and I don’t know why I killed him.
I was playing the organ at the church
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when this impulse seized me and so I went into the undercroft and saw Mr. Frank. I asked him for a hammer and he
gave me a small one, and I asked him for a larger one. I
took some money from my overcoat pocket and dropped it
on the floor. I asked him to look for it and then told him 50
cents was still missing. When he was down on his knees I
hit him on the top of the head with the hammer. After that I
don’t remember too much, but I know it took about ten
minutes. I don’t remember too much about the drill but I
used it, too. It was all very confusing.”
The April 8 article continues: “Music doesn’t arouse this
impulse to kill,” young Allen said. He also stated he did
not think sex had anything to do with the murder. He said
one could not explain the fact that Mr. Frank’s trousers
were opened in order to drill one of the holes in the abdomen.”
“I started having this urge to kill about two years ago,”
he declared, “and it became a kind of mania with me. It
would just come on me once in awhile and whoever was
with me I wanted to kill.”
According to the St. Joseph Gazette, Allen reported two
other close calls, where he had wanted to murder. One
intended victim was Ottis Parisoff, Jr. and this close call
was at the office of C.W. Foster, an osteopath in the Bal(Continued on page 32)
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linger Building. Young Allen lured this young man to Foster’s office, went to another office to find a heavier object
with which to hit him, and when he returned, the impulse
had left him. The other instance was at his
home where a young man named Leo Weckerlin was visiting. Stuart Allen took this young
man down into the basement and intended to
smash him over the head with a heavy candlestick that belonged to his father. The killing
mood passed, though, and young Weckerlin
escaped with his life, not even knowing what
Allen had intended.
Allen was tried in circuit court; fascinating
details of the trial, including names and family
details of all the jurors who were accepted and
rejected, begin in the St. Joseph Gazette, May
20 and run through June 19, 1947 ). The jury
was selected on June 4, the trial began June 5,

Stuart Allen Holds Forth on
Women Jurors
St. Joseph Gazette
June 4, 1947

and the verdict of not guilty by reason of insanity was
handed down on June 11. Allen was committed to State
Hospital #1 in Fulton, Missouri, “until his sanity is restored,” according to the sentence of the judge reported in
the Gazette.
No Missouri death certificate
exists for him or his parents.
Some spotty records of his parents were found after 1947. In
1948, the Galveston Daily News
reported an out of town guest,
Mrs. James S. Allen, to the wedding of Mrs. Allen’s relative on
September. Other brief newspaper accounts in Galveston and
Kansas City show that Mrs. Allen was still alive in 1981, and
that Mr. Allen served in at St.
Andrew’s Episcopal church in
Kansas City in the 1960’s. No
death records have been found
for any member of the Allen
family. 
St. Joseph Gazette
June 4, 1947

Details on jurors can be found in the June 4, 1947
St. Joseph Gazette:
http://news.google.com/newspapers?
nid=VJOaslTFpLQC&dat=19470603&printsec=
frontpage&hl=en
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Corporal Walter Wood
by Larry Stobbs, Jr.

In September 1991, the St. Joseph
Police Department suffered the loss of
John Duty who was killed in a motor
vehicle accident. As a young patrolman at the time, I was amazed at the
number of citizens who lined our
streets to view his funeral procession.
What struck me even more was the
number of school children who came
out to honor his sacrifice.
Several of us within the department
had an interest in history and recalled
that up until the 1960’s there had been
a “Policeman’s Ball” and each year an
advertising book was published that
showed all the officers, with an honor
roll to pay respects to those officers
killed in the line of duty.
Sadly, most of the stories of their
sacrifice were forgotten and we
couldn’t find any old files that told
their stories or photographs of the
officers. We worked hard trying to
find out this missing information and
eventually we located old newspaper
stories. In all but one case, we found
a photograph of each officer. We
wrote a story about each of these officers and created an “Honor Roll” at
the department so visitors could read
the stories and see the pictures of
these local heroes.
Ironically, the last Officer to lose
his life in the line of duty, before John
Duty, had a family connection with
me. Alva Mead was killed in the line
of duty in 1944 and while we were
working on locating his picture, my
wife saw the name and told me that
her aunt Shirley Matthews was Alva
Mead’s daughter. Unfortunately,
within a few years of Alva Mead’s
death, the family experienced a house
fire and Shirley didn’t have a photograph of her father. We did eventually find a photograph of Alva and we
made sure that Shirley got a copy.
Two stories always bothered me,
though. One involved Officer Joseph
Killian who, it is believed, was run
over by a switch engine in a local railroad yard in the summer of 1917.
The other was the murder of Corporal
Walter Wood in 1926. The only re-

cords of what happened to him
are what we found in old microfilm of the St. Joseph NewsPress.
The newspaper story of Corporal Walter Wood revealed
that on early Easter morning,
April 4, 1926, he was supposed
to meet two other officers at a
call box at the Rush Inn Café.
The two officers he was supposed to meet had been in the
Rush Inn Café eating when
they heard shots. The newspaper reported that the officers
almost fell over Corporal
Wood as they ran out of the
Café and then stopped to ask
“What’s the matter, Walt?”
The two officers tried to render assistance and then one
went to a nearby phone to call
for an ambulance (you have to
remember there were no radio’s back
then). The story said that one of the
officers gave chase to the two suspects
who had been stealing cigars and cigarettes from the Beno Pool Hall and
was going to shoot at the suspects but
a taxi cab drove into his path preventing the shot. Additional stories indicated that the Police Department
posted a five hundred dollar reward
for the arrest of the killers but indicated that the murder was never
solved.
In Corporal Wood’s case I was always curious what the “rest of the
story” was. This crime happened during the prohibition era and at that time
the downtown area was the retail center for the city. While St. Joseph had
its share of “Bawdy Houses” (houses
of ill repute) and speak easies (where
you could get a stiff drink during prohibition) it was also home of one of
the more advanced police departments
in the state. The St. Joseph Police
Department was a “Metropolitan Police Agency” during this era and law
enforcement officers brought prisoners here from all over the region to
have their fingerprints and photographs taken.
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Corporal Walter Wood

