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Home Sweet Home

The Cover: The Deppen home in Stewartsville, Missouri, known as the
‘big’ house that John Andrew Deppen and wife Ella Deppen moved into
around 1889 with their two daughters, Laura and Grace.
Craig Kirkpatrick shares photos of his ancestors and their homes:
“My maternal grandfather Owen L. DeVall married his bride Grace Deppen in 1907. The wedding took place at the home of her parents, John Andrew Deppen and Mary Ella (MacDonald) Deppen.”
The family line: Zadoc Deppen (b. 1806 - d. 1888) married his first wife
Lucetta Newman in 1833 in Ohio. She passed away in 1845 after bearing
five children: Isaac Newton 1836-1915, Peter 1838-1914, Mary 1840-1860,
William 1842-1894, Lucy 1845-1876.
After Lucetta died in 1845, Zadoc married his second wife Sophia Sheets
(1817-1882) in 1846 in Buchanan County, Missouri. Their children are
Catharine Deppen (1847-1926) who married Green Atterbury of Maysville,
and John Andrew Deppen (1850-1919) of Stewartsville (Craig
Kirkpatrick’s great-grandfather).


Grace DeVall, whose wedding was held in the
house on the cover. This photo was taken in the
1930’s, sometime after the first of several
strokes.

The façade of the Deppen house on the cover underwent a front porch
remodel, but the year is uncertain.
The babe in arms here is Ella Mary DeVall, who grew up to deliver her
reminiscences at the centennial celebration of the Culbertson Methodist
Chapel in the Fall 2014 issue of The Journal. She is held by her grandfather John Andrew Deppen.

Left: The Deppen
home decorated for
the 1907 wedding of
Grace DeVall and
John Andrew Deppen

Zadoc Deppen and his second wife, Sofia (Sheetz or
Sheets) Deppen, parents of John Andrew Deppen
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John C. Dandurant REJECTED
by Pamela Dandurant Montgomery

Last year while doing research on
John C. Dandurant in St. Louis, I ran
across something I had never seen before.
Ancestry.com pulled up two instances of
the 1880 census showing him and his
family. But both separate instances occurred in the 1880 census. How could
that be?
The first instance was dated June 11,
1880, and the enumerator was Henry R.
King. He showed John C. Dandurant,
white male, 35 years old, living on Sheridan Ave. in St. Louis, married 10 years,
working in a saddle factory, born in Missouri, father born in Canada, mother born
in Missouri. His wife is Ellen, white female, 35 years old, keeping house, and
she and her parents were born in Ireland.
They have two daughters, Sophia nine, in
school, born in Missouri, and Octavia
five, born in Missouri. Directly next
door to the Dandurant family is the Cahill family, then the Brennans, then the
Kellys, then the Halsoer family, then the
Florrewichs, then the McKellys, then
the Comesfords.
In the later 1880 enumeration dated
November 8, 1880, conducted by Basil
Elder, John C. is 42, and is a saddlery
salesman, was born in Illinois rather than
Missouri, father born in Canada, mother
in Illinois, not Missouri. His wife’s
name becomes Ella, not Ellen, age 38.
Sophia becomes 11 years old, not nine,
and Octavia seven, not five. The
neighbors’ names have changed completely, which could result from people
moving or from a corrected method of
enumeration, or both.
I worked on the 2010 Census. The
way we enumerated addresses was
strictly controlled. We started at one
house on one block and made our way
completely around that block, never
crossing a street. When that block was
complete, we crossed the street to another block and repeated the process, finishing one block at a time. Even
rural areas were divided into blocks. So it is possible that
the first enumerator did not follow this protocol, but it is
also obvious that the first set of data was incorrect. In fact,
neither age is correct for John. According to his baptism
record, he was born February 13, 1840, making him age 40
when the second enumeration was done, not 42. The birthNorthwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

places of the parents are accurate in the second one, corroborated by records in Holy Family Parish in Cahokia, IL.
So as all genealogists know, no single record can be
relied upon to provide definitive proof of the facts, and that
will always be the case as long as humans are gathering the
data. Home may be where the heart is, but home is not
always where the census says it was.
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The Smiths on Fifth
by Jack Quinn

When my Smith grandparents moved from the farm in
Clyde, MO in early 1900, they took up residence on Fifth
Avenue in St. Joseph. That house was at 1204 Fifth Ave.,
and is still standing today. As a child growing up in my
grandparent’s household on Sherman Avenue, I heard a lot
about the former Smith house on Fifth Ave. The only
photo of the original house in my possession is one that
had been taken and printed on a penny postcard, which I
still consider to be impressive technology.

that swing with him when he moved to Sherman Avenue in
about 1924, and installed it on the front porch at that house.
I grew up in the house on Sherman Avenue, and spent
many hours of my childhood on that swing.
The house still stands at 1204 Fifth Avenue, with a few
modifications (none for the better, in my opinion). A composite arrangement showing a comparison of the house as
it looked in 1912 with the way it looks more recently
(2005), below:

The penny postcard photo of Nell and Jimmy at the Smith Residence - 1204 Fifth Avenue, St. Joseph, MO - about 1912

The home of Smith Residence - 1204 Fifth Avenue, St. Joseph,
MO—2005

The postcard had been pasted in the photo album of my
Grandaunt Margaret Burke, with no annotation. Upon
prying the card loose from the album page, I found handwriting on the rear. It appears that the card had actually
been mailed, and someone saved it (bless them). With
some difficulty, the message was deciphered to read as
follows: Hello Mary, Isn’t this weather the limit? What do
you think of James Jr. and Nell in this picture? Will write
later. Elizabeth The card was addressed to: Miss Mary
Burke, Clyde, Mo
From these few words I could deduce the fact that the
lady sitting on porch was Nell Smith, one of my mother’s
older sisters. The boy identified as James Jr. (actually not
a Jr.) was my mother’s younger brother, Jimmy. The author of the note on the card would have been Elizabeth
Smith, the older sister of Nell. Elizabeth was not yet married, and probably still living at the Smith family home.
The recipient of the card would have been Elizabeth’s aunt
(my grandaunt) Mary Burke, spinster sister of my maternal
grandmother, Catherine Burke Smith. Aunt Mary would
have been in Clyde caring for her elderly parents, John and
Catherine Burke, who were in their eighties. There was no
date on the card, but it is estimated that Jimmy Smith, born
in 1908, was about four years old when the photo was
taken, yielding the 1912 estimated date.
In the photo taken in 1912, the item that caught my eye
was the swing on the front porch. My grandfather took

A second photo was also found among those in the album of my late grandaunt, Margaret Burke. Again, as for
most of her album photos, it was not annotated. However,
I noticed the Smith family resemblance (trust me), and
concluded that it probably was that of a maternal aunt,
Elizabeth Rose Smith Rush. I was supported in this conclusion by members of the Rush family who were her descendants. She had been my mother’s older sister. Initially, the location and year of the photo was unknown.
I found a 1920 U.S. census record that listed Harry
Rush, Elizabeth Rush, and their two sons (at the time) living at 1009 Fifth Avenue. I wondered if this could be the
house shown in the photo; unfortunately, no house number
is visible in the photo.
On my next trip to St. Joseph in June 2005, I visited the
area near 1009 Fifth Avenue. There is a house identified
as 1009, and I took a photo of it, which is posted below.
Expanding the size enabled me (with some difficulty) to
read the house number. It is north of, and right across the
street from Rogers Green Hills market and the US Bank.
However, I did not know if it was the same house where
my aunt Elizabeth had been sitting on the front steps. At
first glance, there are obvious differences between the two
houses.
The best way to analyze the difference is to make a oneto-one comparison. That is best done in the composite
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Lady on the left identified as Elizabeth Rose Smith Rush - abt. 1914 - 1920
1009 Fifth Avenue, St. Joseph, MO - 1900’s and 2005
(Smiths continued from page 2)

photo, posted above. Note that the roof line and chimney
appear to be the same in both photos. The front windows
and front door appear to be located in the same place. It
may be noted that both houses have three porch pillars,
although they have been modified (not an improvement, I
might add). The siding and the roof have been replaced.
I note a possible difference in an external feature, and
that is the ramped street in the foreground of the newer
photo, a result of the addition of the viaduct over the railroad tracks at the Fifth Avenue crossing leading to St. Joseph Avenue. I see no evidence of the ramp in the earlier
photo. The ramp to the viaduct starts just about where
house number 1009 now stands. I was not able to determine with certainty the date that the viaduct was built.
However, a Google Earth view of the area would suggest
that perhaps a ramp could have been behind the photographer. I concluded that this was most likely the same house.
I had originally concluded that the year of the photo
must have been about 1920; however, further analysis of
available data indicated that the year may have been earlier. I know from other records that my Aunt Elizabeth
Smith married Harry E. Rush in 1914. That essentially
sets the lower limit on the time period. In 1920, they did
live at 1009 Fifth Ave. I later found a St. Joseph City Directory of 1921 which listed Harry and Elizabeth Rush

resident at 2405 N. 12th St. (She must have been working,
which is why she was also listed.) That then sets the upper
time limit on the photo. The date probably should read:
“abt. 1914-1920.”
In the process of researching records to determine the
date of the photo, I encountered some information of which
I had not been aware. Harry E. Rush, the husband of
Elizabeth, had been born in Illinois in 1893. However, his
parents, William and Agnes Rush, moved to St. Joseph
sometime around 1901-1902. They lived at 1011 Fifth
Ave., which would have been the house just east of the one
in the photo. So, Harry Rush grew up in that neighborhood, right next door to this house. That was the new information. The childhood home of Elizabeth Smith was
just about two blocks east of there, on the opposite side of
the street, at 1204 Fifth Avenue, which has been discussed,
above.
For those of you who knew and remember Patty Rush
Fuson at the Washington Park Library, you may be interested to know that Elizabeth Smith Rush had been her
mother. They had been cut from the same cloth, so to
speak, as had Elizabeth’s mother, my maternal grandmother, Catherine Burke Smith. The homes in these photos are a reminder of how things change and unravel over
time, giving the genealogist the never-ending task of sewing it all back together again.


Dennis Smith, Owner/Manager
Phone: 816-238-2150
Office: 816-238-1516
6106 King Hill Ave.
St. Joseph, MO 64504
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Silver Spurs
by Linda Ellis Benedetti

It was the weekend John F. Kennedy was shot in Dallas in 1963. After
a tumultuous week on campus putting
out extra editions of the University
Daily Kansan, I was asked by a friend if
I would like to go home with her for the
rest of the weekend to Wichita, Kansas.
I think it was also Thanksgiving weekend. I gladly agreed since the mood on
campus was somber and scary. I’d been
to her home before and it was a really
different place to be; she lived in a three
-story Victorian house with her mother,
father (who had Parkinson’s disease),
her Aunt, and her grandmother.
Wichita streets were vacant as all the residents were
glued to their little TV screens to find out the latest news.
Grandma (my friend’s paternal grandmother) was in a
wheelchair and my friend told me not to believe a thing she
said. She was known as a terrible liar. Grandma was in
her 90’s and very outspoken. Always had been, according
to my friend. She was a tall woman but looked like a small
wind would just lift her off that chair and blow her away. I
attempted to stay away from her but finally was unable to
resist the pull on my sweater every time I passed her chair.
We finally talked. Or at least she did. First thing out of
her mouth was, “Did you know I had four husbands?” I
did not know that and so she continued:
“My first husband was the best. He was a Deputy Sheriff in Western Kansas in the 1870’s. He was so handsome,
blond, blue eyes, grey Stetson hat with a feather in the
headband. He wore a checkered shirt and a green wool
vest and black pants and high-heeled tooled leather boots
and silver spurs. He rode a beautiful Palomino horse
named Silver.
He was so handsome with a bushy, blond mustache. He
was clean shaven and he wore a gold watch and chain. His
holster held two matched pistols with ivory handles. They
had belonged to his father back in Pennsylvania.
I was very young when we married in 1858. Only 15
and fresh off the farm.
He was much older and was about 20 when we married.
We lived in a small town and he was the ‘Safety Officer’
who rounded up the drunks and broke up fights in the saloon. He was responsible for taking the firearms from
rowdy cowboys when they came to town for fun and reckless behavior. He was serious about his job and was pleasant but firm. He never had much trouble with these unruly
men.
To me he was tender and loving when we were alone.
And he had plans for our future. He was going to be a real
lawman and wear a real sheriff’s badge. He knew that he
would have to work his way up in the political chain of
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

command in that small town. And he
would, he said, to make our life better.”
She believed he would have done
that if a train robbery had not intervened.
According to Grandma, her handsome husband was called on to stop a
train robbery in progress as the train
headed for their little town. A telegraph
message was delivered to him early that
morning and he rode out to deal with it,
taking along two other deputies.
The train was stopped about a mile
from town and he and his deputies saw
that the robbers were in the midst of
throwing chests and mailbags off the train. They had already confiscated all the valuables from the passengers and
were nearly ready to ride off on horses left for them in a
small grove of trees nearby.
A gun battle ensued and in the melee, Grandpa was shot
off his horse. The deputies were able to arrest the surviving bandits and tied them up and started the slow trek back
to town. Grandpa lay there next to his horse until the town
doctor and several others came to get him. Passengers
from the train came out to give assistance and kept him
alive until help arrived.
But later that night, he died of his wounds. He was 26
years old.”
After relating this tale, Grandma said that he had been
her best husband and she never forgot him.
After this tale was told, my friend grabbed me and said
that she had heard that tale since she was a little kid and
that not one thing about it was true.
I began to wonder about that. The details were so vivid
even after all that time that I thought I would investigate.
I asked my friend if Grandma had any old boxes or trunks
in the attic that I could go through. “Sure,” she said,
“Grandma never throws anything away.”
Later that afternoon we were in the attic on the third
floor surrounded by old pictures, newspapers, ribbons, let(Silver continued on page 5)
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ters and handwritten notes. It was not until late into the
night that we found a box that was heavier than the others.
In it, carefully wrapped in old newspapers, was a pair of
silver spurs. We could tell they had been used and there
was some wear on them. The spur part still turned and
sounded like little bells when we spun them. A little note
written in block print told the story. These belonged to
Grandpa when he was sheriff in that small Kansas town.
Along with them was a clipping from the town newspaper
telling of the heroic efforts of the sheriff to quell the train
robbery. Grandpa was buried in the local cemetery. His
spurs were given to his young wife. After all the intervening years and all the times she had moved, she had kept
this reminder of “the best husband I ever had.”
This story reminds me that every family has an old box,
trunk, or suitcase probably filled with treasures like these
silver spurs. Maybe it is a notebook, a letter, a pair of earrings, a ring or just a birthday card. Clues are usually out
in the open but the best thing to do is talk about your ancestors to whoever might be able to help you.
Everyone in this old Grandmother’s family thought she
was just talking to hear herself talk. But listen and you
might hear a tale of long ago with a kernel of truth and
maybe you can go back further and find more treasures.
You can back up your story with help from the Northwest Genealogical Society, your local library and archived
newspapers.


St. Joseph Daily Gazette
July 19, 1868

Auto/Home/Life/Business
501 S. 36th St., Suite 101
St. Joseph, MO 64506
Bus: 816-232-1060 Fax: 816-232-5537 Res: 816-667-5760
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Where Did They Die?
by Pamela Dandurant Montgomery

Have you searched for that one ancestor in all the
places where you believe he or she may have lived and/or
died, but still find no trace? If only you could find that
death record….
Consider this: in the late 19th and early 20th Centuries,
locales around the country, especially in the southwest,
actively campaigned to bring tuberculosis patients to their
cities to experience their curative air. The majority of
these patients traveled to these places, established themselves, and died, often shortly after arrival. If your ancestor was one of these unfortunates, he or she may have
pulled up stakes in hopes of a cure and died in a distant
city, or may have lived out his or her life in a sanatorium,
since some people were able to live many years with TB,
going in and out of remission. For some, the sanatorium
became their home.
Some of the cities that actively sought TB patients were
Los Angeles, Albequrque, Colorado Springs, Denver, Tucson, and Pasadena. According to the PBS broadcast
American Experience, “The city of Pasadena started as a
colony for consumptives from Indiana.” This seems to be
an overstatement, since Pasadena is older than the migration of tuberculosis sufferers, but it did have at least one
sanatorium for TB patients and was a popular destination
for hopeful sufferers.
At this link, https://archive.org/stream/
tuberculosisdire00jaco/tuberculosisdire00jaco_djvu.txt,
you can find a government publication published in 1911
entitled A tuberculosis directory: containing a list of institutions, associations, and other agencies dealing with tuberculosis in the United States and Canada, which will
show you where your ailing ancestor may have gone and
may have died and been buried. Some sanatoria had their
own cemeteries, while some of the expired patients were
buried in city plots.
FindAGrave contains some “virtual cemeteries,” collections that contributors have made for those known to have
died of TB. You can find these and others by simply
Googling “graves of TB victims.” At some points in the
history of this disease, TB victims died at an alarming rate,
and many were placed in unmarked graves all over the
country. In some cases, victims were laid to rest in mass
graves.
So if you cannot find any record or any grave of your
ancestor who disappeared in the late 19th Century or early
20th Century, it may be that he or she traveled to one of
these sanatoria for “the cure,” only to die, their bodies unrecovered and many times their deaths unrecorded.
To watch this fascinating episode of The American Experience online, go to http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/
americanexperience/films/plague/.
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How a House in the Background Illuminated a Photo
by Jack Quinn and Kelly Alvarado

Old photo albums with unmarked photos are a challenge,
but not to be daunted by the mystery, NWMGS President
Kelly Alvarado and member Jack Quinn used all the tools
in their genealogy toolbox to unravel the mystery of this
family group photo.

We started with an unidentified photo from
the family album of Jack Quinn’s grandaunt, Margaret Burke. Jack recognized his mother, Marguerite Smith, as the girl at the far left; and her
older sister, Marie Smith, as the girl on the far
right.
Because we were not sure of the year, we were
not certain who the young boy was. Jack was born
in 1928, so the boy could have been Jack, if the
year of the photo was between 1930 and 1932.
However, if the year was closer to 1920, it was
reasonable to assume that the child was his cousin,
Donald Rush, his mother’s nephew with whom
she had always been close. The hair style of the
child in the photo is consistent with that of Don
Rush, who always had a distinctive hair cut until

past his teen years.
But upon further consideration, it became evident that
the child definitely was not Jack, whose mother had been
born in 1903. If the date of the photo was about 1932, it
would mean that she would have been 29 years old at that
time, but she did not look nearly
that old in the photo.
We then began to examine the
car. A St. Joseph expert on the
identification of cars told us that
this was a Model T Ford, definitely pre-1926 because it still had
the wooden wheels. He guessed it
was a 1923-1925 model, so we
could conclude that the date of the
photo was not much earlier than
1923. However, later evidence
puts the period a couple of years
earlier than 1923.
Looking at every detail, we
noticed that someone appears to
be waving from inside the car,
and that undoubtedly would have

Robert and Donald Rush c. 1920
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been Ed Phelps, the boyfriend of Marie, and ultimately her
husband. Ed was always a car buff, and later became a bus
driver in St. Joseph. Ed often wore a dress shirt, with the
sleeves rolled part-way up.
A search of license plate styles on worldlicenseplates.com,
shown here, suggests that the license probably was in the
1920’s, rather than the 1930’s. However, because of the poor
resolution of the photo and the lack of color, it was difficult to
conclude which year the plate actually was. Therefore, not
much weight was given to the attempted license identification.
A search of the streets of St. Joseph was made via Google
Earth to see if the house that appeared in the background of the
photo could be located. The search was initially conducted
along 6th Ave., where the Phelps family lived, and then along
Sherman Ave., where it was assumed that the Smith family
was living at this time. However, when we learned later that
the year of the photo was earlier than we had originally
thought, we then searched along Fifth Avenue, which finally
yielded success.
Below is a composite set of photos showing the relationship
of the house in the background in the 1920’s photo with a relatively recent Google Earth view of the same house on Fifth
Ave. (yellow circles). Fortunately, the distinctive background
house still stands intact, with only some relatively minor structural changes.

In the bottom half of the composite, the residence identified as 1204 5th Ave.
was that of James P. Smith and family, until sometime between summer 1923
and summer 1924. This conclusion follows from a search of the St. Joseph telephone directories, at the right. The telephone books show that James P. Smith
lived at the 1204 Fifth Ave. address in summer 1923, but had moved to 2812
Sherman Ave. by summer 1924.
(Continued on page 8)
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After further analysis, and a comparison of photos, we concluded that the girl
sitting on the fender at the left, next to
Jack’s mother and Don Rush, was Catherine Phelps. Catherine and Jack’s
mother were close friends in high school
at the Sacred Heart Convent. Catherine
Phelps was the sister of Ed Phelps.
They also had a sister Geraldine Phelps
who was three years younger than Catherine. The girl leaning on the hood of
the car has a strong facial resemblance to
Catherine, so it is highly likely that this
girl was Geraldine Phelps. The Phelps
family lived in the same neighborhood
on 6th Ave., just a few blocks from the
Smith family.
At that time, 1920-1924, the Harry
Rush family lived within a couple of
blocks or less of the J.P. Smith home,
within easy walking distance, increasing
the likelihood that the boy at the far left
is Donald Rush.

4
3

5

6

2

1

1-Don Rush, 2-Marguerite Smith, 3-Catherine Phelps, 4-Ed Phelps, 5-Geraldine
Phelps, 6-Marie Smith. Early 1920’s Model T Ford. Photo from front of J. P. Smith
home at 1204 Fifth Avenue, St. Joseph, Missouri, about 1921

Our final conclusions:
The identities of Jack’s mother Marguerite Smith and
his maternal aunt Marie Smith are known with certainty by
the co-author Jack Quinn.
The location of the photo was from the front of the J. P.
Smith home at 1204 5th Ave. The Smith family moved to
Sherman Ave. by Summer 1924; therefore, it follows that
the photo would have been taken prior to that date.
It is highly likely that the car belonged to Ed Phelps,
boyfriend of Marie Smith; and that Ed was waving from
inside the car. We concluded that the girl on the left fender
was Catherine Phelps, high school friend of Marguerite
Smith, and sister of Ed Phelps; and that the girl leaning on
the hood of the car was Geraldine Phelps, sister of Ed and
Catherine Phelps.
Based on the known life-long close relationship between Jack’s mother and her nephew Don Rush the proximity of the Rush home to the Smith home, and the distinctive hair style of the child, we concluded that the young
boy was Don Rush. Given that Don Rush was born in
1918, and that the child in the photo appears to have been
about three years old, we concluded that the year of the
photo was about 1921.
Our conclusions were dependent in large part on the
permanent presence of the house in the background. So if
you have a mystery photo, do a background check. The
home you find there could be yours.


