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Announcements
Election Results
At the general meeting on April 26th
elections were held for three of the
Board positions. Saula NelsonSproat was elected as our new
Member At Large, Doni Mollus
was elected as the new Treasurer,
and Betty Williams Anslinger was
re-elected Vice President.
Congratulations to all three ladies!
And a BIG “thank you” to John
Atkinson and Carolyn Garver for
their many years of service to the
NWMGS as Board Members. John
served as Treasurer and Carolyn
served as Member At Large.
New Research Tools
The library now has a subscription
to Ancestry.com, GenealogyBank,
and Fold3.com to assist with your
research efforts! We are very
excited to make these online
research tools available to our
members. Family Tree Maker 2012
software is also available at the
library. This is a great way to come
down and try it out before you buy
it, or if you already have FTM, you
can see the new features before
deciding to upgrade. We have also
added an external hard drive which
contains over 45,000 cemetery
headstone pictures. The
photographing of the cemeteries in
Buchanan and DeKalb counties is
an ongoing project by a dedicated
group of volunteers, so this number

President’s Corner
The past few months have been busy at the
NWMGS - with the 1940 Census Party,
Google Earth class, the fundraiser dinner,
FindAGrave.com and Ancestry.com
classes, and many new members to
welcome. There are many more activities to
come and I certainly hope that each of you
will be able to participate in as many of
them as possible. If there is a particular
subject or program that you would like to
see, please email me at
admin@nwmogenealogy.com, call, or write and every effort will be made
to accommodate your request.
During the month of May the NWMGS was asked to present a series on
genealogy for the Rolling Hills Consolidated Library. The 4th class on
preserving artifacts was done by Sarah Eder, from the St. Joseph
Museums. She did a wonderful job giving us information about the
proper techniques for documents, textiles, pictures, garments, furniture,
metal objects and glass. I would like to sincerely thank her for taking the
time out of her busy schedule to share her expertise with us. 

Bus Trip to KC!
All aboard for the bus trip to the
National Archives and Records
Administration and the Mid-Continent
Library in Kansas City! Mark your
calendars for Tuesday August 21,
2012. For this trip, you have lots of
options!
Our trip begins with a stop at the National Archives and Records
Administration. Staff will give us a tour/overview of the library, which
will last about 45 minutes. If you have been to the NARA before, feel free
to skip the tour and begin your research, or visit the NARA’s wonderful
exhibit, From School House to White House, where you can see past
presidents’ report cards and related personal artifacts. Check it out
here: http://www.archives.gov/central-plains/kansas-city/public/exhibits/
(Continued on page 7)
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Board Members
President ................... Kelly Alvarado
Vice President ........... Betty Williams Anslinger
Recording Secretary .. Kenneth Cox
Corresponding
Secretary .................... Carol Almanza
Treasurer .................. Doni Mollus
Member At Large ...... Carol Almanza
Member At Large ...... Saula Nelson-Sproat
Past President ........... John Hutchcraft
Committee Chairpersons
Internet ...................... Kelly Alvarado
Journal ...................... Rose Hutchcraft
Librarian .................. Connie McCoy
Maintenance ............. John Hutchcraft
Membership .............. Kelly Alvarado
Newsletter Editor ...... Pamela Montgomery
Publications ............... Deloris Foster
Public Relations......... Open to a volunteer
General Meetings:
4th Thursday of April, June, September at 7:00
p.m.; 3rd Thursday of November at 7:00 p.m. at
the Genealogy Library, 412 Felix, St. Joseph,
MO.

1940 Census Party Success!
Thank you to all of our wonderful
members who attended the 1940
Census Party on April 2 at the East
Hills Library. About 125 people
filled the library’s theater to overflow capacity. We enjoyed music,
dancing, and a very informative program from Jessica Edgar of the National Archives and Records Administration. A HUGE thank you to
all of the wonderful companies who
Jessica Edgar of the National Archives
supported
our efforts by donating
and Records Administration teaches the
items
for
the
raffle, as well as all of
audience how to read the 1940 Census
sheets.
you who purchased tickets for the
drawing. It was a very successful
event, bringing in $300 to continue the work of NWMGS. We couldn’t
have done it without YOU! 