In the course of our regular jobs in
2012, we were reviewing items in our
annual budget and looking at various
costs. We noticed that we had been
paying for storage for a number of
years for old police files, most of
which had been put into storage before I joined the department in 1988.
A decision was made to go sort out
what was actually in the storage
locker and get rid of what we could
and possibly save some money by
either moving the remainder back to
the police station or getting a smaller
storage room.
What we ended up finding was all
of the old police records that had
been stored in the basement of the
Central Police Station that was located at 9th and Locust Streets and
later found that a great deal of the
materials had originally come from
St. Joseph’s first Police Station located at 7th and Messanie, which now
houses the National Military Heritage
Museum.
In the storage unit, we found fingerprint cards dating back to 1905, complete with photographs. We also located a lot of wanted person informa-
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tion cut out of old detective magazines and wanted posters
from all over the country. These had all been carefully
filed by fingerprint classifications so that if we arrested
someone with that fingerprint classification we could compare the fingerprints. You have to remember that in the
early part of the 20th century, the Federal Bureau of Investigation didn’t have fingerprint and criminal history information records on a nationwide basis so each department
had to track this type of information on its own.
While all that information was very interesting and took
countless hours by several police department employees to
sort out, the second to the last box we opened held a surprise. When I opened the box I expected to see old wanted
posters but instead, I saw a pile of plain white envelopes
inside. To my amazement these envelopes were printed for
the Chief of Police’s office. Each had been sealed and on
the front of each was a name, a date (most from the
1920’s), and a typewritten notation. The contents proved
to be old case statements, and the outside of the envelopes
showed who the statement was from and what the statement was about.
Some of these were comical by today’s standards because they were for cases involving “stealing chickens in
the nighttime.” But two of the statements drew my attention. One was for Leo Coss and the other was for Minnie
Gray; both were dated April 7, 1926, and both pertained to
the shooting of Corporal Walter Wood. Both envelopes
were sealed and had probably been sealed since 1926. So
here I was, about to learn the full story of Corporal
Wood’s murder.
Minnie Gray’s husband worked for the railroad in Oklahoma and was staying in St. Joseph even though she admitted being homeless. She stated that Opel Ray had admitted
to her that he had been the person who killed Corporal
Wood. She went on to state that Opel had bragged that he
wouldn’t get caught by the law and he had threatened to
kill her if she told anyone. Opel Ray had told Minnie that
he got that “sun of a bitch” and stated he shot Corporal
Wood four times. Minnie then told the Chief of Detectives
who interviewed her that Opel had stated to her that Corporal Wood had jumped him five weeks before for using profane language and that he had told Corporal Wood he
would get him sooner or later.
Leo Coss had been arrested as a suspect in Corporal
Wood’s murder but apparently was never officially
charged. Leo stated he had been with Opel Ray in the
early morning hours of Easter Sunday and when they got to
the Beno Pool Hall, Leo unlocked the door with a key and
they went upstairs. They took five or six boxes of cigars
and were walking back down the stairs to the front door.
Leo Coss stated that Opel Ray was in front of him and as
they got to the bottom of the stairs he saw a person wearing
a uniform at the front doors. Leo stated that Opel Ray
drew a gun and shot the man. Leo Coss stated he didn’t
know that Opel Ray had a gun or was going to shoot Corporal Wood until the moment he did it. Leo thought only
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

one shot had been fired at the officer, and Corporal Wood
was lying on the front sidewalk when they left the building; then they ran south on 8th street.
We don’t know where Corporal Wood’s family is; we
were only able to locate his photograph in a grainy image
from an old newspaper microfilm, but we can at least now
know what happened to him on the day he paid the ultimate sacrifice to our city.
Editor’s Note: Walter Wood is buried at the Odd Fellows
Cemetery. His wife Harriett died in October 1929, cause of
death is listed as “Starvation - refused to eat or drink” with a
contributory cause of “acute melancholia.” The 1920 census
indicates they had two daughters: Christina (11) and Mildred
(9). 
St. Joseph News-Press
March 13, 1905
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Lost to Flames

The following is a list of Missouri
courthouses that have burned, found
on the Missouri State Archives Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
notes/missouri-state-archives/missouricourthouse-fires/650153885030067).

This list is known to be incomplete.

83 fires, 57 counties
Adair – April 12, 1865
Barton – November 1862
Bates – 1861
Bollinger – March 2, 1866 & March
12, 1884
Caldwell – April 19, 1860 & November 28, 1896
Camden – January 28, 1902
Cape Girardeau – July 1870
Chariton – September 20, 1864 &
August 27, 1973
Christian – August 29, 1865
Crawford – February 15, 1873 &
January 5, 1884
Dade – October 6, 1863
Dallas – October 18, 1863 & July 30,
1864 & September 3, 1867
DeKalb – December 25, 1878
Dent – May 1864
Douglas – July 1872 & April 1886
Dunklin – April 1872
Gentry – July 13, 1883
Greene – October 28, 1861
Harrison – January 7, 1874
Hickory – 1852, 1860 & January 8,
1881
Howard – December 1, 1887
Howell – 1866
Jasper – October 1863
Lawrence – 1895
McDonald – 1863
Maries – November 6, 1868
Mercer – March 24, 1898
Mississippi – 1891 & February 10,
1997
Monroe – December 1861
Montgomery – 1864 & April 2, 1901
Morgan – March 12, 1887
Newton – 1862
Oregon – 1863
Osage – November 14, 1860 & October 30, 1922
Ozark – November 28, 1934 & January 1937

Pemiscot – December 2, 1882
Pettis – June 16, 1920
Pike – March 1864 & October 16,
1915
Platte – December 1861
Pulaski – June 13, 1903
Randolph – August 12, 1882 & July
1955
Reynolds – 1862 & November 24,
1871
Ripley – during Civil War & Jan 1,
1898
St. Clair – 1861 & November 1864
Saline – August 1864

Shannon – 1863 & December 31,
1871 & March 1895 & May 23, 1938
Shelby – June 29, 1891
Stoddard – 1864
Sullivan – June 26, 1908
Taney – December 19, 1885
Texas – during Civil War & February
12, 1881 & December 14, 1930
Vernon – 1863
Washington – January 9, 1907
Wayne – 1854 & December 14, 1892
Webster – 1863
Worth – February 1866
Wright – 1862 & January 11, 1863 &
1896 

Book Review: American Passage
by Kelly Alvarado

J

ust before Christmas a link to a blog
post regarding name changes at Ellis Island was posted on our Facebook page
(http://www.nypl.org/blog/2013/07/02/
name-changes-ellis-island ). The post
debunks the myth that names were
changed at Ellis Island by workers checking in the immigrants. While I know this
myth persists no matter how many times
it is proven otherwise, the article cited a
book by Vincent J. Cannato entitled
American Passage: The History of Ellis
Island. To my great delight, Sandi Baker
had also read the post and ordered the
book – one step ahead of me! When it
arrived she donated it the NWMGS library. I could not wait to read it and
started immediately.
The book starts with history of the
island itself, a small piece of land off the
coast of New York that was used for the
hanging of pirates, when such a thing was considered public entertainment. After such displays were banned, the island was unused for many years, and owned
by Samuel Ellis. The government took interest in the island as a point of defense
against potential enemies and fortified it, even though the government did not
own the entire island. In 1808 the princely sum of $10,000 was paid by the U.S.
government for full ownership and military use. During this period of time, the
authority to regulate immigrants fell to the individual states, which continued the
practice from colonial days of restricting access for criminals, paupers and the
diseased. The laws were very loosely enforced and once immigrants were admitted, they were on their own.
Of course, shysters were always abundant there to take advantage of those who
were not familiar with the language and culture of their new home. In response
to their schemes, many ethnic groups formed societies to assist the newly landed,
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Slays Woman, Kills Himself
Researched, Transcribed, and Submitted by Linda Landes