Nell Smith, Ed Phelps, Marie Smith at the Smith home on Fifth
Avenue in St. Joseph, Missouri about 1918
Ted “T.J.”
Thedinga,
Margaret
McLaughlin,
and Ed
Phelps with
his sleeves
rolled up.
The author
Jack Quinn
age 12 is sitting on the
floor. About
1940 at the
Phelps house
on N. 17th St.

St. Joseph News-Press
January 7, 1910
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French Quiz
by Pamela Dandurant Montgomery

I had to learn a tiny bit of French in order to translate
baptism and burial records from the Cahokia, IL Holy
Family Parish. Here is a little quiz. Your tools are the
French numbers 1 through 100, and the months of the
year. The document you will translate is the baptism record of Lucille Emilie Dandurant. Stumped? Try this
website: https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/
French_Wordlist#N The translation (which is not guaranteed 100% correct) can be found on page 44.
0 ...... zéro
1 ...... un
2 ...... deux
3 ...... trois
4 ...... quatre
5 ...... cinq
6 ...... six
7 ...... sept
8 ...... huit
9 ...... neuf
10 .... dix
11 .... onze
12 .... douze
13 .... treize
14 .... quatorze
15 .... quinze
16 .... seize
17 .... dix-sept
18 .... dix-huit
19 .... dix-neuf
20 .... vingt
21 .... vingt et un

22..... vingt-deux
23..... vingt-trois
24..... vingt-quatre
25..... vingt-cinq
26..... vingt-six
27..... vingt-sept
28..... vingt-huit
29..... vingt-neuf
30..... trente
31..... Trente et un
32..... Trente-deux
33..... Trente-trois
34..... Trente-quatre
35..... Trente-cinq
36..... Trente-six
37..... Trente-sept
38..... Trente-huit
39..... Trente-neuf
40..... quarante
41..... quarante et un
42..... quarante-deux
43..... quarante-trois
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44 ..... quarante-quatre
45 ..... quarante-cinq
46 ..... quarante-six
47 ..... quarante-sept
48 ..... quarante-huit
49 ..... quarante-neuf
50 ..... cinquante
51 ..... cinquante et un
52 ..... cinquante-deux
53 ..... cinquante-trois
54 ..... cinquante-quatre
55 ..... cinquante-cinq
56 ..... cinquante-six
57 ..... cinquante-sept
58 ..... cinquante-huit
59 ..... cinquante-neuf
60 ..... soixante
61 ..... soixante et un
62 ..... soixante-deux
63 ..... soixante-trois
64 ..... soixante-quatre
65 ..... soixante-cinq
66 ..... soixante-six
67 ..... soixante-sept
68 ..... soixante-huit
69 ..... soixante-neuf
70 ..... soixante-dix
71 ..... soixante-et-onze
72 ..... soixante-douze
73 ..... soixante-treize
74 ..... soixante-quatorze
75 ..... soixante-quinze
76 ..... soixante-seize
77 ..... soixante-dix-sept
78 ..... soixante-dix-huit
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79 ..... soixante-dix-neuf
80 ..... quatre-vingts
81 ..... quatre-vingt-un
82 ..... quatre-vingt-deux
83 ..... quatre-vingt-trois
84 ..... quatre-vingt-quatre
85 ..... quatre-vingt-cinq
86 ..... quatre-vingt-six
87 ..... quatre-vingt-sept
88 ..... quatre-vingt-huit
89 ..... quatre-vingt-neuf
90 ..... quatre-vingt-dix
91 ..... quatre-vingt-onze
92 ..... quatre-vingt-douze
93 ..... quatre-vingt-treize
94 ..... quatre-vingt-quatorze
95 ..... quatre-vingt-quinze
96 ..... quatre-vingt-seize
97 ..... quatre-vingt-dix-sept
98 ..... quatre-vingt-dix-huit
99 ..... quatre-vingt-dix-neuf
100 ... cent
January ......... janvier
February ....... février
March ........... mars
April ............. avril
May .............. mai
June .............. juin
July ............... juillet
August .......... août
September .... septembre
October ........ octobre
November .... novembre
December ..... décembre
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Century Farms: History of the Stephens Farm
by Linda Stephens

Our farm in Hemple, Missouri, Clinton County, like
many other farms, was part of the vast Louisiana Purchase,
a 530 million acre tract of land reaching from the Gulf of
Mexico to the Canadian border that was bought from
France in 1803.
From there, the land records show that on June 22,
1852, the United States government sold 79.30 acres to
Robert H. Saunders. The United States and the State of
Missouri owned a parcel of 39.92 acres, which was sold to
Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad on November 23, 1857.
The Railroad sold the 39.92 acres to Calvin Divelbiss on
February 19, 1884.
Conrad N. Keller and his wife Marilda Holmes purchased 80.81 acres on February 23, 1886. In 1891 the land
transferred to their son William M. Keller, who sold it on
Sept 11, 1909 to William R. Hunt. Additionally, William
Hunt purchased the 39.92 acre parcel from an unknown
party, resulting in a 120-acre parcel in his ownership.
James T. Davis and his wife Lulu Stephens purchased the
120 acres, with final papers filed on July 7, 1914.
Following the death of William Keller’s wife Jessie in
September 1927, Earl Stephens and his children Melvin
E., Louise, and Jesse V. came to live with his sister Lulu
Stephens and her husband James Davis in the current
home. During this time 40 acres were sold off to Charlie
Cook.
On January 12, 1952 Jesse V. Stephens and his wife
Mary Reed purchased Melvin and Louise’s share of the
farm. Engaged in farming at an early age, raising cattle,
hogs and sheep, Jesse Stephens continued to plant and

60th Wedding Anniversary
Mary Reed Stephens and Victor Jesse Stephens

grow various crops, originally working the ground with
horses. Jesse and Mary lived on the 80 acres their entire
married life of 62 years until his death on February 6,
2010.
And it is our good fortune to celebrate with all our
friends and family the farm’s centennial year!

Stephens Farm
Centennial Celebration
The year 2014 was a milestone year for the Stephens
family. The Stephens Farm celebrated it centennial
year. Family, friends, food, live music from the Missouri
Rebels, horseshoe games, a balloon
release and more memories in the
making made for a wonderful
day! Some members of the Missouri
Rebels are cousins, so they performed for the celebration on their
ancestral farm.
Mary Stephens and her two
daughters (Vickie White of Port Orchard, WA and Valerie Bruns of
Waukee, IA) had been working on
celebration plans for quite some
time. Food, decorations, tables and
chairs, trash receptacles and of course
Johnny-on-the-Spot accommodations
were all necessities for the day! Invitations were sent to out-of-town
friends and relatives. The guest book
at the end of the day indicated that
200+ people had joined the celebration.
A notice of the Stephens Farm

James Davis and Lulu Stephens Davis
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL
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celebration was published in the St. Joseph New-Press on
June 22, 2014.
The farm actually did not turn 100 years until July 7,
2014; but Mary and her family made arrangements with
the University of Missouri Extension office to obtain the
Century Farm sign a little early, in time for the celebration and to coincide with the birth date of Mary’s late
husband Jesse Victor Stephens. The celebration was
held at the farm on Saturday, June 28, 2014.
A segment about the farm’s celebration was featured
on the KQ-2 news with Mary Stephens speaking live.
The Stephens Farm was
officially recognized and presented with its Century Farm
sign on August 25, 2014 at the
Missouri Extension’s annual
dinner. Mary’s daughters were
unable to attend the recognition
dinner so my husband Brad and
I accompanied Mary. Brad’s
father Elbert Eugene Stephens
Above left: The Stephens Farm
farmhouse
Above right: Centennial Celebration begins at the road.
Middle right: Bradley Stephens
and Mary Reed Stephens, cousins.
Mary watches the celebration of
her Century Farm.
(Continued on page 12)
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Attending the Centennial Celebration: 1 - Derek Woods, 2 - Jessica White Woods, 3 - Kevin White, 4 - Luke Helm, 5 - Bryan
Schumacker, 6 - Richard Bruns, 7 - Lewis Christopher Helm, 8 - Vickie Stephens White, 9 - Kimberly Dunn, 10 - Heather
Helm Schumacker, 11 - Madison Schumacker, 12 - Mary Reed Stephens, 13 - Valerie Stephens Bruns, 14 - Lainey Schwartz, 15 Jocelyn Woods, 16 - Scout Helm
(Century continued from page 11)

and Mary’s late husband Jesse Victor Stephens
are cousins. “Gene” and “JV”’s fathers were
brothers.
Mary and her late husband had two daughters, Vickie and Valerie, and lived on the farm
their entire married life of 62 years. Crops are
still grown on the farm and Mary continues to
make it her home.
Mary and her family are very dear to our
hearts and we enjoy visiting Mary on the farm
and learning family history. Mary has kept a
journal for many years and has also compiled a
collection of memories and short stories of the
life of her husband. Both will serve as great
tools for future genealogists!

Bradley and Linda Stephens
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Beginner’s Luck
by Joyce Manley

For a beginning genealogist, I
am amazed at how
much my husband
and I have learned
about his greatgrandparents in a
short time; a year
ago, we did not
even know their
names. We found
their names listed
as the parents on
his grandfather’s
death certificate.
It also listed his grandfather’s place of birth as Nebraska.
Once we knew their names, we found both greatgrandparents (Abraham, sometimes spelled Abram) F.
Manley and Naomi Clark Manley on FindAGrave. Both
had lived a long life with no other marriages and were buried together. A FindAGrave contributor posted a short biographical excerpt from Andreas’ History of the State of
Nebraska, by William Cutler, where Abraham’s surname
is spelled Manly; the excerpt included a list of their children, where my husband’s grandfather was listed, confirming we were on the right trail.
Great-grandfather Abraham Manley’s detailed biography was published in the book Portrait and Biographical
Album of Johnson and Pawnee Counties, Nebraska. A
treasure trove of ancestry details, the biography chronicles
the family history back another four generations to the arrival of my husband’s 5x great-grandfather, with rich details
about both the male and female sides of the family, including their participation in the American Revolution.
The Portrait biography shows that Abraham Manley
arrived in Pawnee County August of 1866. His first order
of business was “to erect a shelter in the shape of a log
house. In the meantime they slept under the canvas of the
covered wagon.” We can’t even imagine what that first

winter must have been like, not having much time to prepare for it. The biographer also discussed Abraham’s service to his country in the Civil War and listed his unit,
Company G, 83rd Indiana Infantry; during his service, he
fought in the battles surrounding the Siege of Vicksburg,
where 10,142 Union and 9,091 Confederate soldiers were
killed between March 29 to July 9, 1862. I guess compared to conditions during the Civil War, their first winter
in Nebraska wouldn’t seem so bad after all.
Abraham Manley and Naomi Clark Manley came to
Nebraska from Indiana and acquired 160 acres under the
Homestead Acts. From the Nebraska Homestead Records,
we learned that they made settlement on the land the 15th
day of March, 1867 and had built a house of logs one story
high, 14 x 19 feet in size, with one door and one window
and a completed board roof. Sixty-five acres were cultivated. They had also built a stable and a granary, and set
out 1,000 forest trees and 50 fruit trees. All of these improvements were completed by September 25, 1873. At
the time, Abraham and Naomi had four children.
We also gained some insight from a Federal Census
Non-population schedule, 1850-1880. Not all states were
(Beginner’s continued on page 14)

What is a Non-Population Schedule?
FamilySearch.org: “The counting of people in the census which we use to locate families is called the Population Schedule. Additional schedules were used to identify
and quantify resources and needs. These schedules are
called Non-Population schedules. Agriculture, mortality,
and social statistics schedules are available for the census
years of 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880. Manufacturing
schedules are available for 1820, 1850, 1860, 1870, and
1880. They are arranged by state, then by county, and
then by political subdivision (township, city, etc.) “
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

The beginning of Abraham F. Manley’s two-page biographical
portrait in Portrait and Biographical Album of Johnson and
Pawnee Counties, Nebraska
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included in this agricultural schedule,
but Nebraska was. By September of
1870, 45 acres of the Manley farm
had been improved, and its value was
reported as approximately $2,000.
Abraham had paid $30 in wages for
the property, including value of
board. He had one milk cow and two
working oxen, and produced 875
bushels of spring wheat, 300 bushels
of Indian corn, 80 bushels of Irish
potatoes, 10 tons of hay and 33 gallons of molasses. A number of the
names in this census were familiar to
me. His neighbors were some of his
relatives, including Naomi’s parents,
my husband’s great-greatgrandparents, Thomas and
Jane Clark who moved to Nebraska from Ripley County,
Indiana shortly after the
Manleys’ arrival.
We completed the necessary
paperwork for the National Archives in Washington, D.C. for
any Civil War pension records,
receiving over 100 pages back. To
date, we have not found a picture of
this family, but have a physical description of great-grandfather Abraham Manley from the Civil War records. According to these records
they eventually sold the farm for
about $5,000 when Abraham Manley’s health deteriorated and he was
unable to continue working the farm.
The biographical sketch recorded
that he had donated part of his land
for a cemetery, the Mission Creek
Cemetery, where Naomi’s parents

Thomas and Jane Clark and other
family members are buried. Still in
use, Mission Creek Cemetery, once
part of the Manley family homestead, contains 536 graves of their
friends, neighbors, and descendants.
We went there to pay our respects
and stand on the land that once belonged to my husband’s greatgrandparents, wondering how much
it had changed.
I am so grateful for the resources
that we have available to us and the
records that were kept so that I can
paint a picture in my mind of their
home sweet home.


Although the Manleys donated many acres of
their land to become Mission Creek Cemetery,
they are buried in the Liberty Cemetery in
Liberty, Nebraska.

Name Spellings
by Pamela Dandurant Montgomery

The Manley marriage license
spells his given name Abram, as do
Civil War Pension records, the homestead records, and his headstone. The
U.S. census and his son’s death certificate record it as Abraham, as does
the county history.
Chances are it was Abraham, abbreviated to Abram. The website
professionalfamilytrees.com devotes
a page to name abbreviations, and it
shows that Abram was a common

abbreviation used for Abraham. If
your tree is plagued with spelling variety, try this site: http://
professionalfamilytrees.weebly.com/
name-abbreviations--alternatespellings.html.
Alert: abbreviated names rarely
end in a period. Case in point, this
abbreviation of Frederick W. Smith’s
name in Daily News History of Buchanan County and St. Joseph, MO,
1898
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County and Local Histories
by Pamela Dandurant Montgomery

Joyce Manley’s story beginning
on page 13 demonstrates the genealogical value of county histories. In
the mid- to late 19th Century, many
counties began publishing their settlement histories, and the most comprehensive site I’ve found to search for
one in any state is this: http://
www.learnwebskills.com/family/
countyhistories1.htm.
Not only can you find detailed
biographies and genealogies in
these histories, as Joyce Manley
did, but you might even get lucky
enough to find a picture of your
ancestor, like the one shown here
of Chester A. Arthur from the
1892 Portrait and Biographical
Record of St. Clair County, Illinois.

Some counties published multiple
histories, which you can find on this
site. For example, within a time span
of only 35 years, Buchanan County
accumulated five histories. You can
search these online histories by names
and other keywords. The search function on each site where the histories
are stored works a little differently,
but all show the original text and allow you to
download the entire
publication in various formats.
You might think
your family was not
prominent enough
to be featured in a
county history, but
that depends en-
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Many real estate agents advertised in the
Doniphan County 1868 History. This
agent’s charges are “modest.” Frank
M. Tracy claims that his are “not exorbitant.”

tirely on the size of the community
they lived in. My great-greatgrandfather Hamilton King was just a
blacksmith, not a doctor or mayor or
religious leader, but he settled in
Agency, Missouri, a tiny little river
village, and his biography appears in
the 1881 Buchanan County History.
Unfortunately, no picture of him was
published, and I have not yet found
one anywhere.
Sometimes you might even find
quaint paintings of family farms, like
these portraits of the Farley and
Aleer farms in the 1889 Otoe and
Cass Counties, Nebraska History.
One of the earliest county histories is that of the History and Directory of Doniphan County, Kansas,
1868. It also contains information
about St. Joseph and its citizens and
businesses in ads written in the colorful language of the day; you may find
your ancestor in one of these ads. In
this history, you can also find the
names of the District Court judges
and their salaries, and a long list of
citizens who served in the Civil War
military, with a list of the dead, and
when and where they died. For a
glimpse of the radical political views
of the day, complete with threat of
“another rebellion,” treat yourself to a
look at page 337, an ad placed by the
Daily Vindicator, a St. Joseph publication.
Wherever your ancestors called
home, a county history probably exists. Like modern day ruby slippers,
these histories can point you toward
home.
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A Different Kind of House
by Peggy Martin

The facts about the early history presented below are a
brief synopsis of both the 1881 History of Buchanan
County, and the 1904 History of Buchanan County and the
City of St. Joseph by Christopher Rutt. Other resources
for information include Buchanan County Court Records
and Minutes Books, as well at the Saint Joseph NewsPress. The headliner below in quotes is from the
poem Colossus by Emma Lazarus.

St. Joseph Homes
In St. Joseph, when we think of historical houses, it is
very common to think of all the grand mansions built during the golden era of St. Joseph’s history in the last quarter
of the 19th century. Many of these Victorian style mansions
and elegant houses grace the designated historic districts
such as Hall Street, Robidoux Hill, Museum Hill, Cathedral Hill, Harris-Kemper and Krug Park Place. These
houses were built by wealthy businessmen for their families as a “statement” to the community about the success
and the financial power of their owners. It was important
in those days, and remains so now, to display one’s wealth
in the form of large, extravagant, opulent houses designed
for the owners by specially chosen architects of the day for
everyone to see and to admire. It was about image and
appearances.
The glorious houses that were built by these wealthy
families are truly wonderful examples of the architecture of
the day, and are certainly a tribute to the owners and builders with the craftsmanship and style of a bygone era. They
are a clear reminder to us that St. Joseph was once a very
grand and upcoming city with a great deal of wealth per
capita. The city leaders and businessmen had dreams of an
even more important future. It has been said that St. Joseph has some of the largest numbers, and some of the finest examples of Victorian homes in the Midwest, something to be proud of.
While St. Joseph’s grand historical houses and the
wealthy businessmen and their families who owned them
are an historical treasure, this story of homes has a significant flip side. I would like to share some thoughts and
some information about a different kind of house that was
also part of St. Joseph and Buchanan County’s history. This was a house for individuals far less fortunate
than those whose names appear in the history books.

“Give me your tired, your poor,
your huddled masses....”
Since the beginnings of society, wealth was confined to
only a few, usually as a factor of birthright or marriage. Only in the United States were wealth and position
attainable by the person himself, without benefit of ancestry, but through land ownership, hard work, shrewd busiNorthwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

ness deals, timing, and sometimes luck. Nevertheless, until
the Industrial Revolution and the early part of the 20th century, only a very small percentage of the population ever
attained true wealth. The remainder of the populace consisted of hard working people, existing on low wages, trying to earn a living for their families, and sometimes just
trying to survive. These people were not destined for flamboyant lifestyles, society page entries, or fancy houses.
The United States has always been the country where
people came to find a better life. They came to Buchanan
County, Missouri and the surrounding counties, just as they
did to other parts of the newly developing western part of
the USA. They came as immigrants from Europe without
money or education, and having no skills except that of the
common laborer. What they brought with them, however,
were the hopes and dreams of a better life. Some, though
not recent immigrants, were pioneers and settlers who had
moved here from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky
and other points farther to the East, leaving everything behind in search of land and opportunity. Some of these immigrants succeeded; others did not. Some of the pioneers
and settlers made a go of their new land. Some were not
able to meet the challenges and difficulties of farming in
the Midwest, and went back to where they had come
from. Sadly and tragically, still others wound up in dire
financial straits and unable to move from the area.
A woman with young children was at an especially high
economic risk. She was usually entirely dependent on her
husband, and if something happened to him, she may have
nowhere to go, and few opportunities to support herself.
This was even more true if she had immigrated to this
country or had moved here from a state farther to the east,
since she would have had no relatives close by to help her,
and nothing to fall back on. For a woman, available jobs
included housekeeping, laundry, ironing and cooking, IF
she could find the work. Even so, a woman’s wages were
so low that if a woman was left to fend for herself, the poverty quickly became overwhelming. Without a source of
income she would have no way to provide the basics of
food, shelter and clothes for herself and her children.
Actually, even if her husband was still living in the
house, but he was ill or injured and could not work, the
outcome was still the same as if he were gone. Loss of the
primary breadwinner almost always resulted in financial
disaster leaving families without a way to survive. Soon,
these folks were without shelter, food, and the basic necessities and often became homeless, designated “paupers,” a
humiliating and a derogatory label. Because “pauperism”
was seen as a societal evil and a disgrace, paupers were
looked down upon and rejected by a portion of genteel society. The paupers themselves felt a sense of shame and
despair, even though in many cases their poverty occurred
through no fault of their own. For many an immigrant or
(Different continued on page 17)
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settler, becoming a pauper meant the hope they may have
once had for a better life was gone.
Even those who were better off knew they might find
themselves in such financial straits due to the harsh circumstance of life in those days. Though no one wanted to
admit it, becoming a pauper was an ever-present fear for
all; therefore, most people were not without compassion.
As far back as Biblical times, a mandate to give alms to the
poor was woven into the moral conscience of society.
From the beginning of our own country, Americans have
felt a sense of obligation and responsibility to help the
downtrodden. Even local governments exercised a compassionate response, and provisions were made to help
those who had fallen on hard times.
Buchanan County, Missouri, as well as all other states
and counties within the United States, began putting laws
and contingency plans in place to deal with the needs of
pauperism, as it was called. Pauper laws had actually been
in place in the Eastern states since colonial days. Though
some people saw pauperism as a moral failing and a disgrace, poverty was not uncommon. Aging, disease, injury,
unemployment, mental illness, alcoholism, death of a
spouse all played a role in creating the problem of poverty
and pauperism. As people moved west, they were not exempt from struggles and failings. Life was simply not
easy.

