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                      YOUR LOGO HERE

an inVitation to Be Part oF Gentry County History!

DeaDline: oCtoBer 31, 2015 

Gentry County, Missouri 
History & FaMilies

Sponsored by the Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society

What is happening?
A project is underway to compile a beautiful 
book recording the history of Gentry County, 
including family histories, communities, 
churches, schools, businesses, farms, memorials, 
tributes, clubs, organizations, and much more! 
We would like to include YOUR family’s rich 
history in our new book!

Who is sponsoring it?
This project is being sponsored by the North-
west Missouri Genealogical Society.

When is it happening?
Work is already underway. You have until Oc-
tober 31, 2015 to take action and make sure that 
your family doesn’t get left out of this exciting 
project.

How can my family be part of 
the project?

Contribute a brief history of your family, espe-
cially as it relates to Gentry County, along with 
a photograph. Remember –– EVERY family has 
a story to tell.  You don’t have to order the book 
to contribute your family’s history and photo.  
The more families that submit their stories, 
the better the book will be!

Where do I send my 
family’s information?

Mail your submission to P.O. 382, St. Joseph, MO 
64502 You may also drop your submission off at 
412 Felix St. in St. Joseph or at the Gentry County 
Library, 304 N. Park in Stanberry.

Why should my family and I 
participate?

This project provides a rare opportunity for you 
to record and preserve your family’s rich history 
and heritage for generations to come. This book 
will be in libraries and offices throughout the 
counties, the state and the USA! It will truly be 
family heirloom that can be handed down from 
generation to generation. 

Don’t be left out! Submit your 
family’s story today. L-R: Nellie White York, Belle Hodge and Ada Timmons at the 

King City Telephone office.



saMPle FaMily Histories – Gentry County, Mo History & FaMilies 
Use these examples as a guide in writing your 500 word history. Remember: It’s FREE to be included!

REMEMBER:
Please send one biography per household and one 
photograph per family biography. An additional 
family photo may be included for only $15.00. You 
do not have to purchase a book to be included!

All materials will be returned when the 
book is completed!

SAMPLES

WILLIAMS-ATWOOD – The year 1854 was a momentous year for a young 
Welsh couple, married in 1851. Not only had they had their first child, 
this is the year they also left their coastal town in Wales to travel across 
the Atlantic Ocean to a new home in America. 

It took money to book passage on vessels. Money came the hard way, 
by saving. David worked in the coalmines from before daylight to after 
sunset. Many days consisted of 12 hours. 

In late 1854 they, along with other family members, had saved enough 
funds to book passage. Members included parents, a grandfather, aunts 
and uncles and small cousins of both. 

Their first plans were delayed by the death, from consumption, of an 
uncle of David’s. Because the tickets were already purchased, the widowed 
aunt was convinced to continue the voyage with her six children.

The voyage was not a pleasant one. Twenty-
two passengers were babies under age 2. The 
Williams baby, Sarah, was the youngest. One 
woman, in order not to lose her passage, con-
cealed the fact that her baby had contracted 
measles shortly before the sailing date. This 
caused an epidemic that took the lives of most 
of the babies. One of those was the youngest 
daughter of the widowed aunt. Baby Sarah 
Williams was one of the survivors.  Many were 
seasick and to make matters worse, there were 
two storms and very rough seas. After six weeks 
at sea, they put into port at New Orleans in early 
January 1855.

Their destination was Salt Lake City, Utah. 
No streamlined train, bus, car, or plane could 
be taken to reach their destination. Boats and 
wagons were their only modes of transportation. 
They were able to obtain passage up the Missis-
sippi to St Louis, MO. Here they camped for the 
remainder of the winter. The men were able to 
pick up part time jobs to support their familes.

In the spring they started westward. David 
and Phebe could not afford a wagon. They made 

arrangements with a man and his son to travel in their wagon. In return, 
Phebe would cook and wash for them. 

Their westward journey first took them to Kansas where they stopped 
at a camp called Mormon Grove. About this time cholera struck the camp. 
Phebe was the first to take it and luckily pulled thru. David’s widowed aunt 
and three of her remaining five children succumbed. The two remaining 
children went with another uncle for the remainder of the westward 
journey. They were never heard from again.

After making it to the skirts of Salt Lake, the Williams decided this was 
not the life they wanted and moved back to the area where they camped 
in Kansas.  This is where their family was raised.

In the early 1900s my great-grandfather, having divorced, entered 
the scene and married the child of Sarah, also named Sarah, in 1906. My 
mother was named after her grandmother Sarah. The excerpts are from 
a written family diary. 

LUEBE – Fred Luebe was born in Germany, Dec 21, 1866.  He enrolled in 
the schools at Germany, but at age 16 came to America alone.   Fred first 
settled in Hamburg,  Iowa, where he received employment as a laborer 
on a farm.  Later in life he was asked by a reporter,  “Why did you come 
to America alone?” His response was, “So I would not have to serve three 
years in the German army. In coming to America, I found a much more 
liberal government and higher standards of living, and I have never had 
a reason to regret that I made the move. God Bless America.”