Executive Meetings:
Second Thursday each month, at 3:00 p.m. at the
Genealogy Library, 412 Felix, St. Joseph, MO.
This newsletter is published four times a year by
the Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society as
a medium for the exchange of information between members. Readers are encouraged to
submit articles. All contributions will be considered. The editors reserve the right to make editorial changes in manuscripts, which they believe will improve the material without altering
the intended meaning. The opinions expressed
in this periodical do not necessarily represent the
views of the Northwest Missouri Genealogical
Society or its officers. Articles represent the
authors’ opinions and ideas and do not necessarily have official sanction, nor does inclusion here
imply approval or recommendation.
Annual dues:
$15 in the USA
$20 in Canada and Mexico
$25 in all other countries
Library Hours:
Tuesday ........................ 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed./Thurs./Fri. ............ 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
1st & 3rd Saturday & 4th Sunday
of the Month ................. Noon to 4:00 p.m.

Staff brought in extra seating for the overflow crowd.

Closed January and February.

Our St. Joseph Treasured Images Volume 2
— Hurry!
We are down to our last four copies of this magnificent
book of memories, available to members for only $20!
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 382
412 Felix, St. Joseph, MO
St. Joseph MO 64502
816-233-0524
Website: http://nwmogenealogy.com
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/NWMGS

For our local members, books can be purchased at the library by stopping
by during our local hours.
If you would like us to mail it to you, please include a $4 shipping and
handling charge with your payment. The books can be purchased using
your PayPal account or by simply mailing in a check/money order/cash. A
small amount of the purchase price does stay with the NWMGS. 
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will grow throughout the summer
months.
These are all great additions to our
research facilities and we hope you
will come visit us soon to take
advantage of all we have to offer at
the NWMGS.
Membership
Please check the mailing label on this
edition of the newsletter to make sure
your name, address, and the
expiration date of your current dues
are all correct. You will also find
your membership number there. If
any of your information needs to be
updated, please let us know as soon
as possible. Thank you!
Do You “Like” Us?
The NWMGS is happy to announce
that our new Facebook page went live
in January. It is a great place to post
pictures of your ancestors, ask a
general genealogy question, share
information and learn about the latest
happenings. It also helps us spread
the word about the NWMGS, so if
you haven’t already, LIKE us! It’s
easy to get there: www.facebook.com/
NWMGS

Books for Sale
In the recent library reorganization, we discovered we had multiple copies
of some books. We are offering these duplicates for sale to our members
first. Prices include a shipping and handling fee of $3.50 (shipping in
continental US only.) Below is a list of books currently being offered. To
check for availability, email Connie at library@nwmogenealogy.com or
call the library at 816-233-0524. Payment accepted through Pay Pal
(email library@nwmogenealogy.com for details) or by check mailed to
NWMGS, P.O. Box 382, St. Joseph, MO 64502. Please write Attention:
Connie on the envelope. Make check payable to NWMGS.
 Virginia Northern Neck Land Grants 1694-1742. Compiled by

Gertrude E. Gray. Published by Genealogical Publishing Co., 1987.
Hardcover. 184 pages. Library stamp on inside cover, writing on end
sheets, marks and underlining in book. Price: $21.50
 West Virginia Estate Settlements: An Index to Wills, Inventories,

Appraisements, Land Grants, and Surveys to 1850. Compiled by Ross
B. Johnston. Published by Genealogical Publishing Co., 1985.
Hardcover. 176 pages. Library stamp on end sheet and writing on
inside back cover. Price: $23.50
 The Quit Rents of Virginia 1704. Compiled by Annie Laurie Wright

Smith. Published by Genealogical Publishing Co., 1980 reprint.
Paperback. 114 pages. Spine coming loose in middle of book. Price:
$8.50
 Emigration to Other States from Southside Virginia Volume I.