moving with her four children later
yesterday.
Hoober’s aged mother was the
only spectator to the tragedy. She denied that her son and Mrs. Thomas
had quarreled but neighbors reported
that Hoober was seen pacing up and
down the back yard shortly before 1
o’clock. He returned to the house and
entered a bedroom where he called to
Mrs. Thomas, who was preparing to
wash the lunch dishes. As she crossed
the threshold Hoober fired one shot
which struck the woman in the heart,
killing her instantly. He then fired a
bullet into his head.
Hoober is the father of two grown
sons and has been a resident of Sumner for ten years. He was foreman of
the pre-cooling plant for berries at the
Northern Pacific depot.
J. H. Hoober on left.
Gladys Hoober. Unknown man.

J. H. Hoober is my distant cousin
by way of my great-great-aunt (his
mother) Ethlebert Howell Hoober.
This is the story of his demise.
Seattle Daily Times July 11, 1931
SUMNER FATHER SLAYS
WOMAN, KILLS HIMSELF
Aged Mother Is Witness as Man
Fires Fatal Bullet at Housekeeper
and Commits Suicide
By Associated Press
TACOMA, Saturday, July 11 - With
his 83-year-old mother as a horrified
spectator, J. H. Hoober, 43 years old,
shot and instantly killed his housekeeper, Mrs. Anna Thomas, 39, at his
home in Sumner yesterday afternoon
and then fired a bullet through his
own head. He died last midnight.
Hoober is believed to have become
enraged because Mrs. Thomas, who
has worked for him for six years, was
leaving his employ. She had rented a
home in Sumner and was planning

small automatic pistol to his temple
and fired while his 86-year-old
mother, who came to visit him a
week ago, looked on.
Mrs. Thomas had been keeping
house for Hoober for six years and
he, in return, had provided for her
family of three daughters and one
son.
The quarrel which preceded the
shooting was said to have revolved
around one of the daughters, Helen,
17.
Author’s commentary: The Hoober
family story from those living in the
Puyallup area at this time says that
Helen was pregnant and her mother
Mrs. Thomas was moving because
either Joseph Henry or his son Joseph
Wayne was the father. 

Seattle Daily Times July 12, 1931
OFFICIALS SEEK MOTIVE BEHIND MURDER, SUCIDE
Sumner Man Kills
Housekeeper and Himself as Aged Mother on
Visit Helplessly Looks
On.
by United Press
SUMNER, Saturday, July
11 - Authorities were
somewhat mystified today
as they sought to determine a motive for the murder of Mrs. Anna Thomas
and suicide of J. H. Hoober, superintendent of the
Washington Berry Growers Packing Corporation
cooling plant here.
Hoober had quarreled
with his housekeeper, Mrs.
Thomas, but aside from
that, authorities could find
no cause for the shooting.
Mr. Hoober shot Mrs.
Thomas once through the
heart, then pressed the
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Richard D. Fulks
Actress Jane Wyman’s stepfather
From 1903 Greater St. Joseph Police Department
Souvenir publication
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Sunday Afternoon’s Tragedy
or
How Going the Extra Mile Uncovers an Unexpected Story
by John S. Grimes and Patrice Fatig

This article is a tale of two stories – a crime and how its
place in my family history was uncovered. The newspaper
headline read: “Sunday Afternoon’s Tragedy” and the story
opened with the following: “Cal T. Oathout and James
Burtchett were shot and instantly killed yesterday afternoon by William Douglass Ranier.”
As part of my research into my family history, I tried to
chart the different branches of the family tree, not just my
primary ancestors. Several branches of my family tree
have died out and their stories have been lost to time.
Their stories are as much a part of my heritage as are the
stories that were passed down by my parents and grandparents. While looking for the family of my greatgrandmother Olive Electa Johnson Schank (25 April 1869
– 1 March 1954), I found her sister, my great-grandaunt,
Arminia Ruth Johnson Reneer. In the process, I stumbled
upon a story that I know would not have been passed onto
the future generations even if the branch had not died off.
Ruth (18 August 1863 – 1 August 1938) was the daughter
of Abraham Lincoln Johnson and Delilah Short Johnson.
She married William Douglass Reneer (16 March 1854 –
16 December 1934) on 6 September 6 1881 in Amazonia,
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Andrew County, Missouri. Mr. Reneer was known
throughout his lifetime by several different names including W. D. Reneer, Douglas Reneer, Douglass Ranier and
William Douglas. Their daughter Sylvia was born on 3
May 1886 in Missouri. At some point, possibly around
1905, they moved to Atchison County, Kansas, where Ruth
was, according to the 1910 Federal Census, living with her
daughter and son-in-law, Benjamin Franklin Fedderson (b.
27 November 1886). The young couple had been married
about 5 years, having married in Atchison, Kansas on 31
May 1905. In the 1920 and 1930 Federal Censuses, Ruth
is again living with her husband.
Now the question to research became where was W. D. in
1910? After much painstaking internet research of the
1910 Federal Census by Patrice Fatig, W. D. was finally
located residing at the Kansas State Penitentiary in Lansing, Leavenworth County, Kansas. Patrice also learned
that Kansas Prisoner files could be viewed at the Kansas
State Archives located at the Kansas Historical Society in
Topeka, Kansas.
Thinking we would find a dull story about someone jailed
for bootlegging or embezzlement or some other boring
(Continued on page 38)
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charge, we made a leisurely trip down to the facility making stops for research along the route, including one at the
Atchison County Courthouse hoping to find information
about W. D. and saving a trip to Topeka. But the court
clerk was unable to find any information in their records;
so, off to Topeka we drove.
Arriving at 4:00 p.m., having forgotten the policy that no
new materials are pulled for viewing after that hour, we
thought our visit to the Archives would produce no information. Fortunately, the courteous staff was able to look
up general information about prisoners, including W. D., in
their computer files. One can only imagine our surprise as
she read to us that he had been sentenced to one year in
prison after which he was to be hung by the neck until dead
for the crime of First Degree Murder. The trip back to St.
Joseph that evening was filled with speculation as to what
heinous crime he had committed and questions as to why
W. D. was still alive in 1910 and out of prison as recorded