The Poor Farm
As early as 1850, Buchanan County made provisions for
those who were impoverished. Paupers had to present
themselves to the Buchanan County Court for assistance as
a “poor person.” The Buchanan County Court Judges were
officials elected to run the county and not actually legal
professionals, and by the 1980’s were called County Commissioners. If, based on the pauper’s own appeal, the
County Judges deemed that the individual was indeed a
resident of the county and not transient, and if he or she
had no home or place to go, and was therefore unable to
provide the basic necessities, the court would then grant an
order that they be sent to the Poor Farm or the Poor House.
This was indeed a Different Kind of House – one that nobody really wanted to live in. It was both a blessing and a
curse, since it provided shelter and food for the needy, but
it was not the home that settlers had dreamed of.
Initially, the Poor Houses and Poor Farms in Buchanan
County had many different locations. Beginning in 1850,
Buchanan County’s paupers were sent to a private farm
owned by Elias Richardson near the One Hundred and
Two River. Mr. Richardson was reimbursed by the
county for what was considered a “reasonable compensation” from $1 to $5 per month, per person for boarding and
caring for the paupers. The county paid for food, clothing,
and medical care. The paupers were expected to work on
the farm as farm hands and household help, and they had
very few privileges. Richardson contracted with the
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

county court to keep the paupers, and this contract stayed
in place for two years.
Then, in 1852, Cornelius Roberts, a Judge on the Buchanan County Court, made a bid to the court to keep paupers on his own farm in Bloomington Township. He was
the low bidder and accepted a contract for $80 per year per
person. Paupers were then sent to live on his farm with the
county again paying for clothing and medical expenses.
The same rules as listed above applied and the paupers
were to help with the farming or household. Roberts
housed the paupers on his farm for five years.
Then, in 1857, Buchanan County purchased a farm from
Leroy Bean, two miles southwest of Sparta. Paupers were
sent to live on this farm with the same conditions as before. They were required to work to earn their keep and
were provided food, shelter, clothing and medical care. On
this farm south of Sparta, the paupers lived under the care
of a series of Superintendents who received compensation
for the use of the farm, and who were paid $75 to $80 per
year for each pauper under their supervision. This Poor
Farm operated until 1868, when the Poor Farm land was
purchased from Buchanan County by Mr. Ischam Wood to
use as his own private farm. The group of paupers who had
been living on the farm was then sent to live within the city
limits of St. Joseph under the care of Dr. William Bertram, who had been appointed by the County Court as superintendent of the poor and county physician. The location of the Poor House within the city limits of St. Joseph is unknown, but from 1868 to 1871 the paupers were
supervised and attended by Dr. William Bertram.

Buchanan County Poor House
and Farm Permanent Location
In 1871, Buchanan County purchased about 180 acres of
land, complete with a large frame house, from Matilda and
Martin Hughes who sold the land specifically to be used to
care for the poor. The land was about three miles northeast
of the city of St. Joseph. That land became the final location for the County Poor Farm and Poor House. Initially,
the big frame house was home to the paupers as well as the
Superintendent and his wife, a cook, and other help. In
1873, another frame house was erected on the same prop(Different continued on page 18)
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erty to house the insane poor of the county. They were
kept in these quarters separate from the other paupers.
This building was to be only temporary quarters until the
State of Missouri built the new State Asylum #2 for the
Insane on Frederick Avenue, which was completed in
1874. It was determined that the State Asylum #2 would
house the “curable” insane of Buchanan County (as well
inmates from other counties since it was a state institution)
and the Poor House location would be reserved for the
“incurable insane.”

A Temporary Asylum is Added
In 1880-1881, due to the overcrowding of all the living
quarters at the Poor Farm , and at the recommendation of
Dr. France, the County Physician, another new structure
was built on the property to house the Buchanan County
paupers and the insane. The new building, a large and imposing brick and stone structure, almost prison-like, held
150 inmates, as they were called, and was outfitted with
what was then modern equipment. Paupers – the elderly as
well as the young (children and babies), the sick and crippled, the mentally ill, as well as those suffering from alcoholism – all eventually shared this same building. Blacks
and whites also shared living spaces which would have
been unusual at that time in history. The mentally ill were

Stevenson
Family
Pharmacy
24-Hour
Emergency
Rx Service
Phone (816) 238-2424
Fax (816) 238-6717
Monday thru Friday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
6201 King Hill Avenue
St. Joseph, MO 64504

confined to a certain area, while other inmates worked on
the farm and had more freedom to move about.
The County Poor Farm/Asylum was a working farm
complete with livestock, and had agricultural implements
to maintain a grain operation. The inmates worked the
farm as they could, planting crops and caring for a vegetable garden, and took care of the chores in the house if they
were able. The Poor Farm and Asylum, as it was now
called, was supervised by a series of Superintendents and
their wives, called matrons, who lived in the large frame
house original to the property. Hired hands lived on the
farm as well as a cook and cook’s helper for the entire operation. All of these individuals were employees of Buchanan County and were appointed by the County Judges.
The County covered all the operational costs of the house
and farm, and provided funds for food, clothing and medical care of the inmates as it had done since the very beginning of its care of the paupers.
Although the Poor House and Asylum building was
large, its rooms for inmates were small. The men were
housed on a hall separate from the women. The mentally
ill inmates sometimes mingled with the other inmates
unless they were dangerous, and if so, they lived in a specially designed, locked area. If a family of paupers came
there to stay, they all lived in one small room of about 8
feet by 10 feet. Food, shelter, and clothing were provided
for everyone. The rules were fairly strict within the facility, the goal being to discourage “pauperism” and laziness,
and to discourage living in at the Poor Farm as a desirable
goal. Yet, many stayed there until they died. Funerals and
burials were carried out routinely at the Poor House and
Asylum and Poor Farm, but the exact locations of the
cemeteries for these residents is not certain.
By 1919, the old 1881 building was nearing 40 years
old. It had become overcrowded, outdated, and was no
longer considered safe. Elderly people were housed in the
attic and the basement, and in the event of fire, the structure would be dangerous. The times and attitudes had
changed since the building of the Poor House and Asylum
in1881, and members of the St. Joseph community pushed
to erect a new building to provide better and more humane
care for those needing to live at the County Farm. The
Poor House and Asylum had once been a state of the art
building in its time, and had been a necessary place for the
poor, the sick, the infirm, the mentally ill and elderly to
live. But times had changed and the community of St. Joseph was able to foresee an ever increasing need for improvement in the care that the Poor Farm provided.
After a special tax was approved by St. Joseph and Buchanan County residents, a bigger and better edifice was
constructed on the same farmland in 1919-1920. It is the
one building that still stands on this site today. This new
structure would hold 200 patients, and would have all the
latest equipment, along with electricity, steam heat, and a
larger allotment for a kitchen and dining area. It was also
to be fireproof – made of brick and concrete. The building
(Different continued on page 19)
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was spacious, and had a grand front entrance in keeping
with an effort to minimize the institutional look, and to
make life better for the poor and the elderly by providing
them a nicer, more pleasant place to live. The name was
now to be the Buchanan County Infirmary and Farm in an
attempt to move slightly away from the stigma of the Poor
House. The new focus was to be on the poor and infirm
elderly, along with the chronically mentally ill.
Once again, a series of superintendents served through
the following years, appointed by the Buchanan County
Court Judges. The farm itself was still active and consisted
of a dairy, as well a grain operation. A staff of employees
took care of the property, cooked the meals, and cared for
the inmates. During the Great Depression in the 1930’s,
when poverty was extensive, the Buchanan County Farm
and Infirmary was used to care for the sick, the indigent,
and the elderly in the county, citizens struck hard by the
brutal economic times. Buchanan County allocated funds
for the Infirmary in the yearly and monthly County budgets, and paid for all the care, clothing, food, and medicine
as needed for the residents, now called patients rather than
inmates.

Green Acres is Born and Thrives
As the years went by, it became more and more costly to
provide for the increasing needs and care of the patients as
well as the maintenance of the building. Like any structure, the building needed upkeep, and roofing, heating and
plumbing expenses mounted up. In 1952, after yet another
thirty years of operating the Infirmary and the County
Farm, the costs were an increasing burden on Buchanan
County. The Buchanan County Court Records of that year
clearly show that larger and larger amounts of money were
going toward the Infirmary budget. The costs of building
maintenance were rising and the costs of patient care
would only continue to grow.
One article in the St. Joseph News Press in 1953, indicates that in 1952 the continuation of the Infirmary may
have been in doubt. At some point, the County Court decided to work with a group of community leaders which
had formed specifically to improve the care of patients living at the Infirmary. An agreement was eventually worked
out between this community group and Buchanan County
Court. It was decided that Buchanan County would retain
ownership of the building, and provide for maintenance of
the building, but the building itself would be leased to the
group for $1.00 per year to use as a residential nursing care
facility for the elderly. This group would then work out a
fee schedule to charge each person to live at the home.
That fee would then provide for the daily operational costs.
The Community Group would develop a Board of Directors to oversee the facility and provide accountability. This
Board would do the hiring of staff and make major policy
decisions, and the staff hired by the Board would make all

Information Needed
by Peggy Martin
I am in the process of writing a book about the history of the Buchanan County Poor House, also called
the Poor Farm or the County Farm. In the process, I
have been researching as many available records and
as much information as possible to present a comprehensive overview of Buchanan County’s care of the
poor, going back to the formation of the county in
1838. It is a historical look at the attempts of Buchanan County to meet the needs of “poor persons” –
those less fortunate, and those whose age, mental
status and/or illness prevented them from being able
to provide for themselves.
I have not found any information as to the type of
house or living quarters of the paupers on any of these
farms, nor the location of the poor house within St.
Joseph city limits. If anyone has an ancestor who
owned one of these farms, or has a picture of the land,
or an ancestor who was involved in the care of the
paupers, I would be interested in any information that
you might have. I would love to talk with you. The
living quarters are especially of interest.
If you have any information about any of the poor
farm locations I have mentioned in this story, I would
love to talk to you. Pictures of the first farmhouse in
1871, still standing until the 1930’s, pictures of the
Poor House Asylum building erected in 1881, or any
stories and pictures of the early days and people at the
Infirmary would be greatly appreciated. I would like
to use pictures in the book. Any pictures at all would
be so helpful. I would be happy to scan and make
copies of your pictures and return your originals.
Also, if you have a parent or grandparent who was
involved, or had knowledge about the formation of
Green Acres, and kept any records or notes, and they
would be willing to share that with me, I would love
to talk to them. Many of those individuals may no
longer be living, but if you happen to remember talking to them about Green Acres, any information
would be helpful. For example: How and why did
the Green Acres idea get started? Who was in the
initial group? Who was on the
first Board of Directors? Who
were the early Administrators
of Green Acres? These and so
many more questions are as yet
left unanswered.
I need your help to make
this project complete. Contact
me through the Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society or
at peggylynnmartin@gmail.com.
Thank you.

(Different continued on page 20)
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daily decisions. The community group became known as
the Green Acres Board, and would rename the infirmary
and grounds Green Acres.
In 1953, Green Acres was born. It was to be an ambulatory nursing home and residence for the poor elderly, arising out of the old Buchanan County Infirmary. Most of the
old dilapidated out-buildings were torn down, but a farm
would continue to operate on the property until the late
1950’s and early 1960’s. The interior of Green Acres was
newly remodeled, modernized, refurbished and redecorated. The facility charged residents based on a fee schedule which factored in their ability to pay. It also supplemented the cost of care with Social Security, and later
Medicare and Medicaid as those programs came into existence. Green Acres provided professional nursing care for
the residents and provided them a “home sweet home.”
Green Acres provided activities, a beauty shop, church services, dinners together, outings, entertainment and a place
where the patient’s family members were welcome to
come and to visit. The residents were allowed to bring
their own furniture if they wanted, and the room sizes were
about 10 feet by 16 feet. The residents became friends with
each other, and developed a sense of family and a community of their own.
Green Acres continued to provide services and care until
February 27, 2002, when it was closed by the state of Missouri. At that point the Buchanan County Court rescinded
the lease of the building to the Green Acres Board.
Though the closing of Green Acres was unfortunate, the
Infirmary Building and its predecessors remain a significant part of our history. From 1871 to 1953, at which
time Green Acres was begun by a charitable Board of Directors, Buchanan County was directly responsible for
providing financial assistance, medical care, food, clothing,
and housing for the poor, the elderly, the sick, and the
mentally ill of Buchanan County, a substantial and generous effort by the local county government.
The Poor House and Poor Farm, later an Asylum, later
an Infirmary, and finally Green Acres were homes to hundreds of people over the years. The living conditions were
not always ideal, nor was it a place one where individuals
dreamed of living. But it was, in fact, a type of home to
those who lived there. The buildings on the farmland including the original farmhouse, which had been sold to
Buchanan County with the owners’ intention of using it to
care for the poor, were changed time and time again into
newer and better buildings. From 1871 to 2002, on that
location, in one building or another, a place was provided
for those needing help, representing 131 years of compassion and a continuous commitment by the people of Buchanan County to those less fortunate.
Thankfully, the old Infirmary Building still stands. It is
solid and stable and represents the quality of craftsmanship
of its builders. It was sold in 2007 to realtor Don Evans,
who, along with his financial partner Gary Swanson, both
visionaries, are doing an adaptive reuse of the building.
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

They have made the old Infirmary Building into commercial office spaces, yet have managed to preserve and maintain the integrity of the structure.
In 2008, the Infirmary Building was placed on the National Register of Historic Landmarks. Its significance lies
in its demonstration of the changing function of poor farms
during the 20th Century. Improvements are ongoing today
with an eye to the future. The Infirmary is now home to
many different businesses and offices, boasting an elegant
ballroom, dining room, and several meeting rooms. Today
it stands proudly on top of the hill on land that in 1871 was
purchased as a place for paupers. From 1871 to 2002 the
numerous “houses” built to care for the poor on the farm
located northeast of St. Joseph were beacons to those who
needed a home – even if it was a different kind of house.


St. Joseph Sunday Gazette, March 4, 1892

St. Joseph Daily Herald
February 5, 1880
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Searching: Database vs. Browsing
by Pamela Dandurant Montgomery

I have to admit, I’m a database junkie.

Once genealogical information was put into a database, I just kind of
forgot that any other way of searching existed. But sometimes the old-fashioned ways of finding our ancestors’ histories are more productive than a database or an electronic
card catalog, or any modern tool.
I have been researching the Dandurant family since I
got hooked on genealogy in the 1980’s. At that time,
browsing was the order of the day, and I spent hours, days,
and weeks hunched over a microfilm reader in the St. Joseph Public Library looking for family on the census. I did
find them, but it was backbreaking, so the minute database
searching became a reality on Ancestry.com, I abandoned
my old browsing ways, unaware that I was cutting off a
major avenue of discovery. Only recently have I rediscovered the value of browsing.
My browsing finds are always associated with frustration, when the databases are not yielding results. One of
my first and best browsing incidents was at the St. Joseph
Public Library. I had gone there to look at some newspapers for obituaries, and not finding them, I just fell into a
very old habit of running my fingers along the spines of old
books. In this way, I found a ringbinder high on a shelf,
labeled Needles Photography Studio. I took it down and
sat down with it, because I am a picture-holic. It had an
index, so I turned to
the D’s and lo and
behold, there was a
Dandurant. Flipping the page to that
photo, I found myself looking into the
face of my greatgreat-grandfather for
the very first time.
The index called him
an “unknown” Dandurant, but he was
obviously my ancestor, because beside
his name was handwritten “stonemason
on Fred. Ave.” After
having the attendant
scan the photo onto
Jean Baptiste Dandurant (John B. Danmy flash drive, I left
durant), from the Needles photography
collection.
the library glowing,
my faith in browsing
rekindled.
But it was some years later that I finally discovered
browsing on FamilySearch.org, a feature that was there all
along, and is also available on Ancestry.com: browsing by
region, “image only,” meaning that the data from these
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

images has not yet been put
into a database.
When I kept coming up
dry on FamilySearch.org
database searches, I started
looking at St. Louis area genealogical websites.
On the St. Clair
County Genealogical Society website,
I found explicit instructions on how
to search
FamilySearch.org
by browsing the
region, “image
only.” Using those
instructions, which
are no longer on
their website, I was
able to find all the original records of my family’s first appearance in North America outside of Canada, and to uncover a long history of the other side of that family.
Once I was pointed in the right direction, the path to my
family’s information was simple. I chose to search in the
US by clicking on the US map, then I chose Illinois, since

some of the database records I’d found were from there,
and then once again, I had to go to the bottom of the page,
which apparently isn’t natural for me.... There, as instructed by the St. Clair Genealogical Society, I went to the
Belleville Diocese, which I would not have known to do
without their help. From there, I went deeper and chose St.
Clair County, then Belleville, and came up dry. I backed
up and chose Cahokia, which contained only one parish,
Holy Family Parish, and there it all was.
(Searching continued on page 22)
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I started right at the top and looked at marriage records.
I had previously found a transcribed index record of the
marriage of John B. Dandurant to Sophie Demet on Ancestry.com, but had never seen the document from which
that transcription was drawn. On FamilySearch.org, I discovered that the “original” was actually only an index to
the original records, created by the 19th Century researcher
and historian Oscar Wilkes Collet. Other Cahokia records,
such as burial records, were transcribed in the 1930’s by
historians commissioned by the WPA. In Collet’s marriage index, I found not only John B. Dandurant’s marriage to Sophie Demet (variously spelled Demette and Demett, and incorrectly transcribed as Denette), but also
many members of the Demet family previously unknown
to me and ranging back to the early 1700’s; the Demet
family was apparently one of the earliest settlers of the region. Follow-up census research suggests that Sophie had
a twin brother Hyacinth, a common French man’s name,
and she apparently named her last son, my greatgrandfather, “Jesse,” after him. (The name Jesse is an
American corruption of the French pronunciation of Hyacinth.) Later, other sets of twins cropped up in the Demet/
Dandurant line.
Cahokia, near St. Louis, is the site of Upper Mississippian ancient settlements, complete with 80 mounds remaining from the original 120. The other 60 mounds were used
for fill dirt before their historical significance was understood. Original inhabitants abandoned their mound homes
sometime in the 13th Century and the area was then populated by various indigenous peoples and a few French fur
traders until 1699 when Roman Catholic priests from Canada settled the area.
The Robidoux family also has a connection to Cahokia:
Collet’s marriage index records the marriage of Joseph
Robidoux to Julie Desjarlais on October 14, 1815, but
most genealogists claim that this marriage was actually that
of Joseph’s son Pierre-Isadore Robidoux, about whom little is known. When we examine original marriage records,
tattered and stained by time, it is easy to see how such a
transcription error like this might be made, especially when
parents’ names are included.
Further browsing yielded even tastier tidbits. After
mining the marriage index, I moved on to baptisms, which

Jean Cyrille Dandurant’s Cahokia Baptism

Excerpt of the Collet’s Index of Marriages,
Holy Family Parish, Cahokia, Illinois

Joseph Robidoux, generally thought to actually be PierreIsadore Robidoux instead, in Collet’s Index of Marriages,
Holy Family, Cahokia, Illinois

were images of the original documents, not just indexes.
This is where I had to start learning French, since that was
the language of the French settlements of Cahokia and this
entire region. In Cahokia’s baptisms, I found the birth of
Jean Cyrille Dandurant, formerly known to me only as
John C. Dandurant. The oldest of Jean and Sophie’s children, he remained behind to live his entire life in St. Louis
and DeSoto when the Dandurant family moved to St. Joseph sometime before the birth of their last son Hyacinth in
1852.
In order to translate the baptism record, I downloaded a
table of French numbers, since all the numbers were written in words instead of numerals, along with a table of
French months.
Using that information, and
Googling individual words, I
read this record
as, “The 16th of
January 1840 I
the undersigned
baptized Jean
Cyrille, son of
Jean Baptiste
Dandurant (or
Dandurand)
and Sophie Demet thirteen
J. B. Dandurant signature, and evidence of
[illegible, but
the condition of the original records.
may mean the
(Continued on page 23)
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baby was 13 days old at baptism] present Godfather
[illegible] Pascal Chartran, godmother Josephine Demette represented at baptism for Josephine Laviolette,
wife of Francois Demette.” Although the document appears to be signed by Francois Demette, Sophie’s father, I
know from other documents that Francois Demette was
illiterate and signed with an X. The priest seems to have
signed for both Francois and Josephine, since the handwriting matches that of the body of the document, while Pascal
Chartran seems to have signed for himself. It is interesting to note that French records almost always show the
woman’s maiden name, not her married name, a great help
to genealogists.
Baptisms proved to be the most rewarding of all the
documents I found. From them, I learned that the new
Dandurant family had two children who died before they
were a year old, little Jean B. and Lucille.
Another extremely rewarding piece of evidence that
emerged through old-fashioned browsing was the original
marriage record of one of the Demet family. This record
shows not only what the WPA transcribers were up
against, but also the value of their work, since the original
is heavily damaged and largely illegible. It is impossible to
tell exactly who was marrying in this record, except that it
was the child of Francois Demet and Emelie Cecirre (also
spelled Cicir), who had at least ten children. But the really
interesting thing about this document is the witness signatures. This is the only image I have of the signature of my
great-great-grandfather Jean Baptiste Dandurant, and
what a distinctive one it is! It is bigger and bolder than any
other on the page, and it shows that he was literate.
Another interesting signature here is that of one of the
Jarrot family. Nicholas Jarrot was a founding father of
Cahokia, Illinois; the mansion he built around 1810 is only
one block from the Cahokia Holy Family Parish church
where the baptisms, marriages, and burials took place. Jarrot allowed Lewis and Clark to pitch their base of operations on his property on the banks of the Mississippi for
their legendary excursion into the interior. His mansion
and the Cahokia church are on the National Register of
Historic Places.
Using all the records I’ve found by browsing instead of
database searching, I have started constructing a timeline
of the Demet/Dandurant families in America. I am astonished how deep the Demet roots go. The Cahokia/St.
Louis area was definitely the Demet family home for over

Help with French Translation

200 years. The Dandurant family, however, didn’t stay
long, emigrating to St. Joseph where they made their home
for life.
And stonemason Jean Baptiste Dandurant undoubtedly
laid stone in some of our historic buildings, making homes
for generations of St. Joseph residents to come. He was a
long way from his birthplace in Quebec, Canada, in an age
when leaving home usually meant leaving loved ones behind forever. But his legacy stands all around town, maybe
even in your very own home.