Compiled by Katherine B. Elliott. Reprint 1983 by Southern Historical
Press. Paperback. 113 pages plus index. Library stamp on title page.
Price: $15.50
 List of the Colonial Soldiers of Virginia: Special Report of the

Do you like to be the first to know?
If you’d like to get the scoop on new
happenings before anybody else via
your email, email us at
admin@nwmogenealogy.com and let
us know the email address you want
us to use. We’ll add you to the list!
We value your privacy and you can
rest assured that we will never rent,
sell, or share your information with
any other organization. We also
promise not to pester you with emails
every couple of days – usually an
update is sent out about once a
month.
Vacation Time
Planning your summer vacation? Be
sure to include the NWMGS on your
(Continued on page 4)

Department of Archives and History for 1913 by H. J. Eckenrode.
Published by Genealogical Publishing Co., 1980 reprint. Paperback. 91
pages. Stamped on cover, bottom corner of cover bent. Price: $10.50
 Wythe County Marriages, 1790-1850. Virginia Historic Marriage

Register by John Vogt and T. William Kethley, Jr. Published by Iberian
Publishing Co., 1964. Paperback. 224 pages. Library stamp on title
page, some hi lighting in book. Price: $18.50 

Font Change and Zooming
This quarter’s newsletter is bigger—fontwise,
that is. In response to reader requests, we have
increased the font size to make the printed
newsletter easier to read. Remember that if you
read the newsletter (or anything) online or on
your computer, you can zoom in on text to accommodate any vision needs
by holding down the Control key and rolling your mouse wheel forward;
zoom back by rolling the wheel back. If your mouse doesn’t have a scroll
wheel, zoom in and out by holding down Control and hitting + or - on your
keyboard. If you’re reading a PDF file, the program provides a +/- at the
top of the page; just click to get your most comfortable reading size. 
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“must see” list for this year. Over the
course of the year, we have visitors
from about half the States. We love
hearing their stories! If you are in the
area, stop by and say “hello,” take a
look at what we have for YOU, and
enjoy all that St. Joseph has to offer.
New Trading Card
Enclosed with this newsletter/Journal
is the latest in our series of trading
cards, featuring Calla Varner. We are
happy to participate in the trading
card program with the following great
institutions: Agency Ford Museum,
Pony Express Museum, Remington
Nature Center, Andrew County
Museum, Albrecht-Kemper Museum
of Art, the St. Joseph Visitor’s
Center, St. Joseph Musuems, Mount
Mora Preservation and Restoration,
and the National Military Heritage
Museum. May 28th marked the first
day that the new series of cards was
available to the public. The cards are
designed to promote the awareness of
all the great attractions in St. Joseph.
Please see the back of the card to
learn a little about Calla Varner and
the contributions she made to
education in St. Joseph, and stop by
all of the other museums in town to
collect the whole series! (For our
members who receive the newsletter
electronically, please send an email to
admin@nwmogenealogy.com if you
would like the Calla Varner card
mailed to you.)
Just FYI
If you are one of the handful of
members who signed up to receive
your newsletter electronically and are
getting a copy in the mail along with
your journal, please note that an
electronic version was sent as well.
In order to use bulk mailing each
envelope must contain exactly the
same contents, so for this particular
edition the newsletter and journal are
being mailed together. 
Don’t miss the Brenner/Doniphan
Program! Details on page 10.

Why I Like the Lineage Family Tree Program
Submitted by Charlene Huber
I personally like the Lineage Family Tree Program as I feel it is very user
friendly. For example, when you add an individual, it brings up a separate
database screen that walks you through all the information that is needed
with access to any extra events, and you can select to add notes/sources at
that time.
I enjoy how I can access reports and charts at one screen and be able to
preview it before printing them. Also, I am able to create an Adobe PDF of
Reports and Charts and/or save them to a text file. The Report and Chart
screen will let me print out a fan report of a full, half, or quarter circle with
all the blank sections when it is printed. This way, I can write info into it
when I’m away from my computer. The program provides easy reading of
the print-outs, letting me keep my relatives straight.
I also like the way the Name list screen is done, as it lists all the names of
people you have in your database and you can add or edit a person and information from that screen without going to the Pedigree or Family
screens. The program will let you export all or part of any files you wish to
share as a GEDCOM file, making them compatible with other genealogy
programs. However, to import this GEDCOM file and be on the safe side,
it is recommended that you import it to a different database file name before you add it to your current database file.
Handy features: Easy to use Accurate import Charts and reports
Internet enabled Source citation Additional assistance Media enabled Good organization Advanced features Free search on
www.FamilyTree.org 