in the 1915 Kansas Census and the 1920 and 1930 Federal
census. Our trip back the next day got us to the building
with ample time to request and review W. D.’s prisoner file
in which we found many interesting items.
With the date of his sentencing of 15 December 1900, I,
the field researcher, made plans to go to the Atchison, Kansas, public library. This was during the 2011 Missouri
River flood; therefore, I had to go the long way round to
get there. I spent at least five days, including one sevenhour day, hunched over the reader staring at the dark
screen, combing through the microfilm of the Atchison
Daily Globe. Finally, I located several articles about the
murder and the trial which answered the question of what
had led to W. D.’s incarceration. There was still no answer
as to why he was released from prison and not executed as
sentenced. We hoped that another trip back to the Archives would bring answers; but, that trip would have to
wait for almost a year.
While W. D.’s actual prison file was rather sparse; it contained a record of letters W. D. sent, including letters to the
Governor. The following summer, we returned to the Kansas State Archives where we scoured through files of letters to the Governor. Unfortunately, we found no correspondence from W. D. We were informed by the Archives
staff that the letters might have been forwarded on to the
Parole Board for consideration. Sadly, we were unable to
locate any of W. D.’s letters in the Archives.
While at the Archives, however, we learned a little about
Kansas and the death penalty. As W. D.’s commitment
papers stated, a warrant of the Governor of the State of
Kansas had to be issued to set an execution date. Most of
the governors declined to issue such a warrant and, as such,
politics at the time may explain why W. D. was not hung
as sentenced. We also learned the state’s death penalty
was abolished on January 30, 1907, by Governor Edward
W. Hoch (term: 9 January 1905 – 11 January 1909) which
would have been during W. D.’s incarceration. We will
probably never know why Governor George H. Hodges
(term: 13 January 1913 – 11 January 1915) granted probation to W. D. in the final month of his tenure. All we know
is that he did.
(Continued on page 39)
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We also know the conditions of W. D.’s probation as they
are part of his prison file. It seems that W. D.’s life after
prison was quiet, possibly for a number of reasons including the terms of his probation and the fact that his probation officer did not report his death of 16 December 1934
until the following March 1935.
Another reason W. D. may have been on good behavior is
that by this time his son-in-law was a member of law enforcement in Atchison County, Kansas. On 15 July 1925,
Benjamin Fedderson was appointed sheriff by Governor
Ben S. Paulen to service out the unexpired term of Ed
McCullough who resigned after charges were filed alleging the appropriation of tax monies for his own use.
Many of the citizens of Atchison favored the appointment
of Mr. Fedderson as he had done an excellent job as an
assistant chief of police having risen from the ranks of a
patrol officer. Unfortunately, Ben was not elected sheriff
when he campaigned for that position in 1926. Sylvia Fedderson died in July 1941. Ben moved to California where
he died on 3 November 1949.
William Douglas Reneer; his wife, Arminia Ruth Johnson Reneer; his daughter, Sylvia Reneer Fedderson and
son-in-law, Benjamin Franklin Fedderson are buried at the
Mount Vernon Cemetery in Atchison, Kansas. As far as is
known, Sylvia and Ben had no children. 
Ranier’s Release Document

(Book Review continued from page 35)

and in 1847 the German and Irish societies teamed up, and
in cooperation with the State of New York, opened Castle
Garden. A head tax of $1 was paid by the steamship companies to pay for this venture. Castle Garden was started
as a philanthropic endeavor, meant to protect the immigrants, but plenty of opposition to it was sounded on many
sides. The societies prevailed and the facility opened in
late summer 1855. The book covers many wonderful details of the years when Castle Garden was the premiere
immigration center for the country. It is necessary to understand the history of Castle Garden to know the “why” of
Ellis Island, and all that came after.
Up until the late 18th century, the federal government
didn’t care much about immigration at all. At that time,
the strong federal government that we know of today was
still forming. Once the government decided it actually
cared about the immigrant situation and wanted to become
involved, the old military munitions storage area on Ellis
Island was repurposed. The original buildings were constructed of Georgia pine and were similar in appearance to
large barns. Even by the standards of the day, the buildings were shoddy and ugly, but Ellis Island opened its
doors to immigrants in 1892.
Almost as soon as it opened, the new department was
mired in controversy. Congressional inquiries and beatings
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

from the press were a constant theme. Cannato does an
admirable job of demonstrating how the politics of the time
– from the turn of the century, through massive immigration influxes of the first decade, the Great War, World War
II, the Cold War – were played out in the nation’s immigration policy. From the infancy of the United States, the
country has struggled to define the essential questions of
how many and what type of immigrant was considered
“desirable.”
Throughout the chapters, Cannato demonstrates the
various forms of discrimination that each wave of immigrants endured. In an amusing anecdote, he relates how
the immigrants of the turn of the century looked down their
noses at the immigrants of the 1940’s. The attitude of “we
got here first” has persisted throughout the ages. The book
also relates how the media has built up the reputation and
nostalgia for the island that very few of the immigrants
themselves ever felt—it was a miserable, awkward, invasive, intimidating and downright scary place for most who
passed through its halls.
For anybody who has family members who entered the
United States through New York’s famous harbor, and
wants to understand the history and the experience that was
Ellis Island, this book should be on your reading list.
It is American Passage, Vincent J. Cannato, copyright
2009, HarperCollins Publishers, NY. 
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Murder at the Packing Plant
by Doni Mollus

I was researching in the early death records for the City
of St. Joseph, Missouri, gathering information on a family
outside my direct line, but one I’d hoped would lead me to
information on a great-grandmother’s immigration to the
US. My great-grandmother’s sister Anna had married a
man named Jacob Karnicki and they had settled into the
Polish community known as “Goose Town” in St. Joseph
sometime between 1881 and 1883. I found the story of this
family hard to let go, because it seemed so tragic. Anna
and Jacob lost five children in fairly rapid succession, and
then Anna died shortly after the birth of a son in July 1897,
aged 38, followed by the baby a week or so later. Jacob
was left a widower with five children: Mary, Elizabeth,
Anastasia, Walter, and Stella. Mary, the oldest, who immigrated with Anna and Jacob, died of a respiratory illness in
1899. Elizabeth married a young man named Peter Swedo
in 1900, when she was 16, and they lived with Jacob and
the younger children.
Jacob died three years later, in May 1903, at age 52.
When I found his listing in the city’s early death records,
the cause of death was given as “shock, killed in fight.” So
I was off once again to the microfilmed newspaper at the
St. Joseph Public Library.
According to stories in the St. Joseph Gazette (May 1
and 2, 1903) Jacob was a foreman at the Hammond meat