St. Joseph News-Press
May 21, 1928

Rupp Funeral Home
6054 Pryor Ave.
St. Joseph, Missouri
816-238-1797
Www.ruppfuneral.com

If you are struggling with French translation of sacramental records, FamilySearch.org has a great tool at this
website:
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/
French_Wordlist#N
This is a very extensive list of words commonly used in
French documents.
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Cyrus and Pearl
by Linda Landes

My husband Lon Landes is the great-grandson of Cyrus
Kimmell and Pearl Augustine. Pearl’s father John
Augustine served as the treasurer of Andrew County (from
The History of Andrew and De Kalb Counties, Missouri:
From Earliest Time to the Present). Pearl married Cyrus
on January 25, 1907, and the newlyweds moved to Cyrus’
home in El Reno, Oklahoma.
The marriage was the third for Cyrus, who already had
two children, and was 26 years older than his bride. He
was already well established as a successful Oklahoma
businessman selling buggies, carriages and equipment in El
Reno. However, the advent of the automobile drove him
out of business.
(Cyrus continued on page 25)

The 1903 El Reno City Directory shows Cyrus Kimmell’s business partnership, Tinkelpaugh-Kimmell Co., and directly below
it, an arresting ad for automobiles, the up and coming invention
that drove him out of business in El Reno.

Cyrus and Pearl
Kimmell in front of
their home on South
Evans Avenue in El
Reno, Oklahoma
1907. The Kimmell
buggy business was
thriving at this time,
but this horse on the
lawn would soon
become a rare sight
as automobiles began to fill the streets
of El Reno.
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The Kimmell family in Parsons, Kansas, 1918
(Cyrus continued from page 24)

Between 1907 and 1918, the Kimmell family lived on
the King ranch in Texas. This is where three children were
born, Jennie (my husband’s grandmother), Helen, and
John.
The failure of his business drove Cyrus to alcohol. He
would be gone for days at a time leaving his family to fend
for themselves. At times, Pearl and the children survived
on soda crackers and water. When he did decide to go
home, he was often abusive.
In 1918, Cyrus and Pearl moved their family to Parsons,
Kansas, but in time, Pearl took the children and moved
back to St. Joseph to be near her family, taking a job as a
nurse at the state hospital. Her death certificate shows her
working there as a cook at the time of her death in 1949 at
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

age 64.
Ironically, years after their separation, Cyrus became
unable to take care of himself and ended up in the state
hospital where Pearl worked, and where he died on April 4,
1936. Pearl lived another thirteen years, dying on January
31, 1949.
Dreams of home are not always fulfilled, as many of us
can attest, and sometimes disappointments get the best of
us. But in spite of their rocky start, the Kimmell children,
Jennie, Helen, and John, all went on to lead productive
lives. Helen had one son in her California home, Jennie
married and had one son, and John married and served as
mayor of his residence town of Medical Lake, Washington
in the 1950’s, raising two sons who both served in the
military.
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Searching for Home
by Kelly Alvarado

Researching a home is a lot like researching the people
who lived and breathed life into the house where they
lived. The research brick wall may be literal and just as
hard to overcome as that ancestor who appears to have disappeared without a trace, and the reward just as sweet
when success is obtained. Many of the record groups that
help us place our ancestor in a certain location at a certain
time will provide the basic clues to the place they laid their
head each night. But then
what? If you want to know
more about the structure that
kept their secrets, you’ll have
to dig a little deeper.

Abstracts
An abstract is a record of
the property from one owner
to another going back
throughout the history of
the property. Not all properties have abstracts however, so consider yourself
lucky if you have or find
one. The abstract may list
transactions that reference
deeds, mortgages, divorces, lawsuits and
more. Almost any transaction listed on an abstract will be the result
of some other record,
so when an abstract
cannot be found, the
reconstruction of the history of a house is still
possible, albeit with more
leg work involved.

is necessary to know what system the state that you are
researching in uses, but the topic is more in-depth than we
will cover in this article.
You will also want to learn about the various types of
deeds that are used when property is sold, donated, inherited, or transferred in any way. Deeds are classified by the
grantors (sellers/from) and grantees (buyers/to) and will be
indexed accordingly. The index will refer you to a book
and page where you can find the information regarding the
transaction. Tracing the property of course means that
once you find a person selling the property
you’ll have to go back even further to find
when the purchase occurred, repeating the
process over and over until you are back to
the original owner, or your ancestor, whichever you are searching for.

Tax Records
Tax records are also useful for tracking
how long a person owned a home. It can be
(Searching continued on page 27)

Deeds
A deed to a home will
contain the legal description of the property, and
most likely a survey that
will describe the boundaries. There are two different means of measuring property: the metes
and bounds, used primarily in the eastern states,
and the rectangular, or
grid-like, system that is
used in all other states. It
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1877 Tax Book for Buchanan County. This is only the left side
of the two-page record. The original tax books are stored at the
NWMGS Library.
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little more insight into when the value
of the home increased, or decreased. If
the house increased significantly in
value at some point, then some type of
improvement most likely happened;
however, if all other houses changed
essentially the same amount, that may
represent a general tax increase. Pay
attention to the overall values in the
neighborhood, as well as the date the
taxes were paid. If you see the payment
at a date much later than the others, or
later than in years past, that could imply
a change in the family’s financial situation.

Censuses and City
Directories
Of course, censuses and city directories are the two most often used sources
to obtain an address. But be
warned! The address of a house may
have changed at some point - 229 Main
Non-city residents in the St. Joe City Directory
See the October 2013 issue of The Journal for more information on city directories.
St. in one year may have become 459
Main in the next year. Assuming that
(Searching continued from page 26)
the family moved down the street is a genealogy pittedious to look through records year after year, but well
fall. The tax records will be for the section/plot, not the
worth it, especially if a grantor and grantee index is not
address, so cross-check with tax records. If you find a
available for the years your ancestor owned a home. By
changed address, check the neighbors - surely they didn’t
gathering the information from year to year, you can gain a
(Searching continued on page 28)

1909 City Directory Street Guide
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you an idea of why the area was attractive enough to draw
a family away from their home and to a strange, new
place. If your ancestors were city dwellers, don’t forget
the Sanborn Fire Maps, which were created for insurance
purposes, but can reveal a considerable amount of detail
about a dwelling and neighborhood. (See the October
2013 issue of The Journal for a discussion of the Sanborn
Fire Maps.)
Learn about the architecture for the time frame that you
are researching as well. It is important to note what the
trends were in building materials, details, and general construction methods. Make a chart of the various eras and
locations of your research, as these details will come in
handy. If the family moved often, did their home in each
place resemble the construction of their previous home?
Knowing if they had a strong preference for a particular
style of home will be a clue in finding their next one.
Atlases, Gazetteers, and Maps
Newspaper research is a good idea as well. During the
An atlas, gazeteer or a map of the area, at the time of
period of growth for a city, the newspapers touted any new
your ancestor, would be a great find. However, it is
dwelling that was erected as proof of the great nature of the
unlikely you will find a map for every year for every locacity. It was good publicity for the city, and what made the
tion that your ancestors lived. And lucky you if you do!
city grow made the newspaper grow. Check the classified
But using a map from around the general time can provide
section for housing advertisements to get a feel for prices
a helpful glimpse. Be sure to look for maps before your
and what was available to rent. In hard economic times a
ancestors were settled in an area, and after — this may give
large home might have taken in boarders to help support
the family. In later
years the newspaper
might even provide
glimpses into the
past, recounting what
happened 50, 25, 10
and 5 years ago, so
the information you
seek on an 1890
home might not appear in a newspaper
until 1940 or later.
As late at the 1950’s,
during the post-war
boom years, newspapers had weekly feature articles on new
home styles, sometimes complete with
an architectural rendering and layout of
the home. So don’t
fall into the pitfall of
thinking that because
a house isn’t over 100
Index to Land Transfers
Note Line 4, which illustrates that the date of the instrument and the date of the filing might be many,
years old, it should be
many years apart. On Line 4, Castin transferred property to McCann in 1863, but it was not filed until
ignored!
1870. For example, if Mr. Castin wanted to move out west, he might have just signed the paperwork and
Once you’ve
handed it to Mr. McCann in 1863. Mr. McCann may never have taken the paper to the court to register
found the home, the
the transaction until he was ready to sell it, or maybe even years later, after his death, his heirs may have
search is only half
had to register it in order to sell it. These many years in gaps can lead to a researching nightmare. (Note
over. If you can, talk
that our grantor/grantee index for Buchanan County does not contain section/township/range informa(Continued from page 27)

all move down the street a few blocks. And remember, the
street itself could have been renamed; city directories often
alert readers to such changes.
To my knowledge, there isn’t any single good source
available to track such changes. A researcher would have
to use various sources to provide a conclusive answer to
the question of shifting addresses. One of these is the cross
-street index. Not all years, nor all editions, have these, but
it is extremely useful when they are available. A crossstreet index will name all streets within the city and list
each building/address in between. Comparing one year to
the next is a good way to establish when a house was built,
as well as address and street name changes that may not be
noted otherwise.

(Searching continued on page 29)

tion until later years.)
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Home Styles
St. Joseph News Press
March 25, 1951

Home Styles
St. Joseph News-Press, April 1, 1951

handy or know of them
right at the moment, but
leave your name and contact information in case
they come across a picture later. Be prepared to
share any information/
pictures that you have
about the home with the
current owners if they
seem interested. That is
their reward for opening
up to you.
Most remodeling jobs
will be done with a permit, but finding permits
for any remodels to the
house may be a long shot. It’s worth
emailing the city building department
to find out if such a record exists, at
kbarnett@ci.st-joseph.mo.us.
A quest to learn about an ancestral
home is a journey like no other. It
takes patience and time, but every
step of the way adds to your understanding of who your ancestors were
as humans, and what they went
through in their time on this planet.
It’s a story worth telling, and telling
well, with as much detail as you can
find about the places they called
home.

St. Joseph Sunday Gazette
February 17, 1892

(Searching continued from page 28)

to the current owners. Ask questions
— did they remodel? Were there any
unexpected surprises hidden in the
rafters? (be sure to keep a poker face
if they indicate they’ve discarded the
found items, though). Do they know
if the previous owners remodeled?
What do they know about the previous owners, where did they move to?
If they aren’t willing to share, and

don’t be surprised if they
aren’t, or if they just don’t
have any information, talk
to the neighbors. In every
neighborhood there is a
family that has been there
“forever” — see what they
know. Be sure to ask if
they have any pictures of
the house from long ago.
They may not have them
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Six Generations of Homesteading
By Sharon E. Cox Shutts
The little boy is Virgil Frank Barron (1896-1975). His mother
in the light dress behind him is Ida Nevada Record Barron
(1877-1970). Left of her in the dark dress with white collar is
Ida’s mother Rachel Coloma Turner Record (1861-1934), my
great-grandmother Fannie Laura Turner’s sister. On our far
right is Rachel’s mother Lucy Jane Portis Turner (1843-1905),
my maternal second great-grandmother. The older lady seated
on the left is Rachel Blevins Portis (1820-1910), Lucy’s mother
and my third great grandmother.

Rachel Blevins was my maternal third greatgrandmother, making her daughter Lucy Portis my second
great-grandmother. Rachel Blevins, Rachel’s husband
William Jefferson Portis (1813-1883), and Rachel’s parents Daniel Blevins (1794-1875) and Lucy Roberts (17981870) are all buried in Beck Cemetery in Atchison
County, Missouri, on the family farm. Since Daniel
Blevins and Lucy Roberts were born in the 1700’s, it is
possible that the family farm might have been in the family
before Jacob Glaszgen bought it in 1859, but living family
members have always believed that the first owner was
Jacob Glaszgen.
Daniel Blevins, possibly the oldest family resident of the
farm but not yet confirmed as its first owner, served in the
war of 1812 and was awarded a land grant of 160 acres for
his service in that war, so I suspect that he might have been
the first family member to own the farm where the Beck
Cemetery and family home are located. The fact that he is
buried on the property, and that he was awarded a land
(Six continued on page 31)

The family home, still
standing and occupied
by the sixth generation
of this family, in Atchison County, Missouri.
Beck Cemetery is located on this property.
Jacob Glaszgen is seated
in the big chair left of
the little girl in white
holding a doll. Seated
left of Jacob is his wife,
Drucilla Huffman
Combs Glaszgen. The
little girl with the doll is
my grandmother, Zeta
Glaskin, Jacob’s granddaughter. Zeta’s father
David Glaszgen/Glaskin
is seated right of Zeta.
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(Six continued from page 30)

grant in the area strongly suggest that
he was its homesteader.
Jacob Glaszgen was born in 1825
in Prussia, emmigrating to America
around age 25 and later marrying
Drucilla Huffman Combs, widow of
Daniel Combs, who had been kicked
in the head by a horse and died the
same year their son William Lewis
Combs (1855-1925) was born.
Jacob Glaszgen bought the 160 +
20 acre Atchison County farm in
1859. It’s not known whether the log
cabin that he lived in was originally
on the farm when he bought it or if he
built it, but the cabin burned down in
the 1860’s while he had gone into the
town of Milken (currently known as
Fairfax, MO).
After their cabin was destroyed, he
built a saltbox house for Drucilla in
1861. When Jacob and Drucilla’s son
David Glaszgen started school, his
teacher spelled his name Glaskin and
the family name was spelled Glaskin
from then on. Jacob died in 1899 in
the house he had built, without a will,
leaving his wife 50 acres of the farm.
In 1911, David Glaskin’s daughter
Zeta, my grandmother, married Ford
Franklin Burke, and in 1913 they
bought the family farm and moved
into the house with Zeta’s grand-

mother Drucilla Huffman Glaszgen,
along with the Burke’s one-year-old
son Richard. Ford’s and Zeta’s next
six children were all born in this
house. Ford and Zeta added a downstairs bedroom and an indoor bathroom, as he was a very forwardthinking man who wanted all the latest
inventions at a time when most people
still used outhouses.
Ford and Zeta’s oldest daughter
contracted polio, but survived it with
some crippling on one side of her
body that didn’t seem to slow her
down much. During her illness, she
was isolated in one of the two upstairs
bedrooms with a private nurse, and
her food and water were brought in
through a window on ropes and pulleys; waste was disposed of in the
same way, in a bucket on a rope pulley. Nobody else in the family contracted polio, and that was all before
the advent of a vaccine. If that house
could talk, it would have a lot of stories to tell.
When Ford and Zeta moved into the
town of Fairfax in 1946, their oldest
son Richard and his wife Vera Charlene moved into the house and raised
their children Gary and Jerilyn there.
I have fond memories of visiting them
there, riding horses and playing in the
creek. Gary Burke’s son Scott Burke

now lives in the house with his family, making this a six-generation
home.
The house has undergone some
renovations over the years, including
the indoor plumbing that Ford Burke
added, but the basic structure remains
as it was on the day it was built.
Jacob Glaszgen, Drucilla Huffman
Glaszgen, and Richard Burke all
died in this same house. Still in the
family through six generations, and
still alive with the noise of children,
this house is still a home.


Home Styles
St. Joseph-News Press, March 4, 1951

Call for
Submissions
To produce The Journal, we need
contributions from our membership,
submissions of any and all genealogical articles, photos, sketches,
letters, profiles, research tips, your
story of a research incident —
anything that you think will be of
interest to other genealogists.
This is the place for us all to share
what we have learned and discovered. We look forward to submissions from all nine counties in the
NWMGS community. Email submissions to
admin@nwmogenealogy.com. Mail
to P.O. Box 382, 412 Felix, St. Joseph, MO, St. Joseph MO 64502.
We can’t wait to hear from you!
St. Joseph Daily Gazette
August 22, 1868
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Grandpa Did Cross the Delaware with Washington!
by Linda Ellis Benedetti

Famous painting of Washington Crossing the Delaware
Emanuel Leutze
1851
Where’s Grandpa?

Trying to find out about ancestors
from 50 years ago may seem daunting
to some. Finding out about ancestors
from 1850 may seem impossible. Trying to link youself up to a fifth greatgrandfather who supposedly crossed
the Delaware with George Washington sounds like pure Hollywood fantasy.
But, thanks to the help I got from
my friends in Daughters of the American Revolution, Lee’s Summit, Missouri Prairie Chapter, that’s exactly
what I did.
The story of my long ago grandfather (five to be exact) was told in a
book written by some distant cousin
about 40 years ago. I read it and
thought how unlikely it was that it
was true. Like many people, I did not
pursue this implausible story at that
time. But when I started my journey
to become a member of the DAR, I
found that proof of lineage was everything, and thought, “How hard could
it be?”
My journey took me into many genealogical websites where I needed
more specific information about my
ancestors. Just for starters, I needed
birth date, birthplace, date of death

and location. Problems arose immediately.
I found a problem with the location
of death that I never anticipated. My
thoughts ran to “if a person in 1820
was born in Pennsylvania, then he or
she probably died in Pennsylvania.”
But I was wrong on so many levels.
First, many states had a state line that
fluctuated through the years. So,
someone born in Pennsylvania could
never move from that homestead and
still die in Maryland. How is this possible? Because the state line between
those two states goes through the
Cumberland Mountains and it might
change from one census to the next.
And, in my case, it did.
I was stumped several times in my
search and had to rely on experts from
the DAR to open a door for me. Then,
I trudged on and found even more interesting information. I started my
search with my own parents. This, I
reasoned, should have been the easiest
of tasks. My mother was born in Missouri n 1912; she died in Missouri n
1985. All I had to do was go to the
courthouse in Independence and get a
copy of her birth certificate and death
certificate. It took me an hour or so to
do this. My father was born in Mis-
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souri in 1910. He, however, lived in
New Jersey from 1949 until his death
in 1979. Another BUT to this story,
he died in Wilmington, Delaware.
So, instead of simply requesting a
death certificate from New Jersey I
had to deal with Delaware, where
getting a death certificate for my own
father was harder than getting a passport. I had to prove my own birth
(original birth certificate), social security number and valid driver’s license. But that was not all.
For some reason, probably identify
theft, that state made it nearly impossible to get this document. I had to
do some minor harassment to get this
document…and then it cost me
$65.00. Without it, I would not have
been able to link myself even to the
next generation above my father. It
was his line that was the link and I
had to have documented proof that I
was part of that DNA and paper trail.
My maternal grandmother was easy
to get since she died in 1958 and records fifty years back are available
online. I had to remember that even
though she was born in Missouri and
lived here her whole life, she died at
the University of Kansas medical
Center in Kansas City, Kansas.
My 2nd great-grandfather was also
relatively easy to trace as his death
certificate was also online. Birth certificates were not required until after
1900 so his birth had to be certified
some other way. Some of the records
accepted by the DAR are bible records, census records and baptismal
records.
My 3rd great-grandfather Adrian
was the first of the children to come
to Missouri; he arrived here in 1844.
The 1850 census shows he was born
in Ohio. So I was off on another
journey for records from that state.
My 4th great-grandfather, John, was
the hardest to find. He died young
and left six children as orphans as his
wife had died years before. Another
thing I learned is that obituaries are
valuable tools of discovery. They

Vol. 35

(Grandpa continued on page 33)

No. 1

Spring 2015

Page 32

(Grandpa continued from page 32)

generally list parents, place of birth, place and date of
death and any siblings. In this case it was through a sibling
that I found out that all of John’s children were given over
to John’s younger brother George and that in order to support all of these children and many of his own, he had to
sell all of his brother’s property which included 15 slaves
that were only listed as “N.G” on the census list (N.G.
means Negro Property). This was the first I had heard that
any of my ancestors had owned slaves. The sale of the
slaves enabled John to raise his brother’s children. There
was no obituary on John so I had to get help once again
from the DAR and with that assistance I found land records
that listed John and his father.
That link was the one I needed to get back to Adrian who
was the Patriot in the family. He did indeed cross the
Delaware with Washington and was with him at the surrender in Yorktown, and he was awarded a tract of land in
Maryland in those pesky Cumberland Mountains after the

St. Joseph Gazette
February 15, 1850

war.
I am Adrian’s 5th great-granddaughter and am proud to
link myself to this Patriot and to George Washington
whom he served so long and so well. When I look at my
gold framed certificate from the DAR in Washington, DC,
I think how hard it was for me to get this validation. Not
as hard as my grandfather’s struggle with the weather, lack
of food and proper clothing during the Revolutionary War,
but just as meaningful.
Many resources were used to climb this ladder to my
ancestor who was to have crossed the Delaware on that
cold Christmas so long ago. Many of those resources are
located at the public library or a local genealogical library.
Probate records, land records, military pension records can
all be found with use of a library card.
On a road trip back from New Jersey last spring we
drove through the Cumberland Mountains of Maryland and
found the town where Adrian lived after the War. Cumberland, Maryland is a sleepy little town on the very edge of
the Pennsylvania border. I can now see why that state line
changed so much through the years. He was awarded a
land grant in those very mountains and that is where many
of his descendants started their trek to a new home in Missouri.


St. Joseph News-Press
March 4, 1951

And so it has…. The wall in 2014.
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Far From Kilkenny
by Scott Doyle and Pamela Dandurant Montgomery

John B. Ryan was born
in Kilkenny, Ireland in
1840, coming to the U.S. in
1849 with his parents Michael and Mary (Brown)
Ryan. After a few years in
Philadelphia, the family
moved to a farm in Andrew
County, MO in 1858.
Military records show
that John B. Ryan became
a member of the Missouri
militia in 1862, the peak of
the Civil War. He married
Rebecca A. Lewis on
March 5, 1867 in Andrew
County, MO.
Five years later, the John
B. Ryan family appears in
the St. Joseph City Directory running their first meat
market on 6th Street. In
The Ryan Meat Market at 1701 S. 11th Street in St. Joseph, MO about 1882
1872, he bought property in
The markings on this photo were made by Agnes (Ryan) Doyle, daughter of Susan Ryan, who was born
this market district of St.
in this building. The man on the front step is John B. Ryan (d. Sept. 27, 1912, age 72). His wife ReJoseph, then in 1879, the
becca
(Lewis) Ryan is sitting in the window above him, and their children are looking out various upfamily bought the building
stairs windows .
th
at 1701 S. 11 Street,
where another meat market
later editions indicate that he continafter that. He started his restaurant
was opened.
ued to work and operate businesses
career in 1898 with J. B. Ryan’s ResIn 1888, he bought land on Fredertaurant at 426 Felix. In 1902,
ick Avenue, where he constructed
he became the proprietor of
the buildings that still stand, and
the Union Hotel at 313-315 S.
ran a meat market there, a prop6th Street in St. Joseph, later
erty that is now on the National
changing the name to Hotel
Register of Historic Places. The
Ryan.
1889 Historical and Descriptive
As the city expanded east,
Review of Saint Joseph, MO reJohn B. Ryan bought the
ports that Ryan “served two
acres surrounding his resiterms in the city council, under
dence at 2811 Mitchell Ave.
Mayors Doyle and Engleand platted it as Ryan’s Addihart.” (Mayor Doyle appears to
tion to the City of St. Joseph.
be no relation to the Ryan/Doyle
When he died in 1912, his
family.)
wife Rebecca moved into the
The Catholic Tribune, available
hotel and took over its operaon microfilm at the NWMGS
tion.
Library, elaborates on his city
John and Rebecca had four
council service, where he worked
daughters, Susan (greatto bring the first electric railway
grandmother of contributor
to St. Joseph, and helped in the
Scott Doyle), Nellie, Birdie,
effort to provide electric street
and Johanna, and a son ThoSusan Ryan Doyle is on the far left, but other identities are
lighting for the city.
mas.
The 1898 St. Joseph City Direc- unknown. They are sitting on the stoop of another Ryan enJohn’s brother was the faterprise, the Union Hotel, which Ryan took over in 1902. In
tory shows Ryan as “retired,” but
(Far continued on page 36)
1903, he changed the hotel’s name to The Ryan Hotel.
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John B. Ryan and wife Rebecca
Scott Doyle’s great-grandfather James Doyle, aunt Agatha Doyle, uncle Jimmy Doyle,
great-grandma Susan (Ryan) Doyle, and grandfather Thomas Doyle. Back row, aunt
Agnes Doyle, aunt Mary Doyle.