Another Satisfied Customer…
Submitted by Denise Gripp, Indianola IA
I paid a visit to the NWMGS a few years back and was pleasantly surprised at the outstanding and plentiful resources available there. I had
thought that Missouri records would be all I would come upon there, but I
was in for a wonderful surprise—or two…
For starters, I was astounded to stumble upon a quite tattered, but totally
legible, early-day plat book for Richardson County, Nebraska! It was lying lonely on a window sill – must have heard it calling my name! Between the covers was all I needed to solve an earlier family mystery I had
given up on a year or two prior. Never say “Never”!!
My research surprises didn’t end there. I was digging in a wonderfullycompiled Buchanan County Marriage Index for a Missouri family I was
working on when lo and behold, an Iowa couple’s marriage record seemed
to gleam from the page. I had given up some time ago on locating this
marriage record. I would never have thought of looking in Missouri, and
in particular, St. Joseph, Missouri! Perhaps, the fourth marriage played a
role in their selected locale…who knew?
I’m looking ever-so forward to my next road trip — and treasure hunt —
to the fantabulous NWMGS in St. Joe! 
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society
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Aha! Moments
Family Lore vs. Documented Facts
Teresa McCallan Wilson
I began researching our
family line to find my
grandfather’s
grandmother’s name. He
never knew it, nor met
her since she died when
grandpa’s dad was only
two years old. All they
had was the family
folklore. According to
the tale, this grandmother
had been “a Cherokee Indian princess,” “the chief’s
daughter,” so the story went.
Grandpa had heard the romantic tale, and so it was
passed down through all the years and eventually down
to me. I grew up hearing how her “Indian name” was
Redfir. It was said that her given name was Mariah,
maybe for the wind. Grandpa’s grandfather had ridden
into the Indian camp, the story went, saw how
beautiful she was, and as he made a hasty get away, he
swung in low and scooped her up. The horse fell and
her hip was broken; she died young as the hip fracture
never healed properly. To this day, I can still see him
telling that story as I sat at his feet.
Grandpa was the family historian and he died never
knowing the truth. I set out to find this elusive relative
whose story everyone knew, but whom no one had
ever seen. Soon, with no warning, the “genealogy
bug” had bitten me but good, and I was hooked!
I joined the NWMO Genealogy society and was given
great advice. I took the advice, and went to Doniphan
County, Kansas, as it is so close to my home, and
found Redfir’s son’s funeral card at the funeral home
there. On the back, it said, “mother Maria Diamond.”
What??? That was not my story. (My first lesson in
genealogy).
I wrote for birth and death records. They didn’t keep
records then, but they kept my money. Another
lesson…. We even walked the cemeteries, but Redfir
had seemingly just disappeared. Then, while posting
on Ancestry.com and other sites, I got an email. It
said, “We have the same people in our lines, who are
you?” That started a great friendship with an “internet
cousin” named Chuck Walker. He too was seeking
Redfir and had heard almost the same Indian story. As
time went on, Chuck would be simply invaluable in his
knowledge of utilizing resources, death records and
censuses, but especially the vast records at the NWMO

Genealogical Society.
Then, I met another “internet cousin,” Dan Perry, in
the Washington DC area. He was the descendant of
the sister to our elusive Redfir. The three of us worked
backward, together. We were able to find his relative,
which helped uncover clues about our own missing
Redfir. While searching through the marriage record
books at NWMGS, line by line, we noted a Thompson
married to a Reatherford. We thought that our Redfir
had been married first to a Thompson. When looking
up the record, we were shocked. Misrecorded and
misspelled by the marriage records clerk, it was the
marriage record for our Redfir! A- HA!!!!! The light
was shining through the bricks in our wall.
The ladies at NWMGS helped us make copies. So, we
had a maiden name—maybe. We had found that greatgreat-grandmother’s name was not Redfir at all, and it
might be Rutherford or Reatherford. This information
was hidden in small clues, misspelled surnames,
chance finding of census records, and finally - the
marriage license! We were shocked to find that we
may have found the answer. It was a small crack in
our brick wall.
Her given name was noted as Catherine, not Mariah at
all. We worked backward again and found a James
McCallum and Catherine Marie Thomas record—
could this be James McCallan and Catherine
Thompson? Again! We had hit pay dirt. We pored
over the records at the society, got a copy, and Chuck
dived into the census records looking for a Rutherford,
with a daughter named Catherine or Maria. He found
it! It was Joseph Rutherford, wife Emma, daughters
Catherine and Theresa. Our Redfir was born circa
1854, in Kentucky. We found her mother, Emma,
from Kentucky, and father Joseph, who was from
Ireland. Joseph and Emma and their two girls were
living in St. Louis on the census. Joseph then died of
smallpox and Catherine’s mother moved to Doniphan
County, Kansas.
We continued to work on our Doniphan county
records. We used the will indexes and found a
Diamond surname with a will. Could this be somehow
connected to the Maria Diamond we had seen on that
funeral card? We went to the Courthouse in Troy,
Kansas. There on the will, we found Emma,
Catherine’s mother, and knew we were unraveling the
mystery by large bricks now!
So, Catherine had first married Andrew Jackson
Thompson. We realized that through accent/
pronunciation, they were saying “Reddifer” instead of
Rutherford, and with no reading or writing skills for so

Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society

(Continued on page 6)

July/August/September 2012

Page 5

NWMGS Welcomes
New Board Members
Doni Mollus, Treasurer: “I was born
and grew up in St
Joseph, although
I now live in
Maryville. I first
became interested in genealogy after my father’s death in
2000, when I rePhoto courtesy of
NWMSU and Darren alized how little I
Whitley
knew about his
family. I started
‘research’ in a haphazard fashion,
found my first links, and was
hooked. I also have two beautiful
daughters, and two very lazy cats.”
Saula NelsonSproat, Member at Large:
“I moved from
Lexington
Kentucky to St.
Joseph 13 years
ago when I
married my
husband, John Sproat. I have 5 daughters and one son, and 6 grandchildren.
I started researching about 20 years
ago, mostly in the state of Kentucky,
so when I was given the chance to
volunteer with NWMGS, I was
elated! I also index for Family
Search and Ancestry.com. Apart
from genealogy, I am also very active
in several other volunteer organizations such as Crafting for a Cause,
which donates homemade items to
Pine Ridge Reservation. I am also
involved in Coups for Troops, collecting expired coupons and then sending
them overseas to military bases,
where expired coupons are accepted.
Betty Williams
Anslinger, reelected Vice
President: A
charter member
of the NWMGS,
(Continued on page 10)

Spotlight Volunteer
Kenneth Cox is a founding member of the NWMGS,
back in 1979. He has spent many, many hours in front
of the microfilm machine abstracting information
from area newspapers in order to assist fellow researchers. Kenny still volunteers at the library several
days and a week, and also serves as the Recording
Secretary for the NWMGS. We salute Kenny for all
his hard work over the past 30+ years! 

(Continued from page 5)