Five Generations from Darrel Hanson

Seated on the left is Hester Ann (Archer) Clark (Darrel’s
great-grandmother). Seated next to her is George Archer
Clark, Darrel’s great-grandfather. Standing on the left is Ida
Mae (Clark) Hanson, Darrel’s grandmother. Standing next
to her is Ralph Lars Hanson, Darrel’s father. Darrel is the
youngster in his father’s arms. Hester was featured in an article, pages 52-57, in the 2010 NWMGS publication V. 30, #1.
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packing plant in St. Joseph. Apparently, gruff words were
exchanged between Jacob and another employee, John
Sledgenski, in “a dispute as to the time to quit work.” A
fight ensued during which Sledgenski, who was wearing
wooden shoes, knocked Jacob to the floor and kicked him
violently in the head, chest, and abdomen. According to
the various accounts, it took Jacob six days to die; one account said that Jacob’s life might have been saved had they
called the doctor in earlier. In further research at the
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Library I found a handwritten copy of Jacob’s will, dictated as he lay dying at his
home on Warsaw Avenue. In it he charged his daughter
Elizabeth Swedo (then pregnant with her first child) with
the care of her three younger siblings.
Further research at the library did turn up some court
papers regarding the subsequent trial of John Sledgenski,
which somehow resulted in a verdict of “not guilty” on
charges of manslaughter in the fourth degree, although he
was charged with murder in the second degree. The court
papers appear to be incomplete, and many of the witnesses
for whom subpoenas were issued apparently could not be
found. Oddly, Jacob’s young daughter Stella was on the
witness list, although she would only have been 12 years
old at the time; none of the other children were listed. I
found the description of the charges against Sledgenski, a
subpoena listing witnesses to be called, as well as those the
officer failed to find and serve after “diligent
search” (including the doctor!), the instructions to the jury,
and the jury’s verdict. The file contained no copies of transcripts or depositions.
I got very wrapped up in this family’s saga, and wanted
to find “the rest of the story.” Elizabeth and Peter lost their
infant son the day after his birth in November 1903, and
lost a daughter a little over a year later in December 1904.
Anastasia married a young man named Jess Reno about
1905, who moved into the family home with his young
bride. But by February 1906, Anastasia was also dead, of
consumption (tuberculosis), and Jess moved back to his
parents’ home. In the years shortly after 1906, I couldn’t
find any references to the remaining family, Elizabeth and
Peter Swedo, and Walter and Stella Karnicki, and I feared
the worst.
I kept hoping I would find the thread again, as I had
developed a deep admiration for Elizabeth, my long-lost
cousin. I could not imagine living through the tragedies
she had faced, and having the strength to keep going.
Wonderfully, through Ancestry.com, I was able to find
them again…in California! Elizabeth had kept them all
together, and managed to find a better life for them. She
and Peter had a family, as did both Walter and Stella. I
even managed to “meet” some of Elizabeth’s grandchildren
through Ancestry, and share her story with them. And so it
is the case that even looking for long lost black sheep
might lead to living white sheep to populate the family
tree. 
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1877 James Tracy, Robber, Finds His Wife Remarried
Researched, Transcribed, and Submitted by Monica Schirmer

St. Joseph Daily Herald
5 December 1877, p. 3
Nodaway Station, a point on the Bluffs road, about fourteen miles from St. Joseph, has a real sensation and no mistake. Living about a mile and a half north of that place, is
a family, the subject of the sad story about to be related.
For many years, James Tracy, with his wife and two children there resided. Peace and quiet reigned in that household, and the married life of Mr. and Mrs. Tracy was all
that could have been asked for. That accursed thing, drink,
which has lowered many a family to the brink of shame
and degradation, and too often broken up happy households, was James Tracy’s ruling passion. When sober and
at himself, all was well, but the moment he became overpowered by the excessive use of strong drink, he was a perfect demon, as it were, and would commit crimes of which
he would repent when over his spree; but, alas, too late.
About eight years ago, while on one of his tantrums, he
committed a robbery at Amazonia, for which offense he
was sent to the penitentiary for two years. Regaining his
liberty at the expiration of his imprisonment, he resolved to
drink no more. He only too well knew his failing and was
cognizant of what it was bringing him to. The habit had
become so strong with him that he could not resist the
temptation, and it was not long before he was sent back to
his old quarters for two years more, for committing a robbery at Elwood. Shortly after being placed in the penitentiary, he killed a fellow convict and was given two years
and a half more.
Tracy is a marble cutter by trade, and his skill in that

line is recognized by all who know him. While in the penitentiary, he got up a model piece of workmanship, which
was forwarded to Philadelphia, and took the premium at
the Centennial. For this, he had six months of his time
commuted.
Let us now, for a while, turn back to that quiet little
household in Andrew county. What was Mrs. Tracy doing
these long, weary years? Grieved as she was, and justly
incensed, as she might have been, she remained constant
and true, and was awaiting the time when her husband
might return to her, and reform, and spend the remainder of
his days in sobriety and happiness. This she continued to
be until hearing of his last crime. Under the mistaken apprehension that he was to be imprisoned for life, she married again.
Last week James Tracy, for the first time in four years,
placed his feet upon the threshold of his old home. Imagine, if you can, the meeting of the husband and wife, under
the circumstances; she still ignorant, up to that time, of the
length of his sentence, and he of her second marriage. Sad
and tearful was the scene. They both took a sober,
thoughtful view of the situation, and recognizing the fact
that, “What had been done could not be undone,” he told
her to live as she had been, and try to forget that he had
ever returned. He made his children several presents, gave
his wife some money, and took his departure for St. Joseph, telling his wife to give the children a good education
and if they wanted anything write to him.
James Tracy is engaged at work in St. Joseph, and it is to
be hoped, late as it is, that he has come to his right senses
and will hereafter lead a sober and industrious life. 

Wanted posters found in St. Joseph Police Department Storage (third example on page 44)
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What the HECK?
by Kelly Alvarado

I hate to say it, but I wish my family had a criminal who
served some time at the Missouri State Penitentiary!!
As genealogists we are often in search of the elusive details. Oh sure, we can find our family in the census every
ten years, and we know their occupation, maybe their income, and some other facts. And those are great, don’t get
me wrong. If you’re lucky, you’ll have a nice picture to go
along with their census information, but those old black
and whites ones, while beautiful, still leave something to
be desired. What color eyes? What color hair? Is that a
flaw in the photo or did he really have a mark on his face?
These are the minutiae that we yearn for. It’s what makes
them REAL.
Which brings me back to my wish for a criminal. While
browsing through the microfilm at the NWMGS Library,
the roll concerning Missouri State Penitentiary records
came to my attention. Of course, I couldn’t resist, so I
popped it into the fabulous new microfilm reader that was
a recent gift from the Buchanan County Recorder of Deeds
office just to see what was there.
First, I thought I had loaded the film wrong. The screen
was black. I adjusted the reel several times, and I was sure
I had it under the lens. Then I noticed, ever so faintly,
what looked like the edge of page, and finally I realized the
film was so rotten that the page was literally as black as the
background. How lucky are we that the new machine can
take on even the worst microfilm and make it readable.
One click of the “auto fix” button, and I had a perfectly
readable page in front of me. Even the handwriting wasn’t
too bad. Now, what do we have here?
To my amazement, the record showed the names of the
inmates, their height, weight, complexion, size of foot,
what county they were sent from, religion, nativity, closest
relative, the crimes they were convicted of, the session of court they
were convicted, when they arrived
at the prison, and when they were
released. What a bonanza of information! THIS is what makes our
ancestors real. These details make
the person come alive like no census
record can.
As I was zooming through the
film, absolutely bewildered by the
treasure that is held in these pages, I
ran across a name that caught my
attention. Several, in fact, but one
that I just couldn’t get out of my
mind: Heck Elmore. Who names
their child Heck? One glance at the
record and I could tell you a lot
more about Heck. He weighed 180
pounds, had a scar above each eyeNorthwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