Picture at right, left to
right: Margaret Doyle,
the children’s aunt
Birdie (Ryan) Burke
who is holding Scott
Doyle’s grandfather
Thomas F. Doyle, Sr.,
Agnes Doyle, and Mary
Doyle.

Left: J. B. Ryan

An ad from the 1899 Saint Joseph, MO City Directory
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Your Family’s Home History at
the Missouri Department
of Natural Resources
by Pamela Dandurant Montgomery

From Historical and Descriptive Review of Saint Joseph, MO
(Far continued from page 34)

mous Judge Thomas F. Ryan who presided during the
Jesse James era. Susan Ryan Doyle’s grandson Scott
Doyle remembers his grandfather’s stories of exciting
nights at the Judge’s home: “When Judge Thomas Ryan’s
wife Elizabeth passed away, my grandfather Thomas Doyle
and other young relatives would sometimes spend the night
at the judge’s home. As any criminal court judge might, he
had reason to believe he had a few enemies. At the time
we stayed with him, the judge was aged, and very hard of
hearing. He kept a revolver with him at night and instructed my grandfather Thomas to blow a whistle the
judge had provided him if young Thomas, my grandfather,
heard anything strange.”
Another Ryan brother James settled in California where
he became a successful businessman. All the Ryans became part of the American stories of success, far from their
origins in Kilkenny, Ireland. The Ryan family home
drifted from the mists of Ireland to nestle at the foot of
Devil’s Backbone on 11th Street in St. Joseph, then became
part of the expansion of a post-Civil War city, creating new
homes for generations of St. Joseph residents to come. 

You may have a nice surprise waiting for you at Missouri’s Department of Natural Resources. This website,
http://www.dnr.mo.gov/shpo/mnrlist.htm, is where you can
find nomination forms for the National Register of Historic
Places for every county in Missouri.
The story beginning on page 34, Far from Kilkenny, is a
good illustration of what kind of detailed family history
can be gleaned from these nomination forms. The Ryan
Block nomination contains a long and detailed chronicle of
J. B. Ryan’s movements around St. Joseph, the growth of
his businesses, his place in local society, and also cites
many specific sources of additional information on the
family, quoting from his obituary and other articles in the
newspaper.
The researcher who worked on this nomination application was quite thorough; the Ryan Block form was prepared by Penelope Kress of Kress and Sons LLC, an historical preservation firm in St. Joseph, in 2012. The application includes photos, both interior and exterior, of the
building where the Ryan family lived and did business.
The family history on the form elucidates the timeline of
the Ryan family in St. Joseph.
A valuable historical book referenced in the application
is the Daily News History of Buchanan County and St. Joseph, MO, 1898, which you can find in its entirety at
https://archive.org/details/cu31924028846439.


Right: The Ryan
Meat Market
building on
Frederick Ave.
Judge Thomas
Ryan’s watch.
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The Noyes Home
by Kelly Alvarado and Jack Quinn

Home is a word that conjures up many images, as varied as the people who would try to define what it means.
Happy, enlightening, violent, sad….no matter which word
pops in your head first, the image is probably of the first
dwelling you have a vivid memory of, and for most of us
that probably includes a memory of our parent(s) as well.
However, for some that first memory of home happens to
be an orphanage.
The image most of us have of an orphanage comes to us
from stories such as Annie or Oliver Twist, complete with a
life of dirty gray surroundings, little to eat, and a slave-like
existence. And certainly enough of those institutions existed to justify the stereotype. However, a fair number of
orphanages were run by charitable institutions that did their
best to provide comfort in a pleasant, cheerful atmosphere,
like a real home. These institutions are often overlooked
and under-appreciated. One such place recently celebrated
its 120th anniversary in St. Joseph, and since literally thousands of children have passed through the doors of the
Home for Little Wanderers, it seems fitting that a brief
history be included in this edition.
While most of us learned about the Great Depression,

very few seem to know that comparable depressions occurred in both 1873 and 1893, leaving a large number of
elderly and disabled women and children desperate for the
basic necessities. The unspeakable loss of men during the
Civil War, economic pressures from railroad failures, and
large scale droughts affected people in both the city and
rural populations in 1873. However, the 1893 economic
downturn was even greater and was in fact referred to as
the Great Depression, until the events of the 1930’s overshadowed it.
But it was in this climate of despair during 1893 that the
city of St. Joseph struggled to maintain facilities for the
women and children who were without support. Social
welfare was, at the time, primarily a function of the family,
and in the absence of any family, the churches provided
what support they were able. While a few various organizations throughout the city were designated for this purpose, they were over crowded, understaffed and severely
under funded. It was in the light of these circumstances
that Charles Noyes proposed building a brand new home
which was to be expressly for the orphans of the city.
Newspaper accounts of the time recount that Mr. Noyes
(Noyes continued on page 38)

Charles Noyes and Sarepta Ward Noyes
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Early rendering of the Home for Little Wanderers
(Noyes continued from page 37)

called on the Ladies Benevolent Society, which operated a
home for the elderly and orphans, and which had itself
sprung up during the hardships of 1873, to offer to fund the
purchase of land and construction of a facility if they
would agree to operate it upon its completion.
Such a generous gift could not be turned down and a
search for the right place soon commenced. The ladies did
their due diligence and looked at various pieces of property
throughout the city, settling on one that sat high, and was
just beyond the edge of the city limits. The purchase was
completed, and design and construction work were soon
begun.
In October of 1894 the doors of The Home for Little
Wanderers were opened. Space for over 100 children was
planned for, but thankfully that many rarely ever lived inhouse at a given time. Mr. Noyes, along with his business
partner and life-long friend, Mr. Norman, funded the home
with trusts to cover the operating expenses. In the years to
come, they would also turn over the title to one of the company’s buildings to the Ladies Benevolent Society so that
they could use the earned rent as a means of furthering the
Home. The children were, by all accounts, well taken care
of. Life was much harsher then, and so nobody would presume to say the children “had it good,” but certainly better
than most orphanages in the way of creature comforts. The
Home employed its own teacher and nurse, and a physician
was also available when necessary.
The population of the Home mirrored the economic
waves over the years — in time of good fortune fewer than
20 children occupied the home, and in times of hardship
and war, the population increased accordingly. The St.
Joseph community has been supportive of the Home
throughout the many years it has resided high on the hill of
28th Street (a section of which was renamed Noyes Boulevard in 1912), overlooking much of the city to the west, as
the city grew around and engulfed it.
Mr. Noyes and Mr. Norman continued to support the
Home in little ways. While Mr. Noyes traveled often and
returned to St. Joseph every year, Mr. Norman lived in
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

town full time. Both were known to stop in and see
how things were going, and if a need was identified, it was soon filled quietly and without pretense.
Mr. Norman passed away in 1902, and Mr.
Noyes in 1912. Mrs. Sarepta Noyes, who had been
a member of the Ladies Benevolent Society, kept a
watchful eye over the Home. She also created an
endowment for the Home, that still exists to this
day, to help support the continuing operation of the
Home. At some point between her passing in 1923
and the 50th anniversary of the home in 1944, the
name was changed to the Noyes Home. Although
this is the name the public knows the institution by,
it is still technically named The Home for Little
Wanderers, the name bestowed upon it by Mr. and
Mrs. Noyes. Another Home for Little Wanderers
existed in Boston, where Mr. Noyes grew up and
later maintained a business presence. It is believed that he
was impressed by the running of that home and so used its
name when the St. Joseph facility was in the planning
stages.
Interestingly, two camps of former residents of the
Noyes Home are vehemently opposed when asked of their
personal experience. These two groups post on Facebook one extolling its virtues, one calling for its damnation. It is
hard to reconcile the hell that some recall with the respite
that others felt. But the feelings are, of course, as varied as
the thousands of individuals who have passed through her
rooms and called her home.
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Elihu Yates’ Land Registry Comes Home
by Kelly Alvarado and Monica Schirmer

Recently the NWMGS received an
interesting surprise in the mail from a
Willamette Valley Genealogical Society
in Oregon. The letter stated they were
moving and found among their files a
document that did not fit in their collection, but which they thought we might
more appreciate.
It was an amazing old land record
from 1949 from the Governor of Missouri to an Elihu Yates of Andrew
county. What a treasure to behold!
They were not quite sure how it ended
up among their collection, and it is such
a different kind of document, we weren’t
really quite sure where to put it in our
collection either. In the end, it was
framed and now hangs on the wall of the
NWMGS library for all to see and enjoy.
Knowing that our member Monica
Schirmer is related to just about everybody in Andrew county by some means
or another, I contacted her, and sure
enough Elihu is in her family tree. She
was able to provide the following details
about Elihu Yates:
Elihu Yates was born in Virginia, on
September 13, 1816, but went as a boy to
Kentucky with his parents, William and
Celia “Seeley” Yates. According to
Young’s History of Lafayette County,
Missouri, by William Young, 1910,
Elihu “became well-educated, having
studied in various schools in Virginia
and Kentucky and learned civil engineering, at which he worked successfully,
also taught school and worked at surveying.”
At the age of 21, he went to Platte
County, Missouri, and then pre-empted
160 acres in Andrew County, which he farmed until 1851.
At that point he “joined the tide of emigrants for the California gold fields.”
Elihu, a Democrat and a Mason, had married Susan
(Porter) Balleau in 1840, and they had six children. Unfortunately, twelve days after returning from the gold rush,
on June 9, 1852, Elihu died in Missouri. He left no will,
despite having a sizeable estate. His widow lived until
1877. His son, Lewis Cass Yates, was a farmer and superintendent of the Lexington Water Company in Lafayette
County.
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The Israel Hamman House
by Robin McMullen Landgren

The Miller family moved to
St. Joseph about 1855. Ellen
Helen (known in the family as
Helen) Miller was my greatgreat-grandmother. Helen’s father, my great-great-greatgrandfather Leander Miller,
owned real estate on Third Street
in Old Market Square and
Helen’s husband-to-be, Israel (I.
G.) Hamman, rented business
space from him, leading to
speculation that Israel and Helen
probably met there. Helen
Miller and Israel Hamman were
married in St. Joseph on May 22,
1862.
Helen Miller’s father Leander died in 1858 without a
Helen Miller Hamman
will. Her sister had died in
boarding school in St. Louis,
leaving Helen, her step-mother and brother Richard Ballinger Miller to
fight over the St. Joseph property, including their slaves. Richard Miller
is listed in the1860 census in Hinds County, Mississippi as a trader of
Negroes with $60,000 in real estate and $3,500 in personal property. I
can find no trace of him after that and family oral history has a story of a
brother disappearing, never to be seen again. I believe he died before
1867, leaving Helen his estate and making it possible for her to afford to
buy the St. Joseph land on which to build the Hamman house. Even
though Helen was married to I. G. Hamman, she bought the property in
her own name in 1868. That would have been unusual for a woman to
do, even for the next 100 years.
The Hamman House happened to be on the Historic Homes tour in the
fall of 2003. My mother Nancy McMullen and I missed the homes tour
that Fall, but the next summer, we were were lucky enough to visit again,
even though I live in Colorado and she lives in Los Angeles. Because we
would not be there for the Homes Tour again, we asked the owner, Ann
Sligar, if we might see the inside; she graciously showed us around.
The home had been made into a duplex in the early 1920’s, and the
renovators had divided the units at the staircase, which was removed. My family had made use of the staircase rail by having a footstool made from its wood. When
the two halves of the home were
reunited, Ann had to have a rail
specially made to replace the one
that was removed.
During restoration back to a
single family home, the Sligars
discovered the fireplace had been
covered over but was still completely intact; they have restored
it and it can now be used as it
The staircase footstool

Robin McMullen Landgren

Hamman House 1940’s

Israel (I. G.) Hamman

(Israel continued on page 41)
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was when the house was new.
Twenty-two years after it was
bought from the government as a
homestead by her father William T.
Harris, Margaret F. Harris, for
whose family the Harris Addition
was named, sold Lots 3 and 4 to
Ellen H. Hamman for $1,200 on
May 18, 1868. A two story brick
house was then designed and built
for $4,000 by the firm of Stigers and
Boettner for I.G. Hamman. Helen
lived on this property with Israel
Hamman until his death in 1898.
On the 1880 U.S. Census, Israel G.
Hamman and Helen are living in the
18th Street house. The census shows
that both Israel’s parents were born
in Pennsylvania, and Israel’s occupation in 1880 was “stock dealer.” His
wife Helen was born in Kentucky on
January 6, 1841. Her father was also
from Kentucky, while her mother
was from Virginia. The Hammans’
oldest son Frank was 16 in 1880, and

“Miller Haviland” IG went to New
York about 1873 and brought back Havalind china and silver for the new
house. I have the Havalind in this photo.
My mom still uses the silver platter for
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner.

his brother George was 6, both
born in Missouri.
In 1904, Helen married Samuel
M. Jernigan. Helen died in 1908,
and her obituary shows her name
as Hamman, not Jernigan; her
headstone calls her “wife of I. G.
Hamman.” Samuel Jernigan,
who was no longer living at the
18th Street address, lived until
1928. Bits and pieces of the property passed through several hands,
until the house and its lot finally

ended up in the hands of the Sligars,
who restored the old home to its original single family purpose.
Helen’s son Frank Hamman bought
one of his father’s mercantile businesses in Sabetha, Kansas in 1879 and
sold it in 1916, when he moved to Los
Angeles. The 1930 census shows that
he and his wife Emma divorced.
Helen and I.G. Hamman’s son
George became a physician in Lawrence, Kansas. He and his wife Ethel
also moved to Los Angeles, eventually divorcing. During his practice in
Lawrence, he was a menace on the
streets, as evidenced by the article on
the next page. But he also patented at

The Hamman mercantile in Sabetha, KS
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Ellen Helen Miller Hamman. This
photo can be seen on the mantle of the
fireplace, under the crystal candle
holder.

least one medical invention, a
dropper bottle.
Frank and George Hamman had a younger brother,
Leander Miller Hamman, my
great-grandfather, born in 1881.
On the 1900 census at age 20, his
occupation is listed as “dentist.”
Lee, as he was called, and his
wife Emma were still living in
St. Joseph on April 29, 1910,
when the census taker visited
(Israel continued on page 42)
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them at their home at 726 N. 23. He was a dentist with
“dental parlors.” Later that year, they moved to Los Angeles, and on the 1920 census, he is a dentist in “general
practice.” On the 1940 census, he is a guest at the Pershing
Hotel, and reports that he has the “first year of college” in
education. One interesting detail about this 1940 census
entry is the remark “the following entered by [unclear]
squad leader on June 20, 1940 after audit.” (See the story
about census audits on page 1.)
While Lee worked in Missouri he often provided dental
services off the back of his wagon. Lee and Emma Woellner Hamman had four girls and one of them, Helen Hamman, was my grandmother. Their daughter Frances also
became a dentist, according to the 1940 census, when she
is living with her mother at age 30.


The George Hamman patent

St. Joseph Gazette
February 15, 1850
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Are Houses Magical?
by Mary Beth Nelson Scott

I have always
been obsessed
with the magic of
houses, especially
abandoned farm
houses.
I learned to
love buildings and
construction from
my father Dale A.
Nelson, an architectural engineer
who worked on
Kansas City projects such as
The author with her father
Crown Center, the
Dale A. Nelson, in front of the Kan- Plaza, and the Pubsas City house that he designed.
lic Library. On
Saturdays, Dad and
I would go to the sites and “inspect” the work that was
completed during the week. I was in grade school but I had
my own hard hat.
For extra money, Dad also designed private homes. He
was very messy so mom (Lorraine Hennegin Nelson)
made him work in the basement, which was a little like
being put in “time out” in an old cellar. We left him alone
and took him food from time to time. People knew he was
working on a project as his transistor radio would be blasting and he would be singing at the top of his lungs.
His drafting table was sacred—we did not touch it nor
did we set anything on it. The light over the drafting table
was an Art Deco style fluorescent that had been dug out of
the trash from the Western Auto building in downtown
KC. There was an electric pencil sharpener on the side of
the table and his
chair was a ratty
old metal stool.
Stacks and stacks
of blueprints lined
the walls behind
him. Architecture
is not glamorous.
Dad would disappear into the
basement for days,
and then suddenly
reappear with a
stack of drawings
for someone’s new
house. To a
young kid, it was
Wayne Hennegin in his famous hat at magic! Scribble on
Lorraine Hennegin Nelson’s wedding in
some paper and
1952.
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

presto! Someone got a new house! No other way to explain it. Houses were magical.
Mom was from Sheridan, MO and we would frequently
visit her parents Wayne and Margaret Hennegin on their
farm. On our drive through the countryside, I would peek
out the back window looking for abandoned farm houses.
What were their stories? Where were their families? I felt
sorry for these buildings. Where did their magic go?
Grandpa Wayne Hennegin always treated us to wild
dusty tours of the farms of his neighbors. Grandpa’s
Chevy was coated inside and out with gray gravel dust. He
smoked like a fiend and his felt hat was pocked with cigarette burn marks. Sitting behind him in the back seat was

risky as the hot ashes would fly back in on our laps. He
flew down those gravel roads and more than once I remember wishing for a seat belt. Grandpa’s car was a mess, but
his house and farm were always meticulously clean and
neat and he expected everyone to maintain their farms to
his standards.
One of our
stops was always
at Grandpa’s
empty farm
house. Wayne
Hennigin retired
from farming in
1959 and moved
into the city limits
of Sheridan, leaving his farm house
behind. According
to the Blockton
News, Wayne had a
barn built in 1927,
so it is probably a
Wayne’s father Roscoe Sherman Hengood guess that the
negin
and Wayne’s daughter Lorraine
house was built at
Hennegin Nelson. (Note the new house
the same time.
and barn in the background and no trees,
Wayne’s daughmaking this picture c. 1927.)
ter Elnora Hennegin O’Neill recalls: “Dad and Mother first lived in a house on the Lloyd
Long farm just south of Dad’s farm while they were building a new house on the 80 acres which Granddad had given
(Magical continued on page 44)
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to Dad.” The house and farm were located just east of
Sheridan, MO.
The young Hennegin family faced some difficult challenges right away after moving in. According to Aunt
Elnora, all three of Wayne and Margaret’s children were
born at home on the family farm east of Sheridan, MO.
The births were
attended by Dr. P.
J. Ross of Grant
City, MO, assisted
by a nurse.
Mother was 33
when Lorraine
was born. Soon
after the birth,
Mother became
seriously ill and
The Bedford Times Press reports a family was not expected to
illness.
live. She made
arrangements that if she did not
survive, her baby would be
brought up by her favorite sister, Aunt Effie Brumfield Barton. Mother was in bed for a
long period of time, cared for
by nieces, her sister-in-law,
Aunt Fern Hennegin Banes,
and other hired help. With this
constant care, she recovered,
but this difficult birth probably
explains why my sister
Lorraine is three years older
than I instead of the usual two
years between births.
Mother was again not well
William Sherman
during her pregnancy with my
Hennegin (Billy) with the
brother Bill, who was develophouse in the background.
mentally disabled. I believe
Bill’s disability was a result of
having pneumonia at ages one and
two with temperatures of 106 and
107. I remember he was learning to
talk before he became ill and that he
was always different after the illness.
It was a family crisis two winters in a
row. I remember the doctor and the
nurse being there along with Aunt
Myrel Brumfield. I remember her
because she would give me hot cocoa

Wayne Hennegin farm- date unknown. Notice that the house
now has trees, a fence, and landscaping. (Note the octagonal
silo in the bottom right.)

that I dunked bread
in as I sat on the
floor behind the
cook stove to be
out of the way of
all the scurrying
about in our new
house. The house
had quickly become a family
member and the
Bonnie Hawk Taylor and Mary Beth
kitchen became a
Nelson Scott in St. Joseph summer 2014.
sanctuary for Aunt
Elnora with her hot cocoa.
As time went on, the family and their house saw happier times, as the photos of Billy playing ball, and a family
reunion on the front porch attest. The Wayne Hennegin
farm house served its family well for 32 years before
Grandpa, Grandma and Billy moved into town.
This summer (2014), as part of my genealogy trip, I met
Bonnie Hawk Taylor and her daughter Roxanne Fisher in
(Magical continued on page 45)

Family reunions at the Wayne Hennegin
farm (on porch left to right) Tace Hennegin, Ada Bosch Reed, unknown, Tillie Hennegin Scott, Icie Hennegin Reed,
Margaret Hennegin, Mildred Hibbs
Hennegin, and unknown. In front, Laura
Hennegin Davidson.
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St. Joseph. Bonnie encouraged me to call her brothers Jack
and Don Hawk to get a tour of some of the places I visited
as a kid. I admit I was scared to call them. What if they
didn’t remember me? What if they thought it was weird to
go look at old houses? But my fears were unfounded:
Jack and Don welcomed me with open arms. I met the
“The Boys” at the
bank in Sheridan
and we jumped
into Jack’s truck to
see some of the
places from
Grandpa’s tours.
(Jack drives much
better than
Grandpa.)
One of the
The last building left from Wayne Henplaces
we stopped
negin farm- an old silo converted to a
was Grandpa’s old
chicken coop.
farm site. All that
is left is an octagonal silo which had been cut down and
converted to a chicken coop. All the trees that had surrounded the house were gone. It was very quiet and peaceful with the wind rustling the tall grass.
Just up the road from Grandpa’s farm was the site of
my great grandfather’s house, Roscoe “Sherm” Hennegin.
I only know of this house from pictures, but it is still one of
my favorites. It looked beautiful with its classic design:
white clapboard siding and a gabled arch over the porch. I
imagined the work involved in taking down the screens
each fall and replacing them with storm windows. The
kids probably helped wash each storm window after it was
hung.
The home site was
on a hill that overlooks
the whole valley. Census records indicate that
four to seven family
members usually lived
there at various times.
Sherm and Adella were
married in 1893, so the

Roscoe Hennegin’s abandoned home, date unknown.

house could have been built around that time. According
to Jack and Don, the house was one of the first to have a
system of running water and a furnace. The grandchildren
of Sherm were always amazed by that house.
In April
1931, Adella
died of a massive heart attack
while out in the
chicken coop
one morning.
Sherm remarried several
years later and
according to the
1940 census, he R.S. Hennegin Farm from 1930 Plat Book:
and his second
Section 16 and par of 17 (T. 66 and 67N R
wife were living
32 W -Part of Union Township)
in the house
in 1940. I found a newspaper article stating that Sherm
came home from Los Angeles for a visit in 1945, so
the house must have been abandoned between 1940
and 1945. Eventually, Sherm’s house was torn down
and Jack said the wood was used in the construction of
Uncle Dale Hennegin’s house in Sheridan.
Both Wayne and Sherm Hennegin’s home sites are
still owned by our family. It was a great experience to
be able to see these places again with my cousins.
While the houses are gone, the sites are quiet peaceful
Sherm and Adella Hennegin’s abandoned places today and probably similar to what they were
like before the homes were built.
house, date unknown.
The memories of those homes and the families they
sheltered help define us as a family who we were and who
we are now. These memories give us a sense of belonging
to the land and who we are as descendants.
Are houses magical? Absolutely!