Family Lore vs. Documented Facts

many, it was just passed down incorrectly over the generations and
became Redfir. Eventually we discovered that the Indian story was not
correct. We looked up the Dawes Rolls and found that it was Catherine’s
first husband who was of proud American Indian heritage. As we now
know, Catherine “Redfir” was not an Indian princess — that is just a good
story, not fact. Catherine Rutherford’s story was not as fantastic as all
that. Another hard lesson I have learned in genealogy.
So, Grandpa’s grandmother was a Kentucky woman of Irish descent,
probably very beautiful. She eventually settled and lived her life in
Doniphan County, Kansas, Burr Oak Township. We found school records
in Troy, Kansas, and the plat maps at the St. Joseph Public Library.
Catherine Maria Rutherford first met our great-great grandfather James
McCallan, her future husband, when her
mother Emma married William
Diamond, who had a homestead in Doniphan
County Kansas, Burr Oak Township. The
Diamond homestead butted up to the
McCallan homestead which was 3 1/2 miles
north of Blair, Kansas, in Doniphan
County. The two Rutherford and McCallan
children, who would eventually marry,
attended school together. After her marriage
to Andrew Thompson, Catherine came back
to Kansas with two children and married her
James McCallan
childhood neighbor James McCallan. What
on his homestead north of
was the stepfather’s name again? William
Blair, Kansas
Diamond. The census taker had recorded
Catherine with her stepfather’s surname, and
Catherine used her middle name of Maria instead of Catherine as a girl.
Hence the name “Maria Diamond.” I suspect she was quite wonderful in
her own right, even though she wasn’t an Indian princess.
I learned so much and we broke down a big part of that wall, me and my
“Internet Cousins”! I learned of the usefulness of old records that others
throw out, but the NWMO Genealogy society happily accepts and
cherishes. I learned a lot of valuable lessons that first few years, and now
you know the rest of the story!
Teresa received a free one-year membership for her winning Aha!
Moments submission. If you have an Aha! story, please submit it to Kelly
at admin@nwmogenealogy.com, or by mail to the NWMGS Library. 
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society
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Call for
Volunteers
NWMGS could
not function without its volunteers.
Currently, we need
volunteers inside the library during
our hours of operation to scan documents into a database, perform both
routine and special project cleaning
of the library, and index and organize
library holdings.
To do these tasks, you will need to be
able to read fine print in the newspapers, have basic computer knowledge
such as copying and pasting, (we
have large computer screens and can
help you learn basic tasks), do some
light lifting about shoulder high,
stoop and bend, stand for moderate
periods of time, and climb our stairs.
For some organizational tasks, the
volunteer should be detail oriented.
Even if you can work only one hour
per week, please consider volunterring. If you would like to participate
in creating the best genealogy library
in Missouri, please call Project Coordinator Saula Nelson-Sproat at 816344-7900 or 816-689-1700. 

Front Pages
Around the World
Want to see the front page news
around the world? Go here:
http://www.newseum.org/
todaysfrontpages/flash/
Double click
your mouse on
a city anywhere in the
world and the
newspaper
front page
pops up. The
pages also
provide a link
to each newspaper’s online
version.
Shared by Dean
Kerns. 

(Continued from page 1)

The NARA also has a research room equipped with 10 computers available
to the public. NARA has WiFi so if you have a laptop, you may want to
bring that with you to avoid waiting for a computer. Although NARA’s
computer resources are identical to those of NWMGS, you may want your
laptop for recording your discoveries directly into your genealogy
software.
In addition to the NARA offerings, you may want to pop next door to the
Titanic exhibit at Union Station. Price for admission into the exhibit is not
included with the bus price. Admission to the Titanic exhibit is $19.12 for
adults, $16.12 for senior/military/children, and $10 for Union Station
Members. Check it out here: http://www.unionstation.org/
exhibitsevents.html
The second leg of our journey brings us to the Midwest Genealogy Center
in Independence. The bus will leave the NARA at 12:30 to go
Independence, where we will enjoy the lunches we brought or ordered
around 1:00 p.m. The MGC will provide a brief tour at 1:45 for anyone
who is not familiar with the facility. The bus will leave MGC at 4:00 p.m.
for the return trip to East Hills Public Library, St. Joseph.
We will meet at the East Hills Public Library at 7:45 and leave on our bus
at 8:00 a.m. Your cost for the bus trip is $30, for both members and nonmembers. Bring your own lunch, or if you would like a box lunch from
Novella’s Bistro, please add an additional $8. Novella’s lunch includes
sandwich, chips, brownie, snack, and water. Choice of sandwich is ham,
smoked turkey, veggie, or Tuscan tuna on whole grain ciabatta roll. If you
plan to eat a Novella lunch, please place your order and make payment
when you reserve your bus seat. A reservation form is included as an insert
in your newsletter, or you can download one from our website,
nwmogenealogy.com.
We must have 25 reservations with payment by July 21 to avoid trip
cancellation. Once we reach that number, the final day for reservations to
be accepted will be August 14. We will accept payment via PayPal (send
email to library@nwmogenealogy.com), check, or cash. Reservation forms
with payment should be mailed to us at the NWMGS Library. If you paid
by PayPal, please note that on your reservation form. Let’s hit the road! 