brow, was partially bald at the ripe old age of 42, and
claimed no religious affiliation. And he was sent to the
slammer for 2 years for Grand Larceny. Being the curious
researcher I am, I had to know just what it was that Heck
had stolen. Off to the index of criminal records! He was
easy enough to find, but having the session of court that
convicted him from the penitentiary records made it easy to
verify I had the right guy (not that his is a common name,
but two pieces of evidence corroborating each other is always nice). The index gave me his file number, and so off
to the basement I went in search of the answer to what
Heck had done.
The file contained original paperwork from the criminal
court. The proceedings, the witnesses, and all the duly
sworn statements of the folks involved, the subpeona for
witnesses, the affidavit, etc. Turns out that Heck was one
of four men accused of stealing several pieces of equipment and tools from a “one story brick building used
owned and occupied by the St. Joseph Bridge & Iron
Works Company as a store house.” The other three men
were let go, having “insufficient evidence to hold” them.
Heck’s bond was set at $1,000. The items stolen were
listed at a value of $700.
So what became of Heck? Well he was released from
prison early for “good behavior.” He returned to St. Joseph (and presumably his wife). He appears in the city
directory for a few years, and then disappears. Incidentally, I discovered in those city directories that his real
name was Hector, to my great relief. I could not find a
death record for him in our pre-1910 listing. No kids are
mentioned in the penitentiary records, nor census. While
the penitentiary records mentions he had a wife in St. Joseph, no name is given for her. The records also stated he
was from Virginia, which was a big help. I found him as a
child with his parents in the 1860
and 1870 census. But the first trace
of him in the St. Joseph area was in
the 1888 city directory. The last
trace was in 1906.
While Heck isn’t my ancestor, I
kind of wish he were. I know more
about him than I do of my own
grandparents! A huge amount of
fascinating information is available
in the records that are held at the
NWMGS library. Every day I learn
something new, and every day I
wonder anew at this hobby we call
family history; the endless possibilities, the minute traces of lives that
were left behind. Putting them all
together to build a story of a life is a
never-ending and worthy pursuit. 
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Surnames Our Members Are Researching
The links below are active. If you receive The Journal electronically, click the link to contact the researcher. This list can also be
viewed on the NWMGS website; go to the main page and click the Research link. These names are not included in the general
surname index.

Adams ................ Bob
Adkins................ Bob
Agee ................... Teresa
Anderson............ Carroll Cousin
Armstrong .......... Mary
Arnold ................ Teresa
Arrasmith ........... Bryson Cousin
Auxier
(James & Artemesia) Sharon
Bailey .................Bob
Baker..................S Adams
Bermond ............Mary
Black ..................Richard
Blakely ...............Bryson Cousin
Blatchley ............Evelyn
Bolliger ..............Connie Brax
Boydston ............Bob
Boyer .................Mary
Brady .................Ruby
Bretz ..................Karen
Brittain ...............Evelyn
Brown ................Bryson Cousin
Brown ................Evelyn
Brown ................Robert
Brownlee............Mary
Bullard ...............Sandy W
Buell ..................Mary Beth
Burke .................J Quinn
Burnett ...............Dan Morgan
Burri ...................Carolyn
Burris .................Bryson Cousin
Carpenter ...........Evelyn
Carroll ................Carroll Cousin
Carroll ................Richard
Case ...................Evelyn
Chumbley...........Robert
Clark ..................Janice
Coil/Coyle..........Ruby
Cole....................Deann
Colwell...............Norma
Conover .............Ann
Cordrey ..............Pat
Corn ...................Karen
Cox ....................Sharon
Cox ....................Bob
Creason ..............Dan Morgan
Curley ................Bryson Cousin

Davies ............... B Anslinger
Davis ................. Janice
Diamond/Dimond Teresa
Dickens ............. Bob
Donadio ............. Carolyn
Doty .................. Deann
Dreier ................ Carol
Drennan ............. Deann
Duncan .............. Bob
Dunford ............. Karen

Keeton ............... Ann
Kellison ............. Mary
Kent/Kempt....... Teresa
Kerns ................. Ann
Kindred ............. Mary
Kinnard ............. Sandy W
Kline ................. Marla
Knapp................ Carolyn
Leland ............... Evelyn
Lisle .................. Deann
Logan ................. S Adams
Lykins ............... Bob
Lysaught ........... J Quinn

Engemann (NE KS) Marla
Ewell ................. Bob
Evans ................. Carroll Cousin
Evins ................. Bill

MacAdams ........ Evelyn
MacCreary ........ Evelyn
Martin ............... Richard
Maupin .............. Bob
Maylen/Maylin . Teresa
Mayse................ Ann
McCallan .......... Teresa
McCord ............. Mary Beth
McCoy .............. Connie
McGuire ............ Deann
McGuire ............ Ann
McKeoune......... J Quinn
McKinney ......... Shirley
McNeely ........... Sandy W
McQueen........... Evelyn
Meadows ........... Bob
Mercer ............... B Anslinger
Mettler .............. Marla
Miller ................ Deann
Mitchell ............. Bryson Cousin
Morgan.............. Dan Morgan
Moody............... Dan Morgan

Fallis.................. Sandy W
Fielder ............... Carol
Fitzwater ........... Marla
Flood ................. Ruby
Francis ............... Evelyn
Freeman ............ Mary
Furr.................... Carol
Gass ................... Richard
Golden ............... Ruby
Golledge ............ Bob
Grazier .............. David
Hanke ................ Bryson Cousin
Harber ............... B Anslinger
Harrod ............... Sandy W
Harper ............... Richard
Harris ................ Richard
Hastings ............ Evelyn
Hathhorn ........... Marla
Haydon .............. Richard
Hedgbeth/Hedgpeth Bob
Henderson ......... Bob
Hill .................... Karen
Holzhauser ........ Bryson Cousin
Houston ............. Robert
Hughes .............. Marla
Hurst.................. Richard