Jack Hawk points out the
Grand River from Sherm
Hennegin’s home site.

Adella Reed Hennegin at home
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

Vol. 35

No. 1

Spring 2015

Page 45

St. Joseph’s First Homes
by Ivana Calhoun

St. Joseph’s founder was Joseph Robidoux, who built the
first home for many who came to
St. Joseph during the mid 1800’s.
His first permanent home was
built alongside the Blacksnake
Creek when our little town went
by that very name. It was a log
structure that was a story and a
half and contained nine rooms,
six below and three above, and it
had a covered porch on the southsouthwest side facing the Missouri River. This structure was
located near where 2nd Street and
Jules intersect now.
Eventually, Robidoux built
three other structures in St. Joseph, MO. Around 1840 he began building a brick structure at
Third and Poulin, now known as
Robidoux Row. This building was at first only eight
apartments, four on the first floor and four on the second
floor. By 1850 he had added more apartments totaling 20
in all.
Then in 1850, he constructed a long brick building in
three units located at 411 Edmond. The middle part of this
structure was 2 and one-half stories tall while each of the
outer ones was two stories high. He thought they might be
used as a hotel at some point. From the front, the building
gave the appearance of three structures, but it was all connected by a long porch in the rear that went the full length
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of all 3 structures. This building became Jules Robidoux’s
office and his home for a large part of his life, and was also
the building where Joseph Robidoux’s funeral was held.
Robidoux Row at Third and Poulin was the first home
for many who came to St. Joseph. The idea behind it was
quite ingenious: as Joseph was selling off the lots in town
to prospective home builders, the new landowners could
live in a one room apartment free of charge for the time
that it would take to build their homes. During the year
1850, it is estimated that over 100,000 people migrated
westward, and over half of those folks came through St.
Joseph.
Robidoux owned the ferry to cross the
Missouri River, and since long lines of
westward travelers waited reportedly as
far south as Messanie to get across, some
folks inevitably decided to just stay in this
river town and set up their shops instead
of moving any farther west.
Robidoux Row was continuously inhabited from 1840 clear through to 1974,
when it was targeted to be demolished to
make way for the new highway that gutted
the neighborhood. But the building was
saved when Mary Stauber Boder led the
effort to bring the one remaining building
of that historic period back life. The restoration was completed in the fall of 1981.
Stop by Robidoux Row Museum to
see firsthand this historic building and to
hear more about Joseph Robidoux’s life
as he forged a new home in our western
wilderness.
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Holt County Poor Farm, Oregon, Missouri

Albertson .............................. 21

by Nathanael Markt



The Holt County Poor Farm, located
outside of the city limits near the northwest corner of Oregon, is a historic landmark for our area. Dating all the way
back to 1873, it still stands today.
Poor farms were designed for people who could not provide income for themselves and had no one to support
them. Those who had to be admitted to the Holt County
Poor Farm were given entrance by the county court (Holt
County Sentinel 9/29/1876).
During the planning phase of the Poor Farm, the county
commissioners were offered 48 different sites for the institution. They selected 145 acres owned by Jephtha Martin,
chosen for its timber and luscious fruit trees, and construction began in the spring of 1873 (Craig, Town, County,
Country). The contractor was Moses Bennett, owner of the
Oregon Brick Yard (Holt County Sentinel 12/12/1873). He
had also remodeled the Holt County Court House in 1881
and constructed many other buildings in Oregon. In December of the same year the first resident was admitted to the
poor farm (Holt County Sentinel 4/15/1904).
The applicants for the job of County Poor Farm Superintendent as well as the job for County Physician were to bid
for the position and the county court chose the most qualified candidate (Holt County Sentinel 1/24/1890). The job of
superintendent required management of the farm. These
men had to be good record keepers, as well as good stewards
of the farm’s income. They had to give inspection tours to
the county officials, manage the residents, and file reports
with the county (Holt County Sentinel 3/24/1905). Finding
homes for the orphans and making funeral arrangements
were also part of their duties. The first county superintendent was J. G. Cottrell (Holt County Sentinel 10/15/1909).
The home was a two story brick building, 40 feet wide
by 80 feet long, with a basement (Holt County Sentinel
3/3/1899). It had sixteen rooms and two cells for uncoopNorthwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

erative residents, but they where very seldom used. It
had outer buildings that included a smokehouse, kitchen,
barn, and woodshed (Holt County Sentinel (7/15/1889).
Dr. M. Saville, the county physician in 1874, recommended the essential bathroom for the residents (Holt
County Sentinel 5/15/1874). The property had a well
that was originally 36 feet deep but was later deepened
to 96 feet by Jesse L. Brown. The well held only 20
feet of water (Holt County Sentinel 4/10/1874).
In order to make the farm more self-sufficient and
less dependent on government funds, residents did
chores as their physical condition would allow them
(poorhousestory.com, Holt County Sentinel 3/29/07).
Over the years more acres were purchased where they
grew corn, wheat, barley, potatoes, rye, and pumpkins.
Artichokes were also grown for the Poland-China
hogs. Residents harvested ice, picked fruit, and milked
Jersey cattle. They also raised horses, heifers, mules,
and bulls. Forty to fifty loaves of bread were baked each
week in an old-fashioned dutch oven (Holt County Sentinel
3/3/1899).
According to the Holt County Sentinel newspaper, the
inmates, as they were commonly called, were well taken
of. No complaints were made about ill treatment or abuse
(Holt County Sentinel 3/29/1907). The paper reported,
“Sleeping apartments are all clean and warm (Holt County
Sentinel 3/27/1908). The bedrooms are scrubbed once a
week, and aired once daily. The beds are of iron and the
floors painted. The food is of wholesome varieties, well
cooked and furnished to abundance...meats, bread, potatoes, apples, milk, tea, beans, etc. (Holt County Sentinel
3/24/1905) The clothing is warm and in every way suitable.” (Holt County Sentinel 3/24/1902)
Residents were eventually released, adopted or died.
Some young male inmates ran away (Holt County Sentinel
3/17/1893). Those who were released found employment
and those who were declared insane were transferred to
asylums (Holt County Sentinel 7/28/1876). Orphans were
adopted, sent to orphanages, or taken in by relatives (Holt
County Sentinel 10/10/1879, 3/18/1881).
Over the years, residents of the poor farm included an
abandoned infant that had been left in a basket on a local
man’s doorstep, a twenty-seven-year-old blind woman, a
self proclaimed “famous” bread baker, the elderly, and
many starving families in Holt County (Craig, Town,
County, Country; Holt County Sentinel 3/3/1899,
4/24/1896).
Among them was a mother and a daughter both pregnant upon arrival to the poor farm. Each gave birth within
the month (Holt County Sentinel 2/15/1889). The lame,
some mentally disabled, and two of the county’s “most
prominent paupers” also lived there (Holt County Sentinel
3/3/1889, 3/28/1873). The Poor Farm was sometimes used
(Holt continued on page 48)
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as a hospital. The county physician performed surgeries
and took care of sick patients (Holt County Sentinel
2/16/1900, 3/31/1882). They could then go home after
they had recovered.
Early in the twentieth century, the Holt County Poor
Farm was referred to as the County Farm or County Infirmary to make the name sound more appealing. The number of families decreased slightly and the number of elderly
residents increased. Throughout the mid 1900’s, all 235
acres of land were sold piece by piece until the building
was also sold to become the Pleasant Hills Nursing Home
(Holt County Sentinel 1/1958).
Gone Home Vol. I. had this to say: “The cemetery of
the former Holt County Farm for the poor and homeless, is
on a knoll west of the Pleasant Hill Nursing Home. The
cemetery, marked only by a cedar tree, was in use from
about 1870 to 1940. Residents of the county home, and
others without means or relatives, were buried there.” This
includes a traveling circus performer who was apparently
hit by an oncoming train and a blacksmith who also met
the same fate (Holt County Sentinel 7/1/1910). Children as
well as the sickly are buried on site (Holt County Sentinel
3/14/1884).
For many years a pauper’s coffin was kept somewhere
on the grounds of the poor farm. It was made from pine
wood with a pillow at the head. In 1976 it was donated to
the Holt County Historical Society Museum. Unfortunately, it was destroyed in the museum fire in 1994.
Our Poor Farm served Holt County well for almost 85
years. It housed many people, poor and old. The Holt
County Sentinel even said it to be “...the best in the state.”
It served as a hospital, an orphanage, and a nursing
home. Now it stands empty, 141 years old, slowly decaying, but still an important piece of our county’s history.


St. Joseph Daily Gazette, December 1, 1881

St. Joseph Daily Gazette
March 11, 1870
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Home is Where the Heart is
by Beverly Jo Rourke

For my Whited family roots, home seemed to be forever changing, making my genealogy research a bit more
challenging. The forefather (Thomas Sr. with wife Catharine Whited) started his westward move in the 1830’s from
the Kentucky/Tennessee area. Using land records and census records, I have traced the migration of Thomas
Whited, Sr. through Indiana to Missouri and Nebraska.
Thomas Whited Sr. purchased several acres of land in
Buchanan and Worth Counties sold by the United States
government in 1840’s and 1850’s. The Whited family
stayed in the northwest corner of Missouri until 1870’s
or1880’s. At that time their son William Whited (b: 1831)
moved his family to Otoe County, Nebraska. Thomas Jr.
(youngest son of Thomas Sr. and Catherine Whited)
moved to south Missouri and then on to Lamar County,
Texas, returning to Missouri a couple years later, bouncing
between Northwest and Southwest counties.
I believe the moves of these two sons happened soon
after the death of their mother. Maybe they were just in
search of a new opportunity for their families or was it that
they no longer had that sense of home after the loss of their
dear mother? It’s something we will never know but will
always ponder.
I have included excerpts from a book, Our Whited
Roots, that I prepared in 2007 on Thomas Whited, Jr. and
Kesiah (Reed) Whited. Their migration from northwest
Missouri to southwest Missouri and then on to Texas had a
strong connection with Kesiah’s mother and siblings. I
realize that economics played a big part in the family
movement, but I feel strongly that living close to family
played an important part in where they settled and where
they called home.
For me, Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary 5th Edition
definition of “home” is exactly right: One’s dwelling
place; abode of one’s family. One’s abode, after death;
the grave. One’s native land or place.
So for me, although I live in Colorado, Northwest Missouri is home, where I was raised and where my parents
and grandparents are buried.
The following is excerpted from Our Whited Roots,
compiled by Beverly Jo (Whited) Rourke, 2007 (edited
for The Journal):
Thomas Jr. and Kesiah (Reed) Whited
Thomas Whited, Jr. is the youngest son of Thomas
Whited, Sr. and Catharine Whited born July 9, 1837 in
Indiana. As a young lad he lived on a farm in Indiana, then
in the mid 1840’s the family made the trip to northwest
Missouri. This 500-mile migration westward was traveled
by horse drawn covered wagon. Thomas’s wanderlust for
travel started at an early age of 10. The summer of 1848,
young Thomas was exploring on the new farmland purchased by his father located just outside of St. Joseph, Missouri.
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

Thought to be Kesiah (Reed) Whited
wife of Thomas Whited, Jr.
Photo Courtesy of Winnie (Winton) Reed, Anderson, Missouri

Kissiah – Kizzie – Kesiah
I have found her name spelled several different ways on
various records. For my records I have chosen to record
the spelling the same as Mary Alice Kesiah Winton,
daughter of Wilbur and Margaret (Whited) Winton. My
thought is that Kesiah’s daughter Margaret knew the correct spelling of the name. Cousin Louise (Whited) Long
said that her father Sherman Whited always said his
grandmother’s name was “Kizzie.”
Winnie (Winton) Reed received this photo and other
papers from another Whited cousin, Ruth (Qualls) Lamb.
Ruth and Winnie are descendents of Thomas Jr. and Kesiah Whited’s daughter Margaret (Whited) Winton. Ruth
lives in California and found this photo in a trunk belonging to her grandmother, Margaret (Whited) Winton. Ruth
feels this is probably a photo of Kesiah Whited, since her
grandmother Margaret looked a great deal like this lady.
Fall of 1850, the Federal Census records for Buchanan
County, Marion Township list Thomas age 14. He and his
(Home continued on page 50)
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brother, William age 17 were most likely in charge of the
farm duties helping their aging parents. Sisters Lilly age
22 and Eliza age 21 would have been responsible for the
household chores. Their maternal grandmother, Mary
Black, age 79 was living with them.
The Spring of 1855, land previously occupied by Indians was being sold by the U.S. government. Thomas
Whited, Jr. was nearly 19 years old and found himself
moving with his parents to another farm in Gentry County
a few miles northeast of St. Joseph, Missouri.
Over the next few years, Thomas’ father continued to
purchase land which later would be sold and deeded to several family members.
While living in the Grant’s Hill area of Gentry County,
Missouri, 22-year-old Thomas Whited, Jr. met a young
girl, Kesiah Reed, living in the same neighborhood with
her parents, Benjamin and Margaret Reed. According to
family records, they married on the 8th day of June, 1859,
probably in Gentry County, Missouri. The following
Spring, a son was born on April 30, 1860, named after his
maternal grandfather, Benjamin F. Reed. Just months after
the birth of their first son, the 1860 Federal Census was
taken on August 10. Thomas Whited, Jr. and wife Kesiah
Whited with 4-month-old son Benjamin were living with
Thomas’s parents on a farm near Grant’s Hill, Missouri.
The Centennial History of Worth County, Mo, discusses
the town of Denver and its shifting names: “Denver, Missouri is located on the East Fork of the Grand River, ten
miles southeast of Grant City. The original town was laid
out about 1849. Denver was called Fairview until 1871.
The post office was called Grant’s Hill, but during that
year the name of the town and post office were changed to
Denver.”
Over the next six years, Thomas Whited, Jr. and Kesiah continued to live in the Grant’s Hill area in Gentry
County. Kesiah gave birth to three children from 1862
through 1866. The couple lived near their extended families in Gentry County. This would have been very comforting for this young couple as their second child Nancy
born on September 18, 1862 and passed away just shy of
her first birthday. Another baby boy joined the family in
October 1864, George W. Whited. Then more sadness
came for the young couple when in the fall of 1866 a baby
boy died the day of his birth, October 2 (from Carl Edward
Whited genealogy records).
In the Spring of 1867, Thomas Whited, Jr. and Kesiah
and their young sons, Benjamin age seven and George W.
age three, along with Kesiah’s mother and her children,
were making the trip from Gentry County to southwest
Missouri. Along the way, Kesiah gave birth to another
son, Robert E. Lee Whited born September 23, 1867 in
Springfield, Missouri. It’s puzzling as to why the family
decided to move to South Missouri. Maybe newspaper
articles spoke of good hunting and farming in that area.
Families and neighbors often traveled to new areas in
groups, always searching for job opportunities and prosperNorthwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

ous land. The railroad may have also played a part in this
movement, providing jobs and an easier method of travel.
In the 1870 Federal Census taken that summer, we find
Thomas Whited, Jr. and Kesiah and sons (Benjamin 10,
George 6, and Robert 3) living in Prairie Township, Pineville, McDonald County, Missouri. Kesiah’s mother and
children are living next door, possibly on the same farm.
Kesiah was pregnant with her sixth child at the time the
census was taken. September 10, 1870, a daughter Mary
was born. Then another daughter Sarah was born July 15,
1873, but I am not sure where.
It appears that Thomas Whited, Jr. and Kesiah moved
their family back to Worth County by the Spring of 1874,
indicated by a Worth County, MO land record dated May
25, 1874 transferring ownership of 40 acres from Thomas
Whited, Sr. and Catharine Whited to their youngest son,
Thomas Whited, Jr. Both father and son listed their address as Worth County, MO on the transaction. Did Thomas Jr. and Kesiah move back to northwest Missouri to
help with his parents? Possibly, since this was about the
time of death of his mother, Catharine Whited. The move
would have been very slow and difficult by wagon. It is
possible that part of the trip was by train, which would
have been easier with five children (Benjamin 14, George
W. 10, Robert E. Lee 7, Mary 4, and 1-year-old Sarah.)
The eighth child was born while living in the Denver
(Worth County), MO area. On the 5th day of October,
1875, Margaret Whited was born. We know that Thomas
Jr. and Kesiah were still in the Worth County area in 1877
as Thomas Jr. is listed as owning land in Worth County,
MO (1877 Historical Atlas for Worth County, Missouri).
Christmas of 1879 was a time of celebration when their
eldest son Benjamin married Luthena Barnett. On the
(Home continued on page 51)
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1880 Federal Census, Thomas Jr. and Kesiah and children
( George W. 15, Robert 12, Mary 9, Sarah 6, and Margaret
4) are living in Precinct 6, Lamar County, Texas. The
newlyweds Benjamin and Luthena also made the trek to
Texas. George Reed, believed to be a brother of Kesiha,
was living close by with his family as well.
November 29, 1880, Kesiah (age 40) gave birth to her
ninth child, Thomas Whited. Just three months later, Thomas Jr. and Kesiah’s first grandchild was born, the first
child of Benjamin and Luthena Whited. The boy William
Chester Whited was born Feb. 21, 1881 in Gainesville,
Cooke County, Texas.
Tragedy hit the family again in March 1881 when two
children of Thomas Whited, Jr. and Kesiah died within
days of each other. Sarah was almost eight years old when
she passed away on March 17, 1881. Her four-month-old
brother Thomas passed away five days later on the 22nd of
March, 1881. The cause of death may have been due to
cholera or malaria fever, a documented area epidemic during 1881 (Grayson Gateway, Texas Genealogical Society
newsletter, Sept. 1981 thru 1983 – Early Mortuary Records
May 1881)
The Whiteds stayed only a few years in Texas, finally
returning to Missouri. Sometime after the birth of their
second grandchild, James Jesse Whited (born September
4, 1882 in Grayson County, TX), they made the return trip
to Missouri. It is not clear if Thomas Whited, Jr. and Kesiah returned to Gentry/Worth County or remained in the
southwest corner of Missouri.
In May of 1983, Louise (Whited) Long wrote in a letter: “Grandpa Benjamin and Grandma Luthena went to
Texas by covered wagon. Grandma used to tell me about
this trip. Seems they were only there about two years. I
think they went with Grandpa’s parents and when they
came back Grandpa’s parents and some brothers and sisters
stopped at Goodwin, Mo.”
From birth records, we know that Benjamin and Luthena Whited returned to the northwest corner of Missouri
where they had a son born June 26, 1884. Benjamin and
Luthena put down roots in this area where the remainder of
their children were born and reared. They are both buried
in the Denver, MO area.
Thomas Whited, Jr. and Kesiah’s son, George W.
Whited, returned to Worth County, where at the age of 21
he married Martha Frances Laine, also of Worth County.
They married on February 12, 1885. They stayed in Worth
County for a couple of years, where their children were
born: Alta Whited born February 1886 and Albert Whited
born in November 1887. George W. Whited ended up
moving back to McDonald County, Missouri prior to 1900.
They settled in Goodman, McDonald County, Missouri.
The younger children of Thomas Whited, Jr. and Kesiah both married and settled in the southwest Missouri
area. Robert E. Lee, age 24, married Laura Sherwood on
January 15, 1891 in Jasper County, Missouri. He and his
family all lived in the Joplin, Missouri area.
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

Margaret Whited, age 19, married Wilbur Winton July
15, 1894 in Twin Springs, McDonald County, Missouri.
On her marriage license she lists Splitlog, MO as her residence. The Wintons lived several years in the Joplin area,
where Wilbur was a miner. They ended up moving to
California in 1927. Some of the Winton children stayed in
southwest Missouri while others moved west.
No information is known about Thomas Whtied, Jr.
and Kesiah’s daughter Mary born 1870 and shown on the
1880 Federal Census taken in Lamar County, Texas.
Death information is unknown on Thomas Whited, Jr.
Kesiah Whited, age 59, was listed on the 1900 Federal
Census as being a widow, so we know he died sometime
between 1880 and 1900. Some family members feel he is
buried in Walker Cemetery while others say he and Kesiah
are buried in Anderson Cemetery next to George W. and
Martha Whited in southwest Missouri.
Kesiah Whited was living with a widower, Alfred Williams, and his children in Barton County, Missouri in June
1900. I have been unable to locate Kesiah on the 1910
Federal Census, so it appears she may have passed away
sometime prior to that date. I have a copy of a letter sent
from Benjamin and Luthena Whited to his mother dated
September 12, 1909; so we know she was still alive at that
time. I have no idea where she lived in 1909. There is also
a copy of an envelope addressed to Mrs. K. Whited Gara
P.O., Gentry Missouri. The postmark is June 1896 from
Webb City, Missouri. I speculate that this is a letter from
Kesiah’s daughter, Margaret Winton.
The search continues to locate death dates and places
for both Thomas Whited, Jr. and his wife Kesiah. It is
believed that Kesiah was living in southwest Missouri near
her children George W., Robert E. Lee, and Margaret
(Whited) Winton at the time of her death.
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In My Mind, the Old Farmhouse Still Stands
by Bob Turpin