Welcome Back
Returning Members!
Richard Andriano-Moore
Mr & Mrs. WF Bode
Joyce Comfort
John and Kay Mallon
Barbara Scheub
Jerry and Judy VanVickle
Frank and Pat Ward
Dan and Jenny Winkelman
Cheryl Wolfe
Nancy Crane
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society
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Reva Fields
Julia Herbert
Richard Jones
Craig Kirkpatrick
Dan and Jerre Moore
Denny Pitts
Joyloise Rau
Dee Godkin
Rose VanCleave 
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NWMGS Calendar
Upcoming Programs
June 26: National History Day’s Normandy: Sacrifice for Freedom. Tuesday, at 7:00 p.m.in the Corby Building,
14th floor, 5th & Felix Streets. (PLEASE NOTE: This is a change from Thursday to Tuesday night.) Derek Frieling,
history teacher from Lafayette High School will present National History Day’s Normandy: Sacrifice for Freedom. Having won a student/teacher competition to study World War II, Mr. Frieling and student Lauren Grundberg
traveled to Washington, D.C. and Normandy, France, to study D-Day and honor the sacrifices our veterans.
June 30: From Germany to Doniphan, KS: A Brenner Story (see full story on page 10).
July 28: Cemetery Restoration. Saturday, 9:30 a.m. This is a two-part program; attend one or both parts. Meet in
Mount Mora Cemetery for a presentation by David Snyder of Jacob’s Ladder Cemetery Restoration Specialists of
Huntsville, MO. Wear comfortable clothing for hot weather and walking/standing. Bring a bottle of drinking water, and a lawn chair, if needed. We will be in the cemetery about an hour. At 11:00 a.m. we will move to the cool
comfort of the East Hills Library Theater, 502 N. Woodbine, for a slide presentation of cemetery restoration projects, stone cleaning, and studying the meaning of grave markings. PLEASE NOTE: In the event of rain or threatening weather, please go directly to the East Hills Library Theater at 9:30 a.m. If the weather is questionable, please
call 816-244-5546 or 816-752-1348 for instructions. Mount Mora Cemetery is located on Mount Mora Rd., north of
Frederick Ave., between 14th and 17th Streets. Turn north at Kelly’s Pub on Frederick Ave. We would like to thank
the Mount Mora Cemetery Board and Dr. Wallace McDonald for allowing us to meet and use his family’s plot for
this demonstration.
Sept. 27: An Irish Program (still in development at press time). At our September meeting on Thursday, Sept. 17,
7:00 p.m. in the Corby Building, 14th floor. As the date approaches, please follow our website or call the library for
more information.

Upcoming Events
August 21: Bus trip to the Kansas City National Archives and Records Administration in KC and Mid-Continent
Library Genealogy Center in Independence (see full story on pages 1 & 7).

Upcoming Classes
Free for members, $5 for non-members. All classes run from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the NWMGS library.
Classes are limited to 15, so please call 816-233-0524 to reserve your seat.
July 7: Tips and tricks on searching the MO death certificates and FamilySearch.org Let us help you find the
records you are searching for on these two free online sites. We’ll discuss the tips and tricks we’ve found that return
the best results.
July 21: Genealogy software This class will demonstrate a few available software packages, but will also be an
open forum for all users to talk about the pros and cons of the systems they use. Bring your laptop and share with
the whole class. We hope for enough interest in one or two software systems that we can begin a user’s group to
meet monthly or bi-monthly in the future. If you have been thinking about purchasing genealogy software, then this discussion will help you decide which
The classes held
might be the best for you.
at the Rolling
Hills Library
August 4: Searching for and using land records
were a success! We
August 18: Scrapbooking and how it relates to genealogy
gained 5 new
members among the attenSept 1: Everything you ever wanted to know about census records
dees, and the library has
asked us to repeat the classes
Sept 17: Researching Court Records

in the fall. 
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Welcome New Members
Lynn Kneib
Fillmore MO
Marla Horner
Troy, KS
Alice Bates
Jacksonville, FL
Mary Kessler
Tulsa, OK
Monica Kiesling
Shell Knob, MO
Peggy Martin
St. Joseph, MO
Nadine Hadley Smith
Hesston, KS
Jean & Leon Duggar
St. Joseph, MO
Deann Woodbury
St. Joseph, MO
Robert Wheaton
Doraville, GA
Pat Lambert/Maudine Bennum
Pattonsburg, MO
Bob Fitzpatrick
St. Joseph, MO
Jane Morgan
Savannah, MO
Blair Piepergerdes
Kansas City, MO
David & Barbara Mayrock
St. Joseph, MO
Tina Micheal Ruse
Citrus Heights, CA
Larry Johnson
St. Joseph, MO
Reva Fields
St. Joseph, MO
Richard M. Jones
Lawson, MO