Nelson ............... Bob
Noland .............. Richard
Norris ................ Richard
Norris ................ Shirley
Oborne .............. Norma
Ogle .................. Karen
Ogle .................. Teresa

Israel (NE KS)... Marla
Jackson .............. Janice
Jones.................. Bob
Judd ................... Norma
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Pile .................... Sandy W
Poff ................... Norma
(Continued on page 44)
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(Surname Research continued from page 43)

Pohl ....................Bryson Cousin
Posey..................Sharon
Punzo .................Carolyn
Quigley ..............J Quinn
Quinn .................J Quinn
Raez/Ratz ...........Karen
Rayhill ...............Marla
Reckard/Rickard/Record Teresa
...........................
Redmond (NE KS) Marla
Reedy .................Bob
Rhodes ...............Pat
Riggs ..................B Anslinger
Rogers ................Evelyn
Ross ...................Richard
Rowland(s).........B Anslinger
Rynn ..................J Quinn
Russell ...............Bryson Cousin
Rutherford/Reatherford Teresa
Sampson.............Bob
Schenk ............... Pat
Schneider ...........Connie Brax

Sells ................... Bryson Cousin
Scholtz/Scholz/
Schultz .............. Teresa
Smith ................. J Quinn
Smith ................. Sharon
Snyder ............... Karen
Spain ................. J Quinn
Spenner ............. David
Steers ................. B Anslinger
Stephens ............ Vivien
Stevenson .......... Mary
Stillwell ............. Shirley
Sutton ................ Richard
Swan.................. Connie Brax

Vaughn.............. Janice
Vogel ................ Mary
Watkins ............. Sandy W
Westbrook ......... Janice
Wigger .............. Mary
Williams............ B Anslinger
Willis ............ Pamela Montgomery
Wilson ............... B Anslinger
Wilson ............... Ruby
Wilson ............... Evelyn
Wood ................ Evelyn 

Tandy ................ Bill
Tartar ................. Robert
Tate ................... Robert
Thompson ......... Robert
Tinsley .............. Robert
Tobin ................. Sandy W
Todd .................. Bob
Toms/Tombs ..... Bob
Trosper .............. Edith
Underwood........ Bob
St. Joseph News-Press
September 28, 1909
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Surname Index for The Journal Spring 2014
Names with * can be found in
clippings, pictures, or documents.
Albertson .............................. 21
Alderson ............................... 18
Alexander* ........................... 15
Alexander ........... 15, 16, 17, 20
Allen ............................... 31, 32
Allen* ....................... 30, 31, 32
Alvarado ............ TOC 2, 35, 42
Ancher* ................................ 16
Ancker* ................................ 16
Anderson* ............................ 44
Archer................................... 40
Arthur ................................... 29
Bailey ..................................... 3
Baker .................................... 35
Baker* .................................. 47
Ballinger ......................... 31, 32
Barker* ................................... 3
Bartram........................... 23, 24
Beattie* ................................ 47
Beavers ................................. 25
Bell* ....................................... 2
Benedetti ................... TOC 1, 4
Beno ............................... 33, 34
Berenberg* ............................. 7
Berry*................................... 42
Betes* ................................... 38
Blair ...................................... 10
Blanton* ................................. 2
Boals..................................... 26
Boiden* ................................ 41
Bombeck .............................. 29
Boyers .................................. 12
Bratak ................................... 20
Bridges ................................... 5
Brightman ............................. 28
Brittain.................................. 12
Brown ......................... 2, 22, 29
Brown* ................................. 38
Brozowski ...................... 16, 17
Buckley ................................ 18
Burke .................................... 30
Burtchett ............................... 37
Byrne* .................................. 11
Calhoun ................... TOC 2, 30
Callaway............................... 26
Campbell .............................. 18
Canada* ................................ 38
Cannato .......................... 35, 39
Carpenter .............................. 29
Carr....................................... 18
Carroll* ................................ 16
Carson* .................................. 6
Casey* ............................ 42, 47

Castner* ............................... 44
Clark ...............................18, 40
Clark* .................................. 26
Clemens ............................... 18
Clinton ................................. 18
Clow .................................... 29
Cobb* .................................... 7
Conforti*.............................. 16
Cook* .................................. 47
Cooper* ..........................13, 18
Coss ..................................... 34
Costello* .............................. 16
Cunning* ............................. 27
Cutler ................................... 29
Daman* (unclear) .................. 8
Dandurant ................TOC 1, 18
Davis .................................... 29
Davis* ...............................8, 30
Devero ................................. 18
Dick* ..................................... 8
Dillinger*........................16, 41
Dillon ...........TOC 2, 27, 28, 29
Dillon* ................................... 6
Dobson*................................. 8
Doland* ................................. 8
Dolman ...........................27, 29
Dolman* .............................. 19
Dominique* ........................... 8
Donoghue* (unclear) ............. 8
Douglas ...........................37, 39
Dow* ................................... 30
Doyle* ............................37, 38
Dreis .................................... 20
Dumpke ............................... 29
Duty ..................................... 33
Duval* ................................... 8
Dyer ..................................... 18
Eason* ................................. 13
Edwards* ............................. 41
Ellis ............................TOC 1, 4
Elmore ................................. 42
Elmore* ............................... 42
Emmerson* ............................ 9
Endres* ...........................37, 38
Epsten* ................................ 42
Erickson ............................... 17
Evans ................................... 26
Everett ................................. 22
Faschetti*............................. 41
Fatig ...............TOC 1, 9, 11, 37
Fedderson .......................37, 39
Felch .................................... 18
Fields .......................TOC 2, 22
Fish .............................9, 10, 11
Fish* .................................9, 10
Fitzwater .........................13, 14
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Fleeman* .............................. 47
Floyd* .................................. 44
Foster ........................ 12, 31, 32
Fowler* .................................. 3
Frank .............................. 30, 31
Frank* ............................ 31, 32
Frechette* ............................. 41
Friddell* ............................... 30
Frisbette* .............................. 41
Fulks ..................................... 36
Fulks* ................................... 36
Funk...................................... 18
Fuson* ............................ 13, 18
Gallagher ................................ 5
Garrett .................................. 29
Garsting* .............................. 18
Geiger ............................. 27, 28
Gibson* .................................. 7
Giggar ....................... 23, 24, 25
Gintz ..................................... 11
Glahn .................................... 16
Grable* ................................... 6
Grannis ........................... 28, 29
Granniss................................ 29
Gray ...................................... 34
Greenlease .............................. 2
Griffin ................................. 4, 5
Grimes .......... TOC 1 & 2, 9, 37
Gump ...................................... 9
Hagan* ................................. 31
Hall ................................... 2, 27
Hall* ..................................... 31
Hammond ............................. 40
Hancock................................ 14
Hanson..................... TOC 2, 40
Harrison* .............................. 47
Hathhorn .................. TOC 1, 13
Hauber .................................. 18
Hawkins................................ 21
Hawley ................................. 18
Hayes* .................................... 6
Haynes .................................. 12
Haynes* ................................ 47
Heady ..................................... 2
Hendon .................... TOC 1, 12
Henggeler ................. 23, 24, 25
Hensley ................................. 29
Herbst ................................... 29
Hesnut* (unclear) ................. 42
Hetherington* ................. 13, 18
Hilgert .................................. 18
Hine ........................................ 4
Hoch ..................................... 38
Hockaday................. TOC 2, 22
Hodges.................................. 38
(Continued on page 46)
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Hodges*................................ 39
Hoffman ............................... 18
Holden .................................. 29
Holley* ................................. 41
Hollingsworth*..................... 48
Hollman ................... TOC 2, 22
Holtsclaw.............................. 18
Hoober .................................. 36
Hoover* .......................... 16, 41
Howell .............................. 5, 36
Hubbard .......................... 27, 28
Huffman* ............................. 42
Hughes............................ 13, 14
Hughes*.................................. 3
Hull................................. 23, 25
James ...................................... 5
Jenkins ..................... TOC 2, 26
Jesse.................................... 4, 5
Johnson..................... 19, 37, 39
Johnson*........................... 6, 47
Jones ..................................... 22
Karnicki ................................ 40
Kelley* ................................... 7
Kelly* ................................... 47
Kemner* ........................ TOC 2
Kessler ............................ 27, 28
Killian................................... 33
King ...................................... 18
Kirchner................................ 28
Kleer ..................................... 19
Knopenski* ............................ 6
Kohl ...................................... 24
Krause .................................. 23
Krause* ................................ 16
Kremer.................................. 18
Kunkle* ......................... TOC 2
Lamater* .............................. 47
Landes ............. TOC 1, 2, 5, 36
Langdon................................ 29
Lastero .................................. 18
Laurie ................................... 24
Leonard* .............................. 42
Lewis* .................................... 9
Livengood ............................ 23
Logan.................................... 27
Logan*.................................. 47
Long ..................................... 14
Lyons .................................... 17
Lysaght* ............................... 42
Maddox .................................. 9
Maddox* ................................ 9
Maddux ...................... 9, 10, 11
Maddux* ................................ 9
Maines .................................. 18
Manley*................................ 32
Martin* ............................. 7, 41
Matthews .............................. 33
McCoy ................... TOC 1, 6, 8