I regret never having been able to see my mother’s
Hurst family Buchanan County farmstead home. And yet,
I see it so clearly and so often in my mind’s eye as I think
of the pioneer ancestors who came west from Kentucky in
the 1840’s to help settle the Platte Purchase.
The Hurst family farmstead home began to be built in
1843 when my second great-grandparents, Armstead and
Matilda Faris Hurst, preempted a quarter section of fertile
farm land, halfway between the towns of Rushville and
DeKalb, Missouri – on the “Old North Road.” The Hursts
migrated from Fleming County, Kentucky, a previous
home for many later Buchanan County residents, in 1842,
first settling near Salem, north of Weston in Platte County.
Their first daughter Mary Frances was born there.
Armstead Hurst had a Kentucky childhood that was
both tragic and opportunistic. Born November 10, 1819,
he was the oldest of three children of Henry and Nancy
Staggs Hurst. His sister Delilah died as a small child and,
sadly, his father died during the 1829 second cholera pandemic at age 29 when Armstead was only 10 and his
younger brother Ambrose Dudley only four years old.
Three years later, Henry’s widow Nancy Staggs Hurst
married a distant cousin of her first husband, John Anthony
Hurst. Nancy and Anthony had their first child within the
year and though she didn’t live, four more children followed.
The couple chose not to rear
the two sons from Nancy
Hurst’s first marriage; apparently it was felt to be in their
better interest to be indentured to
their grandfather, John Hurst,
who could do more for them.
According to Fleming County,
Kentucky records from November 4, 1833, Armstead and
brother Ambrose Dudley were
indentured to their grandfather
John Hurst for a term of seven
years so that he might educate
Armstead Hurst indenture
to grandfather John
them, teaching them the “trade
Hurst,
county court reand mystery” of a farmer, and
cords
available
to the
grooming them as young gentlepublic
men.
Although the indenture was a
legal instrument, grandfather John apparently accepted
both boys as his own, as he later included Armstead in his
will, bequeathing him $100 at his death in 1861. According to the indenture terms, grandfather John Hurst agreed
to teach the boys to read and write and do arithmetic. John
also pledged to provide both boys with “good and wholesome neat clothing and lodging fit for an apprentice” and
agreed, at the end of the indenture, to provide each with “a
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

Armstead Hurst

decent suit of new
clothes” in addition to
the “sum of 3.10 shillings currant (sic)
money.”
At the end of the
indenture, Armstead
married Matilda Faris
of nearby Poplar Plains,
Kentucky, just west of
the Hurst land which
was closer to Flemingsburg. The two headed
west by steamboat for
the fertile hills and valleys of the Platte Purchase where farmland
could be preempted for

Matilda Faris Hurst with four of
her grandchildren: Clifton, Genevieve, Jim, and Bill, c. 1904
(Mind continued on page 53)
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William Hurst, on left, with son Clifton, daughter Elizabeth,
daughter-in-law Agnes Vanhoozer Hurst, and youngest son Robert Hurst (about 1920).
(Mind continued from page 52)

mold-board plow and the reaping hook, the latter being
followed by the cradle and that by the dropper, which delivered the sheaves of grain on the field unbound, as the
binding had to be done by hand. Weston was the nearest
trading point at that early day. Hemp was the principal

$1.25 an acre. Preemption gave a pioneer the right to
claim a section of land, clear it, build a house and begin
farming it, without having to actually pay for the acreage
until crops had been produced and sold.
After their year in Salem, Armstead and Matilda moved
(Mind continued on page 54)
north to wide open land, in some cases
still occupied by Native Americans, settling halfway between Rushville and
DeKalb on the “Old North Road.”
Younger brother Ambrose, still indentured, planned to join Armstead in Buchanan County; following the completion of his indenture he took a bride
named Rachel and, just as they were
preparing to head west, both tragically
“took sick and died.” That left the
Hursts very much alone on the Missouri frontier until Matilda’s brothers
Michael and John Collins Faris later
followed them to Buchanan County.
Clearing and farming the fertile land
was no easy task. As his son William
would later recall: “It was a heavily timbered tract and it was with greatest difficulty placed in tillable condition. The
implements used in the culture and
Armstead and Matilda’s son William with his wife Mollie Martin Hurst in front of the
reaping of crops in those days were most house built by Armstead Hurst in Bloomington Township, Buchanan County, home to
crude, and consisted of the old wooden
four generations of Hursts.
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Vol. 35

No. 1

Spring 2015

Page 53

(Mind continued from page 53)

crop for the first few years, and
the grinding was done at a watermill.”
Armstead built a fine, large
house of two stories on the land,
to which was later added an addition containing more bedrooms
for his growing family. Ultimately 11 children were born to
the Hursts, of whom seven lived
well into adulthood. Some of the
well-known families of Buchanan
County (which, incidentally, my
grandfather always pronounced
Buck-cannon) came from this
farm home.
Oldest daughter Mary Frances
married Phillip Staggs, a distant
cousin of her mother, and they
settled in Agency, MO where a
large and prominent family descended and still lives. Daughter
Geneva Jane, known as Jennie,
Henry Hurst home and family in Tarkio, MO
married Robert Caldwell Dunlap
who lost an arm in the Civil War; journals of the war years
abled family members to stay connected as they spread out
kept by R. C. Dunlap and his brother Samuel Baldwin
over northwest Missouri.
have recently been published by Suzanne Staker Lehr and
Great-grandfather William Hurst was severely injured
the Platte Purchase Publishers. Sons James Madison and
in a farming accident sometime before 1920. A heavy hay
Henry Warder (the latter named for Armstead’s father and
bale being hoisted to the hayloft broke loose, fell, and hit
step-brother), later teamed up to own the fashionable
him in the head, leaving him with what we would now call
Hurst Mercantile in Tarkio, Nodaway County, Missouri.
a post-traumatic brain injury, untreatable at that time.
And Henry’s daughter Vida Hurst became a nationally
After the accident, Mollie moved William to a smaller
prominent author of 52 romance novels and novelettes,
house south of the DeKalb High School, where she garmany of which were serialized and syndicated in newspadened, kept cows and chickens and carried the eggs, milk
pers around the country.
and butter to town each day to sell. She taught Sunday
Son Monroe was tragically killed when he was dragged
School in the DeKalb Christian Church until two weeks
by a horse, leaving a widow and three young sons. Ellen
before her death at 88 in 1950.
“Ella” Hurst married William Roundtree, whose family’s
My grandfather, Robert Henry Hurst and his young
Roundtree Farms occupied considerable land south of St.
wife Alice May Watts took over the farm’s management
Joseph. Ella’s twin brother William, born in 1854, was my
after their marriage in 1922, though it was still owned by
mother’s grandfather; he married Mary Ann “Mollie”
his mother following his father’s death in 1927, the year
Martin, a school teacher from Wallace, MO, and among
my mother was born. In the difficult years of the Great
their six children were Clifton Hurst, who served 30 years
Depression it became necessary to put the farm up for sale,
as Buchanan County Collector, William Hurst, a World
and the John Henry McDevitt family of DeKalb was lookWar I Purple Heart recipient critically wounded in France;
ing forward to living in the rambling farm house but sadly,
Genevieve, who served for decades as DeKalb, MO postit went up in flames one night before the Hursts moved out,
master; James Monroe, a post-WWI veteran; my grandfathe apparent result of mice gnawing on kitchen matches.
ther Robert Henry, a prominent Rushville farmer and civic
My grandparents, mother and uncle escaped with only the
leader; and Elizabeth, who graphically recorded the family
night clothes on their backs.
in many photographs in the early 1900s.
It was never my privilege to see the old house, or even
Although the Hursts had made their home in a wilderthe farm when the family owned it, though my grandfather
ness, by 1900 a spur railroad line actually ran just south of
did take me there to cut down a fir Christmas tree one winthe Hurst home, following the route of the Old North Road
ter when I was very young. But in my mind I have visited
from Rushville to DeKalb. Known as the Pollywog, and
and revisited that farm countless times and vicariously exlong since abandoned and generally forgotten, it connected
perienced the fertile land, the rolling hills and babbling
these towns with St. Joseph and Kansas City and also enstreams of the place the pioneering Hursts of Buchanan
County called “home.”
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Living the “Highlife” on Highland Farm
Bloomington Township, Buchanan County, Missouri
by Bob Turpin

The Platte Purchase opened two million acres of fertile
farmland in northwest Missouri to pioneer settlers in 1837.
At that time the only residents of the southwest portion of
Buchanan County were seasonal encampments of Native
Americans who came at “sapping time” each spring, setting up tent sites along a creek lined with a dense forest of
hard maple trees. A hundred years later my father would
find their remnant flint arrowheads and heads of tools used
by the Indians along that same creek bed. The area became
known to settlers from the east as the “sugar maple district” and eventually the creek and community took on the
name Sugar Creek. Within a year, Elder William Allison
had started a Christian church at Sugar Creek which shared
its small log building with a school. A community was
being birthed.
An English-born settler by the name of Metcalf Smith
came to the area from Platte County in 1840 with his new
bride Mary Collett and purchased a quarter section of timbered land. He built a two-room, 12 foot x 18 foot walnut
log cabin in the valley at the west end of his land, just
south of the Sugar Creek and very near the section of the
farm that my dad – nearly a century later – would call
“copperhead corner” (for reasons that need no explanation).
Nine years later, Smith sold the rugged terrain and
cabin for $1,975 to another Platte County couple, George
and Melessa Snook who, after seven years, apparently fell
on hard times and lost the land. When it became a matter
for the county court to adjudicate, my second great grandfather Benjamin Franklin Stuart (known as Frank) purchased the land, possibly with the assistance of his prominent Platte County father-in-law, William Cox.
Born in Kentucky in 1816, Frank Stuart had migrated
north at age 16 to Indiana, with his recently widowed father and six siblings. Eight years later, in 1840, he traveled
by steamboat to the bustling Platte Purchase river port of
Weston, Missouri where he settled just west at Kickapoo.
He later moved into Weston and married Martha Jane Cox
who, as a teenager, had walked the entire 700 miles from
Bartholomew County, Indiana to Platte County, Missouri,
leading cattle behind her father’s covered wagon every step
of the way. Frank and Martha lived for a while in Weston,
where he plied his carpentry trade, eventually moving
north into the Salem community where he farmed in the
1840’s and early ‘50’s. His strong Southern sympathies
estranged him from his brothers William and John who
were by then living in Iowa and after heated exchanges of
letters, Frank temporarily changed the spelling of his family name to Stewart to punctuate their irreconcilable differences.
When the Weston area became a hotbed of violent uncertainty in the border wars of the 1850’s, Frank Stuart
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

Ben Stuart, his dog, and the lap-sided cabin just after his parents’ deaths in 1892

2 D Ben and Mary Stuart with their three oldest children
Claire, Ben Wellman and Jessie – about 1900, standing by the
old lapsided log house.

sought safety and relative anonymity in the heavily forested and secluded hills of Buchanan County. The isolated
farm and cabin being sold by the county court must have
seemed perfect for him so he purchased the quarter section
and, in turn, gave one acre to his wife Martha “for love and
affection,” as legally noted on the warranty deed. In an era
pre-dating women’s rights, this seems a powerfully symbolic and tangible token.
Frank planted an orchard and from the produce he legally distilled peach brandy and apple jack whiskey. He
used his carpentry skills to add rooms onto the existing log
(Living continued on page 56)
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cabin, expanding
its size to 18 feet x
36 feet, and enhanced its appearance inside and out
with lap-siding and
thick walnut door
and window
jambs. Large
stone slabs were
embedded into the
cabin flooring to
create warm fireplace hearths.
Eventually, six
entry doors opened
Log cabin and its floor plan.
into the house,
The cabin was 18 x 36 feet and faced
three on the north
south. The original log cabin, on the
and three on the
site when B. F. and Martha Stuart acsouth, providing
quired property in 1856, was the two
gentle breezes in
rooms at bottom left (outlined with
dashed line). B. F. Stuart added on the the summer and
cold drafts in the
other rooms after 1856. Six outside
doors opened into the cabin. Floor plan winter, when my
rawing by Glenn Turpin; redrawn from grandmother, who
a sketch by his mother Jessie Stuart
was born in the
Turpin who was born in the cabin in
cabin, wrote that
1895 and lived in it until age 11. Sketch snow blew in freely
of Stuart log house by Blanche Stuart
around the doors
Beitzel.
and windows.
Living in a dark, dank cabin in the hollow wasn’t
healthy and five of the six Stuart children died either in
infancy or young adulthood. Oldest daughter Mary Ellen
lived into her 30’s when she migrated to California to be
with her son Leon Stuart, who managed large citrus orchards near Redlands, California and in Montemorelos,
Nueva Leon, Mexico. Frank and Martha’s daughter Ida
Virginia was a talented artist, but a one-line brevity in the
September 4, 1886 Atchison, KS Globe notes that she died
of consumption at age 31, leaving Ben Stuart II as the
only surviving child.
Ben Stuart had started life as Breckenridge Stuart,
born the day before Independence Day in 1860 and named
for a man admired by his father, John Caleb Breckenridge,
who had been a popular U.S. senator from Kentucky.
Breckenridge was not only the youngest vice-president to
serve the United States but in some opinions the worst, and
the only one who had to flee the country to escape treason
charges. Still, he was wildly popular in Kentucky
and also with at least one Missouri transplant from
Kentucky: Frank Stuart.
When John Breckenridge ran for president in
1860, Frank Stuart named his only son for him.
Perhaps it was after Breckenridge’s loss that
Frank Stuart chose to rename his infant son with
his own name, Benjamin Franklin Stuart II. But
Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

to this day, great-grandfather Ben appears enumerated in
the 1860 census as Breckenridge.
Following his father’s death in 1891, Ben Stuart’s first
act was to tear down the old still and plant new orchards,
used for growing merchantable apples. His second act was
to change the spelling of the family name back to Stuart.
Intelligent and hard-working, Ben achieved notoriety as a
school teacher, newspaper columnist, patented inventor,
prize-winning orchardist, and four-term legislator in the
Missouri House of Representatives from Buchanan
County, serving one term as Speaker pro tem. He wasn’t
so fortunate in love, however. His young wife, Clara,
daughter of DeKalb merchant Madison Gray, died as the
lingering result of appendicitis after just five years of marriage and two years after the loss of their only child,
daughter Crystal, who had died of thrush in 1887.
It was the father of his deceased wife who told Ben
about an attractive, intelligent, available young woman
“back home” in Lewis County, Kentucky. Ben and Mary
Louisa Wellman began courting by correspondence and
Ben and his nephew Leon took the train to Kentucky to
visit the young poetess who so impressed him. Ben must
have liked what he found, as he returned a few months
later, married Mary Louisa, and brought her home to his
Buchanan County Highland Farm, after first spending a
few months in a Jefferson City hotel during the legislative
session.
Ben and Mary would have six children: Claire, Jessie
(my grandmother), Ben Wellman, Blanche, Leo and Julian.
The log house became crowded and living conditions there
remained as unhealthy
as they had been for
the earlier generation,
and just after 1900,
three of the Stuart
children became seriously ill with bronchitis and pneumonia.
The doctor who eventually came from
Rushville to treat them
New house on Highland Farm taken
helped convince Ben
in 1918 after Granville and Jessie
he needed to build a
(Stuart) Turpin acquired it.
healthier home for his
family and install one of the community’s earliest telephones for emergencies such as these. Ben only had to
look east, up the big hill, to the highest point exactly in the
middle of the quarter-section, to know where he wanted his
new home.
Ben wasn’t well in the
summer of 1905 when the
building began. He hired
carpenters to build the
fine, two story home with
an observation deck on
top from which one could
(Living continued on page 57)
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More recent picture of Stuart “new house”

see into seven counties in Missouri and
Kansas. It wasn’t completed until the following year and Ben spent most of the
construction time supervising while living
out of a tent adjacent to the new house. In
addition to the fine home, a large barn,
with basement, was built directly north.
The wood used in the barn structure was
Stuart family, 1906. This photo taken about the time the Stuarts moved from the old
salvaged from the historic Sugar Lake ice
log cabin (dating back to the 1850’s) on the west end of Highland Farm to the new
house which had been dismantled at about
house, built on the highest point of the quarter section, in the center of the property.
the same time after having served the
The three girls in back, from left to right: Jessie Mary, Claire Elizabeth, and
Rushville and DeKalb communities for
Blanche Irene. In the front are Leo Ramey, Ben F. with baby Julian Edison on his
decades. Both the “new house” and barn
lap, Mary Louisa, and Ben Wellman.
remain standing and in use today.
Ben Stuart died suddenly in 1917. He
In the fall and winter, when the leaves have fallen, I can
had spoken at a political meeting in St. Joseph and had just
stand at my Stuart great grandparents’ grave high atop the
boarded a train at Union Station to return to Armour, west
Sugar Creek Cemetery and see the rooftops, two miles disof the Highland Farm, when he clutched his chest and
tant, of the house and barn on Highland Farm – the place
breathed his last. Death was attributed to apoplexy and his
so many of my ancestors called “home.”

burial was noted to be the first motorized funeral procession in the Sugar Creek cemetery. He was only 57. His
St. Joseph Daily News
oldest son, Ben Wellman Stuart, had just enlisted in the
June 2, 1903
Army to fight in World War I; his younger sons Leo and
Julian were still minors. With the wartime economy it was
impossible for Mary Stuart to hire help on the farm and, in
1918, she sold it to her daughter Jessie, and husband Granville Turpin, and she and her remaining children moved to
Atchison, Kansas where they would have access to fine
schools and a wonderful library.
The Stuart-Turpin Highland Farm would remain in the
family until 1945 when another wartime economy devastated it and my grandfather Granville Turpin determined
to sell the farm and become a city-dweller in St. Joseph.
Four generations of my ancestors lived on the farm over
just less than a century. Although his mother had been
born in the old log cabin, my dad, Glenn Turpin, was the
first child to be born in the new Stuart/Turpin home on the
Highland Farm.
The old log cabin collapsed in disrepair in the 1930’s
and all the fine walnut was salvaged by my grandfather
Granville Turpin and continues to be repurposed and used
today. I have those wooden treasures and the memory of a
visit to the farm with my grandparents as a child in the
1950’s to connect me with this special place called home.
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Looking for Farmers
by Kelly Alvarado

1919 Fred E. Atwood, Boone County, Nebraska

When asking people about their
ancestors, I often see them shrug and
reply, “they were just farmers,” as if
that means they were not important
enough to be mentioned in the newspapers. While the folks who farmed
the land may have led the so-called
simpler life, their lives were far from
being undocumented. You will face
different challenges tracing rural ancestors as compared to their city
dwelling counterparts, but you just
have to know where to look.
City directories, you say? But
they were farm folks, they didn’t even
have a real address until 2010! Regardless, check the city directories,
many of which, way in the back, include households for the entire
county, or at the very least the rural
areas that were adjacent to the city.
Small town libraries and historical
societies tend to collect pictures of the
family farms but do not necessarily
have the resources for websites, digitization, or advertising. You are going to have to ask a lot of questions of
a lot of people to find these old farms.
When you inquire at any facility, even
if they don’t have what you are looking for, ask them if they know of anywhere else you should try. You’ll be
surprised!

Rural Route listings in the 1926 St. Joseph City Directory, page 330 of 337

Follow every lead. Inquire about
senior days at the library, or look for a
senior citizen center and ask if they
have a newsletter. You may be able to
put an ad of sorts in the newsletter
asking for anybody with knowledge of
the farm/area that you are researching. Be sure to leave your address and
phone number, and not just an email
address, since many people still do not
use email.
Look for gazetteers - geographical
dictionaries that are used in conjunction with a map. While there are specialized gazetteers made for specific
industries, such as the railroads, many
counties published gazetteers once a
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decade. These publications often include all the names of landowners
within the area, and those who were a
bit more prominent might also have
paid to have their name as a sponsor
of the gazetteer. Buy a good magnifying glass - it will pay for itself
when you examine these old maps.
Names can be small, handwriting
cramped, and features of the landscape may be very minute and the
magnifying glass could turn all those
squiggles into a hammer that breaks
down your brick wall.
Learn to read land descriptions.
And if it is just too darn confusing,
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save this website: http://
www.earthpoint.us/
TownshipsSearchByDescription.aspx. This simple tool will allow
you to enter the state, township, section and range that you may have
from a deed, or a will, and find out
where that land is. After you click on
VIEW, you will see two sets of results, one for the township and one for
the range. There is a lot of information here, and it is interesting, but can
be overwhelming when you first
start. Look at the number of acres in
the township, and the number of acres
in the range. The centroid is the geographical center of the section or

know exactly where the land is, you
can enter the latitude and longitude
coordinates of that place and receive
the section, township and range information that you may need when researching old records. Or trying to
figure out if the land in your greatgrandfather’s will is the land your distant cousin now owns.
Old maps and atlases, of course,
are a treasure. The U.S. Geographical
Survey has an amazing collection of
historical maps online. These maps
do not show individual landowners,
but rather indicate landmarks, such as
schools, watersheds, cemeteries and
other items that may no longer be visible. They can also indicate that when

township. By copying the latitude
and longitude provided, you can go to
any mapping website (like Yahoo or
Google), enter that information, and
you will be taken directly to that point
on earth. Start your search from
there. Find rivers, towns, cemeteries
and other landmarks on old maps that
you can relate to what you see on the
current landscape.
Earthpoint.com also has another
feature that allows you to go the opposite direction — if you already

our ancestor lived there, the land was
covered in timber, whereas now we
see an open field. These types of details can connect you to the challenges
your ancestors faced, and what life
was like for them.
And don’t forget the modern maps!
If you want to find ancestors, don’t be
afraid to find their descendants. The
use of modern maps and technology
can help you find the person who has
the information you seek. They may
not be into genealogy or may not have

(Looking continued from page 58)
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USGS Topographical Map
a computer, but if you can find them,
then it won’t matter.
It is estimated that nearly three
quarters of the counties in the United
States now have some type of online
property records that are available for
public searches. The best of them
have what is called a GIS, or Geographical Information System. Look
for “searche by owner’s name” and
enter the surname you are seeking. Some sites have property reports
that give a great deal of detail about
the property, including how long the
current owners have owned it, legal
description, address, and sometimes
even the contact information for the
current owner. GIS sites can help
with genealogical research in countless ways.
If a GIS site is not available,
search for the county assessor instead. Simple searches of records are
available for even more counties, and
if you are looking only for those who
share a surname, a simple search of
records might suffice. Be sure to
read the instructions that come with
assessor sites. Some are extremely
picky when it comes to matching a
name, and some are quite liberal. Know the limitations of the
search in order to obtain the best possible results.
“Old school” research can still be
the best sometimes though, so don’t
forget the books. One example is
Missouri’s Century Farms. Published in 2012 by Acclaim Press, this
publisher has gathered information on
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the various farms throughout the state
of Missouri that have been owned by
the same family for over 100 years.
Many of the owners have published
their family history in this book, dating back three or four generations.
Even if your family doesn’t have a
Century Farm, look to see if there is
one near your ancestors’ home or
farm. The folks who still live there
may be able to tell you where your
ancestor was buried, where they
moved when they sold the farm,
where the kids went off to college,
who bought the belongings at the estate sale, etc. Or they may even know
who in the county keeps the best
scrapbook. (see the Tunks Farm
story, page 61).
Don’t forget the Agricultural censuses! These were undertaken in 1850, 1860, 1870,
1880 and for some states,
also in 1885. The information found on these censuses can give a much fuller
understanding of what kind
of farmer your ancestor
was. They can indicate the
number of swine, cattle,
sheep, hens, the acreage of
various crops, the value of
the farm machinery, the
location of farms in relation
to each other (very helpful
to relate back to maps!) and
so much more. Learn more
about the agricultural census here: http://
www.archives.gov/research/

census/nonpopulation/. In addition, if
you want to learn more about the era
and conditions that prevailed around
farmers after 1925, consult the USDA
website. (http://
agcensus.mannlib.cornell.edu/
AgCensus/homepage.do) It has compilation data from agricultural surveys
from 1925 to 1987. For example, in
Missouri in 1925 we can see there
were only five “colored” farmers reported in all of Andrew county, and
only one each in Adair and Atchison
counties. If those were your ancestors, it would speak volumes about the
community they lived in. Looking at
the date from one set of records to the
next can help you understand why
your family might have moved to the
city and given up the farming life. Or
why they chose to stay.
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1925 Missouri Agricultural Census

These research tools should help
you get started on the journey to finding out more about the farmer in your
family tree. Their lives and contributions were documented in a more
homely way, perhaps, but their farms
were their homes, often for a century,
and sometimes for eternity, as corners
of their land were given over to their
final resting places. They are waiting
for you to find them.