On Jan. 15, 1891, he married Maggie Jensen, at the home of the bride’s 
father. A reception honored the newlyweds at the bride’s home, for over 
a hundred guests.

 Maggie was born in Germany, in December 17, 1872.  At age 2, Maggie, 

two older siblings and their parents traveled to America. Two additional 
siblings were born after their arrival. At age 14, Maggie lost her mother. 
Her older siblings had married and she was left to take care of the home 
and her younger siblings. 

After marrying, they farmed in Iowa for 
two years. They then moved to Nebraska, 
and raised their growing family on the family 
farm. The hardships of pioneer life were expe-
rienced and overcome by Mr and Mrs Luebe 
and Mr Luebe was quoted, by a reporter, as 
saying, “I came to Nebraska in the fall of 1893 
and our first year, 1894, happened to be the 
year of the hot, drying wind which made it 
rather hard for us to make both ends meet, 
but with the help of my good wife we man-
aged to lay aside a little for a rainy day and 
old age.  We have never regretted the move 
we made to one of the biggest little cities 
in Nebraska, where we found the most accommodating and helpful 
neighbors and merchants in all the world.” 

The nine children were all born at home. Their two eldest were born 
in Iowa. The remainder in Nebraska. The oldest, a daughter, related one 
story in which she could remember a cold day in the fall of 1906 when she 
had just turned 15. Her father was butchering a hog while the kids were 
raking and burning leaves. Her youngest sister, age 5, came too close to 
the fire in her long dress and coat. She died of her burns.

In 1916, Mr and Mrs Luebe and their two youngest sons bought another 
house and “moved to town.” Mr Luebe continued farming thru the 1920 
census. In 1930, at age 63, he is listed as a farm gardener. 

In 1941, Mr and Mrs Luebe celebrated their 50th anniversary. This 
was the first time in over 20 years that all the children had been able to 
be home at the same time and the affair was arranged as a complete 
surprise.

Maggie and Fred Luebe

Sandi Mueller sitting 
on the lap of great-
grandmother Sarah 
Atwood

The first automobile in Gentry County belonged to Dr. J.N. Barger.  
Pictured in the Rambler are Dr. Barger and wife Pearl.



Send all material, checks, and orders to:
Gentry Co., Mo History & FaMilies 

Northwest Missouri Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 382

St. Joseph, MO  64502
Attention: Sandi 

Please print

Name

Address

City    State  Zip

Phone Email (optional)

*Name to be embossed on cover (up to 24 spaces)

DeaDline: oCtoBer 31, 2015

Order Form
Please check the appropriate boxes below:

❏ Please enter my order for  _____ copies of the Limited 
Edition Book, Gentry County, MO History & Fami-
lies. Only $54.95 each.

❏ Please send me  ______________ copies of the Deluxe 
Real Bonded-Leather Edition for $89.95 each.

❏ Include 15¢ per word over 500 word limit.
❏ Include $15 for each extra photo (the first is free)
❏ Add $6.50 per book for postage if mailed.
❏ Add $6.00 to emboss family name on the cover.*
 TOTAL $______________

❏ I am interested in knowing more about the printed 
BUSINESS, FARMS, MEMORIALS/TRIBUTES and 

 ORGANIZATION/CLUB pages. 
 The costs of these special pages are:
 1/2 pg.–$175.00 full pg.–$250.00

 SCHOOL & CHURCH PAGES:
 1/2 pg.–$85.00   full pg.–$125.00

Check one of the below:
❏ Please mail my order to me.  ❏ I will pick up my order.

Gentry County, Missouri 
History & FaMilies 

Featuring the following 
Towns & Communities:

AlbAny • DArlington • EvonA
ForD City • gEntry  • gEntryvillE 
King City  • MCFAll •StAnbErry

BOOk COMMITTEE 
REPRESENTATIvES
Sandi Baker, Chairperson

kelly Alvarado 
Pamela Montgomery

Call (816) 233-0524 or e-mail 
countybook@nwmogenealogy.com

Lana Smith
Call (660) 783-2335 or e-mail 

lsmith@gentrycountylibrary.org

This historic book is AvAILABLE ON A PRESALE BASIS ONLY. 
It will be necessary to collect orders in advance of publication, since we 
are going to print only a limited number of books. All money will be 
held in escrow at a local bank for payment to the publishing company 
later. You do not have to order a book to submit your family’s story and 
photo.  

Our book will be 200-300 pages, depending on the number of con-
tributions from families like you. It will be a “coffee table” style book, 
with a beautiful hardback binding. The printing will be on luxurious 
archive-quality paper. This is a book that you’ll be proud to pass on to 
future generations of your family as an heirloom. You can examine an 
example of the book’s quality at the Northwest Missouri Genealogi-
cal Society office at 412 Felix Street in St. Joseph. A portion of the book 
will feature the history of Gentry County, and we will welcome any 
old photos you may have. There is no charge for submitting these old 
historic pictures.  

HaVe any HistoriC PHotos? 
senD tHeM in! 

all Materials Will Be returneD

Right: Do you know the name of this Gentry County business 
or have information about the people and date of the photo?  
Please e-mail countybook@nwmogenealogy.com.