McCrady ............................... 14
McCullough.......................... 39
McGough*............................ 18
McGuire* ............................... 2
McNeil*................................ 47
McNulty* ...................... TOC 2
Mead..................................... 33
Messick ................................ 26
Miaskouski ........................... 20
Michaelis* .............................. 7
Miller* ............................ 38, 44
Mitchell* .............................. 44
Mollus ... TOC 1, 15, 17, 20, 40
Montgomery ........ TOC 1, 3, 18
Moore* ............................. 6, 38
Morgan* ......................... 13, 18
Morris ................................... 29
Morrison* ............................... 3
Moser*.................................. 37
Moses* ................................. 38
Motter* ........................... 37, 38
Moyn .................................... 13
Mulock ................................. 18
Myer ..................................... 28
Nash................................ 27, 28
Nester .................... TOC 1, 1, 2
Newcomer ............................ 31
Newcomer* .................... 31, 32
Noland* ................................ 47
Norton .................................... 9
Oathout ................................. 37
Ober* .................................... 16
Odell ..................................... 14
Oliver*.................................... 3
Page ...................................... 29
Painter* ......................... TOC 2
Parisoff ................................. 31
Parker ........................ TOC 1, 3
Parker* ................................. 38
Parrott* ................................... 6
Patterson* ............................. 38
Paulen ................................... 39
Payne ........................ 27, 28, 29
Penney .................................. 12
Pine......................................... 9
Pittman ................................. 10
Plumb ..................................... 9
Pope ...................................... 23
Pottenger* ............................ 42
Pratt* .................................... 44
Pryor ..................................... 16
Quinn ......................... TOC 1, 1
Ranier ............................. 37, 39
Ray ....................................... 34
Rayha*.................................. 13
Reed...................................... 22
Reintinger ............................... 5
Reital ...................................... 1
Reneer ............................ 37, 39
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Reneer*..................... 37, 38, 39
Renier ............................. 37, 39
Renier* ........................... 38, 39
Reno ..................................... 40
Reynolds ....... TOC 1 & 2, 3, 21
Richardson............................ 27
Riddle* ................................. 44
Robidoux* ............................ 48
Robison ....... Inside front cover
Roderick* ............................. 11
Rogers .................................. 28
Roney ..................................... 5
Roth* .................................... 29
Root ...................................... 18
Ross ...................................... 29
Ross* .................................... 18
Ryan ..................................... 28
Sampson* ......................... 2, 26
Sapp ...................................... 14
Sayes .................................... 24
Saxton* ................................. 15
Schank .................................. 37
Schirmer .... TOC 1 & 2, 19, 21,
...................... 22, 23, 26, 27, 41
Schmidtt ............................... 29
Schultz* ................................ 41
Serocki................ 15, 16, 17, 20
Serockie ................................ 17
Shaw ......................... 27, 28, 29
Shea* .................................... 18
Sherlock................................ 24
Shrader* ................................. 7
Shumpert* .............................. 9
Simms ................................... 10
Slater* .................................. 31
Sledgenski ............................ 40
Smith* ...................... 25, 38, 44
Softe* (unclear) .................... 38
Solars* .................................. 37
Sollars* ................................. 38
Spark* .................................. 41
Sparks* ................................. 42
Spencer ..................... 27, 28, 29
Sprague* ............................... 41
Starr* .................................... 34
Steele .................................... 29
Stevens ................................. 18
Stigers ................................... 18
Stobbs ...................... TOC 2, 33
Stone* ................................... 42
Struby ................................... 23
Strueby ..................... 23, 24, 25
Sullivan*............................... 41
Sutton ................................... 18
Swedo ................................... 40
Tadlock ................................. 30
Thomas ................................. 36
Thomas* ......................... 31, 47
(Continued on page 47)
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Thompson ............................. 23
Tracy ................. TOC 2, 21, 41
Tuck*.................................... 44
Ullman ............................ 28, 29
Vance.................................... 29
Veregge ................... TOC 1, 19
Wade* .................................... 2
Walsh*.................................... 6
Wampler ................................. 1
Warner .................................. 22
Weckerlin ............................. 32
Weightman ........................... 23
Weir ...................................... 29
Wertenberger ........................ 12
Wetrich ................................. 29
Whiskeson ............................ 29
Williamsifen* ......................... 8
Wilson* ................................ 42
Wood ................. TOC 2, 33, 34
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Wyeth ................................... 30
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