Sandi Baker shared the photos in this
article. They show her grandfather
Fred Atwood at work on his farm in
Boone County, Nebraska, 1919 before
he was married. He was born in 1895
when the family lived in the Atchison
County/Jackson County Kansas area
until his parents divorced when he was
about 8.
When his father remarried in 1907,
the family moved to Nebraska where his
father was born and aunts and uncles
had established homes. Fred remained
in Nebraska until he died in 1970.
Fred’s 6X great-grandfather was
born in England in 1614 and married in
1642 in Plymouth, Massachusetts,
where they fought in the American
Revolutionary War.
Fred was a very humble man who
loved to fish and raised rabbits in his
later years.
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The Tunks Farm
Reprinted by permission of Acclaim Press
The following article first appeared in The Century Farms
book, which was donated to the NWMGS by member John
Tunks II. Photographs come from that article and retain
their original captions. Not all photos from the article are
used here. Land transfer information has been omitted.

Tunks and Mellie
Tunks were twins,
Emory D. Tunks,
Earl Tunks, Guy
Tunks and Ava
Tunks. John Tunks
great-grandson, WilTunks Centennial Farm
liam John Tunks II,
Missouri Century Farm
was born and raised
A 2001 Missouri Century Farm Club membership was
in the home and lives
awarded to Leona B. Tunks (deceased), William J. Tunks
there now. The land
(deceased), Marilyn J. McMillen and William John Tunks
where the house is
II in September of 2001.
located was willed
Leona’s late husband, William J. “Billy” Tunks, was
by John Tunks to his
the grandson of John Tunks and the great grandson of
son, Mellie Tunks,
Left to right, back row: John, Ethel,
George W. Tunks, who moved to DeKalb County, MO, in
Mellie, Earl. Front row: Emory,
WWI veteran, who
1869.
Louis and Melvin Tunks.
had lived there his
The house owned by John Tunks is over 100 years old
entire life. Mellie
and was added on to and remodeled in 1954 by Mellie
deeded it to his partner-nephew, William J. “Billy”
Tunks, his son, and his grandson,
Tunks and his wife, Leona Bell Goucher
William J. “Billy” Tunks and wife,
Tunks on July 27, 1971, about 160 acres.
Leona Bell Goucher Tunks. Their
In observance of the American Revoluchildren are Marilyn J. Tunks
tion Bicentennial a “Centennial Farm
McMillen, Gary Lee Tunks and
Award” was presented to William J. “Billy”
William John Tunks II, all of which
Tunks. The Centennial Farm Award states:
lived in the home before and after
“This award is in recognition of those farm
the remodeling.
families who have maintained an active
All of John Tunks’ children were
interest in agriculture by owning and operborn in the house and grew up there.
ating a Missouri Farm for 100 years or
John Tunks and Elsie Irene Butler
more. May this recognition also be a symTunks (1st wife); children were
bol of priorities – that a productive agriculLouis R. Tunks and George Ira
ture is vital to the health of this nation and
Tunks. Elsie Irene Butler Tunks
to the world.” Signed this Bicentennial
died Nov. 5, 1884. John Tunks marYear of 1976, James B. Boillot and Elmer
John Tunks on the porch of his house.
ried Mary Kansas Hedges Tunks
His wife, Mary, is in the doorway. All of R. Kiehl, Missouri Committee for Agricul(2nd wife); children were Ethel H.
their children wre born and grew up in ture, American Revolution Bicentennial
(Mike) Tunks, Melvin W. (Shorty)
this house.
Chairman.
William J. “Billy” Tunks, prior to farming
with his Uncle (Mellie Tunks) worked in construction,
helping build the DeKalb County Courthouse in Maysville,
MO (1937), helped build several bridges in the area,
worked for Bill Wiglesworth driving gravel/fertilizer
trucks. After moving to the farm with his Uncle Mellie,
besides farming he hauled livestock and crops for area
farmers. He worked hard, usually long hours to support his
family and was devoted to his wife, Leona Bell Goucher
Tunks, and his children.
In March of 1938, William J. “Billy” Tunks came to
farm with his Uncle Mellie Tunks until Mellie Tunks’
death on Nov. 25, 1973. William J. “Billy” Tunks and his
wife, Leona Bell Goucher Tunks owned and operated the
Tunks Centennial Farm. Marilyn Tunks McMillen, Leona
farm until Billy’s death on Nov. 14, 1988. Leona Bell
Tunks and John tunks with the Certificate and sign denoting
Goucher Tunks owned and operated the farm and enjoyed
their family farm as a Century Farm.
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Jan. 10, 1850 and they established their home in Sidney,
OH. All their children were born in Ohio, they are: Caroline Tunks, Mary Ellen (Mollie) Tunks, John Tunks,
Phebe Tunks, David Tunks, Maggie and Mark Tunks
(Twins). George W. Tunks was a paymaster for the Union Army, in the Civil War, and was paid for that service
These buildings located on SW-1/4 SW-11/4 (40 acres less Butler
Cemetery) Section 20, township 60, Range 31 farm was willed to his in land grants, located in DeKalb County. He selected the
son, Mellie Tunks on March 16, 1939, who deeded it to his partner- spot with the surveyor, who unrolled a huge atlas and
nephew on July 27, 21971, recorded 1 Bk. 157 page 376 (researched took wooden stakes from his saddle bags and proceeded
to stake out the land before going to the nearest recorder
by Opal Pearce in Maysville. William J. “Billy” Tunks and wife,
Leona B., remodeled the old house and they reside there now, 1975). of deeds office in Plattsburg, MO.
Their three children grew up here.
In 1869, George William Tunks moved his family from
Sidney, oh, along with all their possessions, on a narrow
(Tunks continued from page 61)
gauged railroad to Stewartsville, MO. From this nearest
living on the farm till her 86th birthday, at which point she
depot, the family was taken across the prairie in a covered
had lived there for 65 years, when she died on April 16,
wagon to the land that had been staked out three miles west
2004.
of Fairport, MO.
Livestock on the farm were: Hereford cattle, cogs,
George William Tunks dug a well, 45-ft. deep and
sheep, chickens, ducks, guineas, rabbits, turkeys, geese and
fenced 20 acres. He hauled stone for the well and foundaof course good old farm dogs and cats. Crops grown were:
tions for his house and barn, two miles, and hauled some of
hay, corn, wheat, soybeans, sorghum cane and of course
the lumber, shingles and pine lumber for the house – 30
the garden for vegetables. There were cherry, apple, peach
miles. To build his barn, George hired two experienced
and apricot trees, along with grapes, strawberries, goosemen to hew the logs into the square and to make mortises
berry and blackberry bushes. Leona Bell Goucher Tunks
at the proper places. The braces were inserted into the morcanned almost everything that was grown on the farm, as
tises and then fastened together with wooden pins.
well as beef products, hog products such as sausage, bacon,
When the frame work for the entire barn was comcured ham and cracklings, from the hog products, she made
pleted and lying on the ground he advertised by hand bills
lard and lye soap. Leona along with her father-in law, Ethel
for enough man power to raise the frame. The bills were
Tunks, regularly made white hominy every year. Leona
sent to Gentryville, St. Joseph and other neighboring
Bell was a wonderful cook and home maker, a wonderful
towns for attendance at this “Barn Raising.” A large
neighbor who gave home permanents, was the neighbor
crowd came and the men stayed all night, for it took two
nurse for all those who needed her, helped other neighbor
days to raise the frame of the barn. Huge quantities of
wives cook for Thresher’s, helped deliver several children
food were prepared and gigantic kettles and ovens to feed
in the area and was always available to help anyone who
the crowd. These men considered it an honor and sport to
needed her. She was a wonderful mother, wife and friend.
raise a barn so they wouldn’t take any money for their
Leona Bell Goucher Tunks held many occupations:
labor. This barn was called a “Mortise and Pin Barn!” as
excellent seamstress (worked at the DeKalb County Sewing
it contained no metal nails in its frame. The barn conCenter during the Depression), waitress, Noma Lights in St.
tained the unique feature of scales and also a basement.
Joseph, MO, attended Hillyard’s School for LPN’s, (the
After building his house, George built wooden rail
first class), graduating in 1964, employed at Missouri Methfences which were rails stacked on top of one another in a
odist Hospital from 1964 thru 1977 as an LPN, retiring to
zigzag form between two stakes. He plowed furrows and
care for her husband, (at home) William J. “Billy” Tunks,
planted hedge rows which were kept trimmed four feet
who had suffered a stroke.
high for a fence.
The 2001 Missouri Century Farm Award states, “This
The family raised flax and prepared it for spinning and
certificate recognizes those families who have contributed
weaving to make their clothes and all other house hold artito local, state, national, and international agriculture by
cles. All clothing was sewed by hand.
owning and operating the same Missouri Farm for 100
Marilyn J. Tunks McMillen and William John Tunks
years or more. The Missouri Century Farm Program is
are grateful for this Heritage of their Tunks Ancestors and
sponsored by University Extension and the College of Agthey jointly own the 160 acres of John Tunks, their great
riculture, food and national resources, University of Misgrandfather.
souri.”
Of the 160 acres, 120 acres qualified as a Centennial
John Tunks’ father, George William Tunks, moved
farm, dating back to 1878 when Arena (Butler) Tunks
from Sidney, OH with his family in 1869 and built his
inherited 80 acres from her father and her husband John
house, which no longer exists, about a mile south of the
Tunks purchased 40 acres of land. Upon the death of
house of John Tunks, which is still lived in by William
Arena Tunks I 1884, her son Lewis Tunks and her husJohn Tunks II.
band John Tunks were willed her property.

George William Tunks married Silence Beazley on
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Surnames Our Members Are Researching
The links below are active. If you receive The Journal electronically, click the link to contact the researcher. This list can also be
viewed on the NWMGS website; go to the main page and click on Resources, then Surnames. These names are not included in the
general surname index.

Adams ................ Bob
Adkins................ Bob
Agee ................... Teresa
Anderson............ Carroll Cousin
Armstrong .......... Mary
Arnold ................ Teresa
Arrasmith ........... Bryson Cousin
Auxier
(James and
Artemesia) .........Sharon

Colwell .............. Norma
Conover ............. Ann
Cordrey ............. Pat
Corn .................. Karen
Couch ................ Jo
Courtney............ Teresa
Cox .................... Sharon
Cox .................... Bob
Creason ............. Dan Morgan
Curley................ Bryson Cousin

Bailey .................Bob
Baker..................S Adams
Bermond ............Mary
Berry ..................Jeffrey
Black ..................Richard
Blakely ...............Bryson Cousin
Bledsoe ..............Charles
Blatchley ............Evelyn
Bolliger ..............Connie Brax
Boydston ............Bob
Boyer .................Mary
Brady .................Ruby
Bretz ..................Karen
Brittain ...............Evelyn
Brown ................Bryson Cousin
Brown ................Evelyn
Brown ................Robert
Brown ................Charles
Brownlee............Mary
Brumfield ...........Mary
Bullard ...............Sandy W
Bumphrey ..........Lia
Buell ..................Mary Beth
Burke .................J Quinn
Burke, Earl E. ....Herbie
Burnett ...............Dan Morgan
Burri ...................Carolyn
Burris .................Bryson Cousin

Davidson ........... Jeffrey
Davies ............... B Anslinger
Davis ................. Janice
Dean .................. Jeffrey
Diamond/
Dimond ............. Teresa
Dickens ............. Bob
Donadio ............. Carolyn
Doty .................. Deann
Dreier ................ Carol
Drennan ............. Deann
Duncan .............. Bob
Duncan .............. Tommy
Dunford ............. Karen

Carpenter ...........Evelyn
Carroll ................Carroll Cousin
Carroll ................Richard
Case ...................Evelyn
Chumbley...........Robert
Clark ..................Janice
Cobb ..................Charles
Coil/Coyle..........Ruby
Cole....................Deann

Grimes .............. Pat
Hadley ............... Michael
Hales ................. Lois
Hall ................... Jo
Hanke ................ Bryson Cousin
Harber ............... B Anslinger
Harrod ............... Sandy W
Harper ............... Richard
Harris ................ Richard
Hartline ............. Lois
Hastings ............ Evelyn
Hathhorn ........... Marla
Haydon.............. Richard
Hedgbeth/Hedgpeth Bob
Henderson ......... Bob
Hennigin ........... Mary
Hill .................... Karen
Hockaday .......... Sharon
Holzhauser ........ Bryson Cousin
Houston ............. Robert
Hughes .............. Marla
Hurst ................. Richard
Hyde.................. Linda
Hyuett ............... Linda

Eddy .................. Steve Patterson
Engemann (NE KS) Marla
Ewell ................. Bob
Evans ................. Carroll Cousin
Evins ................. Bill

Israel (NE KS) .. Marla
Jackson.............. Janice
Jennings ............ Terry
Jones ................. Bob
Jones ................. Mary
Judd ................... Norma

Fairlie ................ Linda
Fallis.................. Sandy W
Farris ................. Charles
Fielder ............... Carol
Fitzwater ........... Marla
Flood ................. Ruby
Francis ............... Evelyn
Freeman ............ Mary
Funk .................. Terry
Furr.................... Carol

Keeton ............... Ann
Kellison ............. Mary
Kent/Kempt....... Teresa
Kenyon.............. Linda
Kerns ................. Ann
Kidwell ............. Jo
Kindred ............. Mary
Kinnard ............. Sandy W
Kline ................. Marla
Knapp................ Carolyn

Gass ................... Richard
Gill .................... Pat
Golden ............... Ruby
Golledge ............ Bob
Grable................ Michele
Grazier .............. David

Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society The JOURNAL

Langemach ........ Sharon
Leland ............... Evelyn
Lisle .................. Deann
(Continued on page 64)
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(Surname Research continued from page 63)

Logan ................. S Adams
Lykins ................Bob
Lysaught ............J Quinn
MacAdams .........Evelyn
MacCreary .........Evelyn
Malotte ...............Jeffrey
Martin ................Richard
Maupin ...............Bob
Maylen/Maylin ..Teresa
Mayse.................Ann
McCallan ...........Teresa
McCallan ...........Charles
McCord ..............Mary Beth
McCoy ...............Connie
McCue ...............John
McGuire .............Deann
McGuire .............Ann
McKeoune .........J Quinn
McKinney ..........Shirley
McMorrine .........Lois
McNeely ............Sandy W
McNulty .............Tommy
McQueen ...........Evelyn
McReynolds .......Deb
McWilliams .......Jim
Meadows............Bob
Meister ...............Jeffrey
Mercer................B Anslinger
Mettler ...............Marla
Meuller...............Deann
Miller .................Deann
Miller, Wm. A. ..Thomas
Mitchell..............Bryson Cousin
Mitchell..............Charles
Morgan...............Dan Morgan
Moody................Dan Morgan
Nelson ................Bob
Nelson ................Mary
Niederhauser ......Charles
Noland ...............Richard
Norris .................Richard
Norris .................Shirley
Nowland.............Tommy
Oborne ...............Norma
Ogle ...................Karen
Ogle ...................Teresa
Parker .................Michael
Patsy ..................Pat
Patterson ............Jo

Patterson............ Steve
Payne ................. Deb
Pike ................... Sandy W
Pile .................... Sandy W
Pittsenbarger/ Pitsenbarger/
Pittsenbargar ..... Terry
Poff.................... Norma
Pohl ................... Bryson Cousin
Pollard ............... Michele
Posey ................. Sharon
Punzo ................ Carolyn

Steers ................ B Anslinger
Stephens ............ Vivien
Stevenson .......... Mary
Stillwell ............. Shirley
Stock ................. Jeffrey
Sutton ................ Richard
Swan ................. Connie Brax
Tandy ................ Bill
Tartar ................ Robert
Tate ................... Robert
Teaford.............. Charles
Teagarden, Job/Rebecca
.......................... Herbie
Thompson ......... Robert
Thompson ......... Charles
Tinsley .............. Robert
Tittsworth.......... Charles
Tobin ................. Sandy W
Todd .................. Bob
Toms/Tombs ..... Bob
Townsend.......... Thomas
Trosper .............. Edith
Trautman ........... Lois

Quigley.............. J Quinn
Quinn ................ J Quinn
Raez .................. Sharon
Raez/Ratz .......... Karen
Rayhill ............... Marla
Reckard/Rickard/
Record ............... Teresa
Redmond (NE KS) Marla
Reece ................. Michael
Reedy ................ Bob
Rhodes .............. Pat
Ricketts ............. Thomas
Riggs ................. B Anslinger
Rogers ............... Evelyn
Ross ................... Richard
Rowland(s) ........ B Anslinger
Rowland ............ Lia
Rynn .................. J Quinn
Russell ............... Bryson Cousin
Rutherford/Reatherford Teresa

Underwood ....... Bob
VanMeter .......... Charles
Vaughn.............. Janice
Vogel ................ Mary
Walker .............. Charles
Walker .............. Michael
Warner .............. Sharon
Watkins ............. Sandy W
Westbrook ......... Janice
Wigger .............. Mary
Williams............ B Anslinger
Willis ............ Pamela Montgomery
Wilson ............... B Anslinger
Wilson ............... Ruby
Wilson ............... Evelyn
Wilson ............... Michael
Winemiller ........ Deb
Wood ................ Evelyn
Wright ............... Charles


Sandusky ........... Charles
Sampson ............ Bob
Schenk ............... Pat
Schneider .......... Connie Brax
Sells ................... Bryson Cousin
Scholtz/Scholz/
Schultz .............. Teresa
Smith ................. J Quinn
Smith ................. Sharon
Snyder ............... Karen
Spain ................. J Quinn
Spenner ............. David

Translation for French Quiz
Lucille Emilie Dandurant. The 23rd of February, I the undersigned did baptize
Lucile Emilie, daughter of Jean Baptiste Dandurant and Sophie Demette, born
yesterday; the godfather is Hyacinth Demette and the godmother is Susanne
Roseburg, maiden name Demette. Signed H. Demette, L. Rosenburg, Priest
Loisel.
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Surname Index for The Journal Spring 2015
Names with * can be found in
clippings, pictures, ads, or documents.
*Able........................................ 28, 48
*Alambaugh ................................... 26
*Albertson...................................... 27
*Aleer ............................................ 15
*Allen ............................................ 26
Allison............................................ 55
Almanza ................................... TOC1
Alvarado .............TOC1, 6, 26, 37, 39
*Amble .......................................... 22
*Andrews ....................................... 27
Anslinger.................................. TOC1
*Arnold .......................................... 27
*Arthur ........................................... 15
*Ashbrook...................................... 27
*Atha.............................................. 27
Atterbury ......................... inside cover
Atwood .................................... 58, 60
*Aughinbaugh................................ 27
Augustine ....................................... 24
*Avery ........................................... 27
*Bagbey ......................................... 27
Baker .............................TOC1, 60, 61
*Baldwin ........................................ 27
*Baley ............................................ 28
*Ballard.......................................... 27
*Baner ............................................ 28
Banes.............................................. 44
*Barada .......................................... 22
Barnett............................................ 50
*Baron............................................ 22
*Barton .......................................... 27
*Bealer ........................................... 28
*Beamon ........................................ 27
Bean ............................................... 17
*Bearman ................................. TOC2
Beazley .......................................... 62
Beck ............................................... 30
*Becker .......................................... 26
*Becquet ........................................ 22
Beitzel ............................................ 56
Benedetti .....................TOC1, 2, 4, 32
Bennett ........................................... 47
*Berry ............................................ 27
*Berthon ........................................ 22
Bertram .......................................... 17
Black .............................................. 50
*Blackwell ..................................... 28
Blevins ........................................... 30
Boder.............................................. 46
Boettner.......................................... 41
Boillot ............................................ 61
*Bougher........................................ 27
*Bowen .......................................... 27
Breckenridge .................................. 56
Brennan ............................................ 1
*Breuinger ..................................... 27
*Brigham ....................................... 27
*Brock...................................... TOC2

*Brown ..................................... 27, 29
Brown....................................... 34, 47
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