Donations
Carolyln Tackett
Scrapbook of Eugene Barsch (Contains picture of 1933 St. Mary’s
Graduation class and class of 1937, Christian Brothers school,
programs of these schools and the Convent)
Elaine Smith
Booklet: A Century of Telephone Progress
Family Sheets for Elaine Smith and Jarvis Smith
Dorothy M. Perks
Vital Records of Swansea. MA to 1850
Vital Records of Townsend, MA to 1850
Vital Records of Hampton, NH to 1900 Volume one
Mayflower Births & Deaths Vols. 1 & 2
Claudia Spencer
DAR St. Joseph Chapter NS DAR
Scrapbook 2008—2010
Scrapbook 2010—2012
Central High School
Yearbooks
1975...1977...1981...1982...1984...1985...1987...1988...1989...1990….
1991...1992...1993...1994...1996...1997...1998...1999...2001...2002….
2004...2005...2006...2007...2008...2009...2010...2011
Joyce Ridge
Picture: Little Orphan Irma (an Orphan Train Child) (See inscription
on back)
Durreth Robbins
Ancestors & Descendants of Adam Dittemore 1700-1874 & Henry
Dittemore 1813-1884
Life & Adventures of Polk Wells The Notorious Outlaw 

New Members, con’t

New Members, con’t

Karen Musgrove Young
St. Joseph, MO

Paul Karlin
St. Joseph, MO

Cathleen Unruh-Hall
Broken Arrow, OK

Sharon Shutts
St. Joseph, MO

Jerri Ann Daly
St. Joseph, MO

Leona Gillenwater
St. Joseph, MO

Mary Jane Blair
St. Joseph, MO

Richard & Kathryn Demarest
St. Joseph, MO

Julia Herbert
St. Joseph, MO

David Fox
Kansas City, MO

Virginia Grace Phillips
Parkville, MO
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society
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(Continued from page 6)

Betty began her genealogy research
over 30 years ago. After taking

time away to raise her children
and care for her parents, she has
returned to the pursuit in fullswing. As returning Vice President, Betty is responsible for finding speakers and coordinating the
quarterly meetings. She is sometimes retired and spends much
time with her granddaughter. She
is also a member of the St.
David’s Welsh Society of Greater
Kansas City and the Great Plains
Welsh Heritage Project in Wymore, NE, the Caldwell County
Historical Society, and the Ray
County Genealogical Society. 

Chicago History Online
Submitted by Jack Quinn
Some wonderful old pictures of Chicago can be found at http://
chicagopast.tumblr.com/. If you or your family come from that area,
you may be interested. Here are just a few
from the 120 that are available. Most were
taken between the 1870s and early 1900s.


In Memoriam
Jean Swafford, a long time member of the
NWMGS, passed away June 4, 2012. Jean
did a considerable amount of research on the
Robidoux family. She also served as a
Board member and volunteer for many
years. Our condolences to the Swafford family and all of Jean’s loyal friends. 

Thanks!
to John Sproat
for replacing our
flag holder.

From Germany to Doniphan, KS: A Brenner Story
This entertaining and informative program had to be postponed for a year, but it is worth the wait! Come and hear
the story of our neighboring town of Doniphan, Kansas on Saturday, June 30, 2012 from 2:00 to 4:30 p.m. at the East
Hills Library Theater, 502 N. Woodbine, St. Joseph,
MO.
The town of Doniphan, Kansas, was made famous by
the Brenner family, who planted vineyards and built
wineries that are now listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. In the nineteenth century, the Missouri
River looped directly past the banks of Doniphan, making it a fine steamboat landing, and although Doniphan
became a thriving town at that time, its population has
dwindled to only a handful of souls.
Join us to meet the Brenner “ancestors,” who will tell
their stories and share their memories of an early bustling Doniphan, Kansas. The Brenner School and Brenner community will be fondly remembered, and an open
mic opportunity will be available for audience members
to reminisce and share their memories. Brenner descendants are warmly encouraged to attend. 
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